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The time of life is short ; 
To spend that shortness basely^ were too lonfy 
If life did ride upon a diaPs point, 
£toill ending at tiie arrival of an honr. 

Shakespear$, 
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THABBEUS OF WARSAW. 



CHAPTER I. 



The large and magnificent palace of Villa- 
now, which stands on the northern bank of tho 
Vistula, was the favorite residence of John Sobi- 
eski, king of Poland. That monarch, after hav- 
ing delivered his country from innumerable ene- 
mies, rescued Vienna, and subdued the Turks, us- 
ed to retire to this place at certain seasons and 
dispense those effects of his luminous and benevo- 
lent mind, which rendered his name great and his 
people happy. 

When Charles the twelfth of Sweden visited the 
tomb of Sobieski at Moscow, he exclaimed, *What 
a pity, that so great a man should ever die !' Nine- 
ty years after his death, the spirit of this great man 
appeared to revive in the person of his descendant 
Constantino Count Sobieski, who in a compara- 
tively private station, as palatine of Ma:K>via,> and 
the friend, rather than the lord, of his vassals, 
evinced by his actions, that he was the inheritor 
of his forefather's virtue, as well as of lus blood. 
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4 THADDECrs OF WARSAW. 

He was the first Polish nobleman, who granted 
freedom to his peasants. He threw down their 
mud hovels, and built comfortable villages. He 
furnished them with seed, cattle, and implements 
of husbandry; then calling them all together, he 
laid before them the deed of their enfranchise- 
ment. Before he signed it, he expresed his fears 
to some of their old men, of their probability that 
they might abuse this new liberty, and become ii 
centious. 

*No' returned a grey-headed peasant, < when 
we held a firm grasp of no other property than 
the staffs which we have in our hands, we were 
destitute of all motive for a consistant conduct; 
and not having any thing to lose, acted on all oc- 
casions in an intemperate manner; but now that 
our houses and lands, and our cattle, are abso- 
lutely our own, the fear of forfeiting them,^wili 
be a constant restraint upon our actions. 

The good sense and truth of this answer were 
manifested in the event. On their emancipation, 
they became so cheerful in their circumstances, 
and so correct in their behavior, that the example 
of the Paaltine was shortly followed by Zamoiski 
the great chancellor; prince Stanislaus, the king's . 
nephew; and several of the principal nobility. 

Thus, within the bosom of his family, did this 
illustrious man educate Thaddeus, the only male 
heir of this name, to the exercise of every peaceful 
vurtue, until the begmnmg of the year 1792, when 
war began to threaten the tranquility of a country 
which smiled with content and gratitude. 

On the evei^ng of an anniversary of the birth 
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THADOVU8 OF WARIAW. 5 

day of his grandaoo, the palatine rode abroad 
with Zamoiski, and severzd others of a partv, 
which had been ceiebratiog the festival with its 
presence. The coantes and Thaddeus were led 
alone in the saloon. She sighed as she gazed on 
her son, who stood at some distance, fitting to his 
yoathfal thigh a variety of sabres, which his ser- 
vant a little time before had laid npon the table. 
She observed with anxiety, the eagerness of his 
motion, his flashed cheek, and the ardor that was 
flashing from his eyes. 

*Thaddeus,' said she, 'lay down that sword; 
I wish to speak with yon.' Thaddeus looked gai- 
ly op. 'My Tbaddens,' cried his mother, and 
the tears started to her eyes. The blush of enthu- 
siastn faded from his face; he threw the sabre 
from him, and drew near the countes. 

'Why,' my dear mother, 'do you distress your- 
self? When I am in battle, shall I not experience 
my grandfather's care; and be as much under the 
protection of God, as at this moment ? 

'Yes, my child,' answered she, wiping her wet 
cheek, 'God will protect you. He is the protec- 
tor of the orphan, and yon are fatherless.' The 
coantes paused, and the heart of Thaddeus droop- 
ed: 'Here, my son,' said she, giving him a seal- 
ed packet, 'take this : it will reveal to yoa who 
was your father. It is necessary that you should 
know the truth, and aU the goodness of your 
grandfather. Thaddeus received it and stood s!- 
ient with surprise. 'Read it, my love,* continu- 
ed she, ' but go to your own apartment; there yon 
will be more retired.' 
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6 THASBEVf OF WABtAW. 

Bewildered by the manaer of the countet, 
Thaddeus instantly obeyed. Shutting himself 
within his stady, he impatiently opened the pa- 
pers; and soon found his whole attention absorbed 
in the following recital : 

*Yoa are now, my Thaddeus ! at the early 
age of eighteen, going to engage against the ene- 
mies of your country. Ere I resign my greatest 
comfort to the casualeties of war; ere I part with 
you, perhaps forever, 1 would inform you who 
your father really was; that father, whose exist- 
ence you have hardly know£i, and whose name 
you have never heard. You consider yourself an 
orphan; your mother a widow; but, alas, I have 
now to tell you that you are fatherless by the cru- 
elty of man, not by the dispensation of heaven. 

*Twenty years ago 1 accompanied my father 
in a tour through Germany into Italy. Grreffor 
the death of my mother, had impaired his health, 
and the physicians ordered him to reside in a war- 
mer climate : accordingly we fixed ourselves near 
the Arno. During several visits to Florence, my 
father met, in that city, with a young English- 
man of the name of Sackville. These frequent 
meetings opened into intimacy and he was invited 
to our house. 

*Mr. Sackville was not only the handsomest 
man that I had ever beheld, but he seemed the 
most elegant in manners, the most noble in prin- 
ciple, and the most frank of heart. He was the 
first man for whose society I had found so lively a 
preference. I used to smile at this delight which 
I felt, sometimes weep, for the «motions that 
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THADDETT8 OF WARSAW. ^ 

agitated me were undefinable; but they w«re en- 
chanting, and anheedingly I gave them indal- 
geace. The hours of reciprocal sentiments and 
feelings which we passed together, the kind beam- 
ing of his looks, the thousand sighs that he breath- 
ed, the half uttered sent^nbes, all conspired to de- 
lude me into confidence.' 

*Thas were eight months spent For the last 
three, doubts and anguish had asnrped the fairy- 
reveries of an infant tenderness. An averted 
glance, a cold answer, or careless demeanor, 
would now plunge me into all the horrors of di»- 
trust. The attention of Mr. Sackville died away. 
From being the constant object of his search, he 
now sedulously sought to avoid me. When mj 
father withdrew to his closet he would take his 
leave, and allow me to walk alone. Solitary and 
wretched were my rambles. Immured as I had 
been within the palace of Villahow. watching the 
declining health of my mother, I had learnt no- 
thing of the real world; the little that I knew of 
society, being drawn from books, uncorrected by 
experience, taught me to' believe a perfection in 
man, which, to my affliction, I have since found 
to be a poet's dream. WHen I came to Italy, I 
§till continued averse to public company. In this 
seclusion, the presence of Sackvilltf being almost 
my only pleasure, entirely chased Irom my mind 
its usual reserve, and gradually, and surely, won 
upon the awakened affections of my heart. Art- 
less and unwarned, I knew not the nature of the 
feelings I cherished, nntil they had gained an a»- 
ocndency that menaced my life. 
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• THASDEVI OF WARlAW. 

*0n the evening of one of those days in which 
I had not seen this too dearly beloved friend, I 
■trolled out, and hardly conscious of my actions, 
threw myself along the summit of a flight of steps, 
that led down to the Arno. My head rested a- 
gainst the base of a stateu^which because of its 
fancied resemblance to me, Sackville had presents 
ed to my father. Every recollected kindness of 
his, now gave me additional torment; and cling- 
ing to its pedestal, as to the alter of my adora- 
tion, in the bitterness of disappointment, I ad- 
dressesd my^lfto the insensible stone; <0 Iwere 
I as pale as thou art, and this breast as cold and 
8till,wouId Sackville, when he looked on me, give 
one sigh to the creature he has destroyed?' My 
sobs followed this adjuration, and the next mo- 
ment I felt myself encircled in his arms. I strug- 
gled, and almost fainting begged to be released. 
Hedid^eleaseme, and falling on his knees, im- 
plored my pardon for the misery I had endured. 
•Now Therese,* cried he, 'all is as it ought to 
be ! yon are my only hope. Consent to be mine» 
else I shall be driven to madness ! His voice was 
hurried and incoherent, lifting my eyes to his, 
I beheld them wild and bloodshot. Terrified at 
this look, and overeome by my own emotion , my 
head sunk back on the marble. With increased 
violence, he exclaimed, *have I deceived myself 
here too } Therese, did you not prefer me : Did 
you not love me ?— Speak now, I conjure yon by 
your own happiness and mine. Do yon reject 
me ?* He clenched my hands in his with a force 
that made me tremble, and I hardly artieulated 
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THADDBTTS OF WARSAW. 9 

' I will be yoars.' At these wor^ he hurried me 
down a dark vista, which led out of the gardens 
to the open coantry. A carriage stood at the 
gate. I fearfnlly asked what he intended. * You 
have given yourself to me,' cried he, < and by the 
great Lord of heaven, no power shall separate ns 
nntil you are mine, out of the reaeh of man !' 
Unnerved in body, and weak in mind, I yielded 
to his impetuosity; and, suffering him to lift me 
joto the chariot was carried to the door of the 
nearest monastery, where, in a few minutes, we 
were married. 

* I am thas particular in the relation of every 
incident, in the hope that you will, my dear son, 
see some excuse for my great imprudence in the 
circumstances of my youth, and the influence 
with a man, who seemed all excellence, held 
over every thought of ray heart. However, my 
fault was not long unpunished. 

* The ceremony past, my husband ^ condaoted 
me in silence back to the carriage. My full bo- 
som discharged itself in abundance of tears, whilst 
Sackville sat by me unmoved and mute. Two or 
three times I raised my eyes, in hopes of seeing in 
his some consolation for my hasty acquiescence. 
But no; bis gaze, vacant and glaring, was fixed 
on the window; and his brow scowled, as if he 
had been forced into an alliance with one whom 
he hated, rather than had just made a voluntary 
engagement with the woman he loved. My heart 
sickened at this commencement of a contract* 
which I had dared to make, unsanctioned by my 
fiither's consent. At length, my sighs seemed to 
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10 THADDEUS OF WARSAW. 

vtartle my husband's ear; and tarning suddenly 
roand, ^Therese,* cried he, *this marriage most 
not be told to the count.' — * Why?' iimrinured 
I, hardly able to speak: * Because I have been 
precipitate. It would ruin me with my own fam- 
ily. Wait for only one month; and then I will 
publicly ackiiowledg^ yon.* The agitation of his 
features, the sternness of his voice, and the fever- 
ish burning of his hand, which held ipine, alarm- 
ed me; and trembling fiom head to foot, I an- 
swered, * Sackville ! I have already erred enough 
in consenting to this stolen union. I will not 
transgress further by concealing it. I will instant- 
ly throw myself at my father's feet, and confess 
all.' His countenance darkened. *Therese,' said 
he, * I have not married you to be your slave. I 
am your husband. You have sworn to obey mc, 
and I command your silence. Till I allow you, 
divulge this marriage at your peril.* This last 
cruel sentence, and the more cruel look that ac- 
companied it, pierced me to the heart, and [ fell 
senseless on the seat. 

* When I recovered, I found myself at the foot 
of that statue, beneath which my unfortunate des- 
tiny had been fixed. My husband was leaning 
over me. He raised me with tenderness from the 
ground; and conjured me, in the mildest ncceiris, 
to be comforted ; to pard • iin* cverily of those 
words which had arisen from fear, that by an im- 
prudent avowal on my part, I should risk both his 
happiness and my own. lie informed me, that, 
as he was heir to one of the first fortunes in Fng- 
l&f>d, he had pledged his honor with Iiis fatlior 
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TKADDEUS OF WAKIAW. 11 

never to enter into any matrimonial engagement, 
without first acqaainting him with the particalars 
of the lady and her family. Should he omit this 
duty, his father declared, that though she were a 
princess, he would disinherit him, and never again 
admit him to his presence. 

*Cmisider this, my dear Therese,' continued he, 
*could>ou endure to behold me a beggar, stig- 
matized with a parent's curse, when a little for- 
bearance on your side would make all right? I 
know I have been hasty in acting as I have done, 
but now I cannot remedy my error. To-morrow 
I will write to my father, describe your rank and 
merits, and request his consent to our immediate 
marriage. The moment his permission arrives, I 
will cast myself on the count's friendship and feel- 
ings, and reveal all that has passed.* The tender- 
ness of my husband won my affection and reason 
to his side; and with many tears, I sealed his for- 
givnesa and pledged my faith on his word. 

* My dear deceived parent, little suspected the 
perfidy of his guest. He detained him as his vis- 
itor, and often rallied himself on the hold which 
his distinguished accomplishments had taken on 
his esteem. Sack villous manner to me in public 
was obliging and free; it was in private only, that 
I found the tender, the capricious, the unfeeling 
husband. Night after night I have washed the 
memory of my want of duty to my father, with 
bitter tears. But my husband was dear to me, 
was more precious than my life. One kind look 
from him, one fond word, would solace every 
pain, and make me wait the arrival of ois father'e 
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12 T HADDEV8 OF WARSAW. 

letter, with all the gay anticipations of yonth and 
love. 

*A fortnight passed away. A month, a long 
and lingering month. Another month, and a 
packet of letters was presented to Sackville. He 
was at breakfast with as. At the sight of the so- 
perscription, he colored, tore open the paper, ran 
his eyes over a few lines, and then pale and trem- 
bling, rose from his seat, and left the room. My 
emotions were almost uncontrolable. I had al- 
ready half risen from my chair to follow him, 
when the count exclaimed, *what can be in 
that letter ? he seems dreadfully shocked.* And 
without observing me, or waiting for a reply, 
hurried out after him. I stole to my chamber, 
where, throwing myself on my bed, I tried by all 
the delusions of hope, to obtain some respite ^om 
inquietude. 

*The diner bell roused me from mj flnctua- 
ting reverie. Dreading to excite suspicion, and 
anxious to read in the countenance of my husband 
the denunciation of our fate, I obeyed the sum- 
mons, and descended to the dining-room. On 
entering it, my eyes irresistably wandered round 
to fix themselves on Sackville. He was leaning 
against a pillar, his face pale as death. My fafh- 
er looked grave, but immediately took his seat, 
and tenderly placed his friend beside him. I sat 
down in silence. Little diner was eaten, and 
few words spoken. As for myself, my agitations 
almost choked me. I felt that the first word I 
should attempt to pronounce must giv c them uter- 
ance, and that their vehemence would betray ma. 
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THADDSTTS Or WARIAW. 18 

*When the seirants withdrew, Sackville rose, 
tad taking my father *t> hand, said in a faultering 
Toice, /My lord, I must leave yon. — * It is a wet 
evening;' replied the count, 'besides, you are dis- 
turbed by the shock you have received. To-mor* 
row will do as well for your business.' — I thank 
your lordship,' answered he, 'but I must go to 
Florence to-night You shall see me again before 
to-morrow afternoon: and all will then, I hope, be 
settled to my wish.' — 'Well, if you are resolved,' 
sud my father, 'God bless you! Remember we 
shall be anxious to see you again.' — Sackville took 
his hat. Motionless, and incapable of speaking, 
I sat fixed to my chair, in the direct way he must 
pass. His eyes met mine. He stopped, and look- 
ing at me, abruptly caught my hand; and as ab- 
ruptly quitting it, darted out of the room. I never 
saw him more. 

*I had not the power to dissemble another mo- 
ment I fell back, weeping into the arms of my 
father. He did not, even by this imprudence, 
read what I almost wished him to guess; but with 
all the indulgence of affection, lamented the distress 
of Sackville, and the sensibility of my nature, 
which sympathized so painfully with his friend. I 
durst not ask what was the distress of hi^ firiend: 
abashed at my duplicity to him, and overwhelmed 
with a thousand dreads, I obtained^ hb permission 
to retire to my chamber. 

'The next, day I met him with a serene air; 
for I had schooled my heart to ondure with peB^ 
er composure'the sufferings which it had deserved. 
The ooant did not' remark mv. recovered tranqiuli- 
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14 THADDKUS OF WARSAW. 

lity; neither did he appear to think any more of 
my tears; so entirely was he oocnpied in conject- 
uring what could be the cause of Sackville's grief, 
who ha.i only coihplaiued of Laving received a 
great shock, without revealing the circumstance. 
This ignoranee of my father surprised me; and 
to all his suppositions I said little. My soul was 
too deeply interested in the subject, to trust to the 
faithfulness of my lips. 

*The morning crept slowly on, and the noon 
appeared to stand still. I anxiously watched the 
declining sun, as the signal for my husband's re- 
turn. Two hours had elapsed since his promised 
time, and my lather grew so impatient, that he 
went out with the view to meet him. I eagerly 
hopped that they might miss each other. I should 
then sea my Sackville a few minutes alone, and 
by one word, be comforted, or driven to despair. 
*I was listening to every footstep that soundtd 
under the colonade, when my servant brought 
me a letter, which had just been left by one of 
Mr. SackvUle's grooms. «Ah !' thought I, nhia 
will release or confirm my fears ! Heaven grant 
that his father may have consented !' I tore open 
the seal; and fell senseless on the floor, ere I had 
read half the killing contents — .' 

Thaddeus, with a burning cheek, and a heart 
all at once robbed of that elastic sprmg, which 
till now had ever made him feel the happiest of 
the happy, took np the letter of his father. The 
paper was worn, and blistered with his mother's 
tears. His head seemed to swim, as he oontem- 
plated the hand-writing, and he «ud to himself* 
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THADDBUS OF WARSAW. 15 

*Xm I to respect or to abl or him ?' He proceeded 
k the perusaL 

To Therese Countess Fobieski. 

'How, Thereie, am I to address you ? Bat an 
attempt at pallitating my conduct, will i:e of do 
use. It is impossible. You caarot conceive a vi- 
ler opinion of me, than I hold of myseu. ^ kaow 
that I deserre to he called a villian; that I hkve 
sacrificed your tenderness to my distracted passions. 
But yon shall no more be subject to the caprices 
of a naan who cannot repay your love with his 
owB. Vou have no guilt to torture you; and 
yea possess virtues that will render you tranqu^ 
under every calamity. I leave you to your own 
innocence. Forget the ceremony which has passed 
between us : my wretched heart disclaims it for- 
ever. Your father is happily ignorant of it; pray 
spare him the anguish of knowing that I was so 
coinpleetiy unworthy of his kindness ! I feet that 
I am more than ungrateful to you, and to him. 
Therese, your most inveterate hate cannot more 
strongly tell me, than I tell myself, that I have 
treated you like a scoundrel. But I cannot retract. 
I am going where all search will be vain ; and I 
now bid you an eternal farewell. May yoa be 
happier than ever I can be ! 
*Flotenee, 

•R. S.'— 

Thaddeos weit on with his mother's narraAive 
•When my seoBes retaracd, I was oa the ground. 
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16 THADDEiri or WARSAW. 

holdmg the half-perosed paper m my hand. Grief 
and horor had locked up the avenues of com- 
plaint, and I sat as one petrified to stone. My 
father entered. At the sight of me, he started as 
if he had seen a spectre. His well known features, 
opened at once my agonized heart. With fearful 
cries, I cast myself at hb feet, and putting the let- 
ter into his hand, clung almost expiring, to his 
knees. 

*When he had read it he flung it from him« 
and dropping into a chair, covered his face with 
his hands. I looked up imploringly, for I could 
not speak. My father stooped forward, and rais- 
ing me in his arms, pressed me to his bosom. 
*My Therese,' said he, ' it b I who have done 
this. Had I not harbored this villain, he never 
could have had an opportunity of ruining the peace 
of my child.' In return for the unexampled in- 
dulgence of this speech, I promised to forget a 
man, who could have so little respect for gratitude, 
or his own honor. The count replied, that he 
expected such a resolution in consequence of the 
principles he had taught me; and to show me 
how far dearer to him >yas my real tranquility, 
than any false idea of ifnpossibe restitution, he 
would not remove even from one principality to 
another, were he sure by that means to discover 
Mr. Sackville and avenge himself. My under- 
standing assented to the justice of all his reasoning; 
but long and severe were the struggles, before I 
could erase from my soul, the image of that be- 
ing, who had been the lord of all its joys and sor- 
rows. 
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* It WAS n«t antu yoa, mj dear Thaddeas, were 
bom, that I coald repay the goodness of my fa- 
ther with the smiles of cheerfulness. I christened 
yoa Thaddeus Constantine, after himself/ and his 
best-loved friend Cosciuszko. He would not per- 
mit me to give yoa any name, which could re- 
mind him or myself of the cruel parent who gave 
you beia<^ ; and on our return to Poland, the sto- 
ry which he related, when questioned about my 
apparently forlorn state, was simply this, * My 
daughter was aiarried and widowed in the course 
of two months. Since then, to root from her 
memory, as much as possible, all re^.olieetion of 
a husband who was only given to be taken away, 
she still retains my name ; and her son as my sole 
heir, shall wear no other.' This reply satisfied 
every one : the king, who was my father's only 
confident, gave his sanction to it, and no further 
inquiries were ever started. 

* You are now, ray beloved child, entering on 
the eventful career of life. God knows, when 
the venerable head of your grandfather is laid in 
dust, and I, too, shot my eyes upon you forever, 
where destiny may send you ! perhaps to the coun- 
try of your father. Should you ever meet him— 
bat that is unlikely ; so, I will be silent on a sub- 
J3ct w^hich eighteen years of reflection, have not 
yet deprived of its sting. 

* Not to embitter the fresh spring of your youth, 
my Thaddeus, with the draught that has poison- 
ed mine ; not to implant in your breast, hatred of 
a parent you may never behold, have I writteu 
this : bat to iulbrm yoa m fact from wbmn yoB 
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18 THADDHnS or WARSAW. 

sprang. My history is made plain to yo«> that 
no unexpected events may hereafter perplex your 
opinion of your mother ; or cause a Wush to rise 
on that cheek for her, which from yoor grandfa- 
ther can derive no stain. For his sake as well a& 
for mine, whether in peace or in war, may the 
angels of heaven guard my boy I This is the ev- 
erlastmg prayer of thy fond mother, 

Thejiese oobieski 

* Villanoio^ March 1792.* 

When he had finished, Thaddeos held the pa- 
pers in his hand ; and unable to recover from the 
shock which he had received by their contents, he 
read them a second time to the end ; then laying 
them on the table, against whirrh he rested lu-t 
now aching head, he gave vent to the fulness, of 
bis heart. 

The countess, anxious for tho eflTdCt her hrstoiy 
might have on her son, at this inrrtant entered the 
room. Seeing him in so dejected an attitude, she 
approached him, and pressing him to ber bosom, 
mingled her tears with his. Thaddens, ashamed 
of his emotions, yet incapable of dissembling 
them, struggled a few moments to release him- 
self from her arms. The countess, mistaking his 
motive, said in a melancholy voice, ' And do 
yon, my son, dpspise your mother lor the weak- 
ness which she has revealed ? Is this the recep^ 
lion that I expected from a child, on whose afTeo- 
tion I reposed my confidence and my comfort?* 

* No, my mother,' replied Thaddeus, • it ia 
jour aiHicUoxLs which have di^scompoiied ma. 
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This is the first unhappy hoar that I ever endor* 
ed, and can you wonder that I should be affect- 
ed. Oh ! mother,' continued he, laying his hand 
on his father's letter, * whatever were his rank, 
had my father been .but noble in mind, I would 
have gloried in bearing his name ; but now, 1 
pat up my prayers never to hear it more.* 

* Forget him,' cried the countess, hiding her 
eyes with her handkerchief. 

* I will,' answered Thaddeus, * and allow my 
memory to dwell only oa the virtues of my 
mother.' 

It was impossible for the countess or her son to 
conceal their agitation from the palatine, who 
now opened the door. On his expressing alarm 
at a sight so unusual, his daughter, finding her- 
self incapable of speaking, put into his hand the 
letter which Thaddeus had just read. Sobieski 
cast his eye over the first lines ; he immediately 
comprehended their tendency, and seeing that the 
countess had withdrawn, looked towards his 
grandson. Thaddeus was walking up and down 
the room striving to command himself for the 
cnnvGrsatioii which he anticipated with his grand- 
father. , 

' I am sorry, Thaddeus,' said Sobieski, * that 
your mother has so abruptly imparted to yon the 
real name and character of your father. I see 
that his villany has distressed a heart, which I 
have sought to make alive to the slightest dishon* 
or. But be consoled, my dear boy \ I have pre- 
sented the publicity of his conduct, by an ambig- 
loiu story of your mother's widowhood. I de- 
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clared to the world, that you were not only the 
son of my daughter, but should be the sole heir 
to my estates and name. Notwithstanding thb 
arrangement, she judged it proper that you ought 
not to enter general society, without having fir«t 
been made acquainted with the true events oi 
your birth. I believe my daughter is right. Eut 
cheer yourself, my child, now that all is past. 
You will embitter the remaiuder of my days, if 
you suffer the vices of a worthless man to prey 
upon your mind.' 

* No, my lord,' answered his grandson, *you 
have been more than a parent to me, ; and hence- 
forward, for your sake, as well as my own, I 
shall hold it my duty, to forget that I drew my 
being from any other source, than the house of 
Sobieski.' ^ 

* You are right,' cried the palatine with an ex- 
ulting emotion, *you have the spirit of your an- 
cestors : and I yet shall live to see you add glory 
to the name !* 

The beaming eyes and smiling lips of the 
young count, declared that he had shaken sorrow 
from his heart. His grandfather squeezed hi^ 
hand with delight ; and saw in his recovered se- 
renity the sure promise of his fond prophecy. 
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CHAPTER n. 



The ftjarfttl day arrived, when Sobieski and 
his grandson were to bid adieu to Villanow and its 
peaceful scenes. 

The well-poised mind of the veteran, bade his 
daughter farewell, with a fortitude which impart- 
ed some of its strength even to her. But when 
Thaddeus, ready habited for his journey, .entered 
the room, at tha sight of his military accoutre- 
ments she shuddered ; and when, with a glowing 
countenance, he advanced, smiling through liis 
tears, towards her, she clasped him in her arms, 
and rivetted her lips to that face whose very love- 
liness added to her affection. She gazed at hitn, 
she wept on his neck, she pressed him to her bosom. 
* O ! how soon may all that beauty be mingled 
with the dust I how soon may that warm heart, 
which then beat against hers, be pierced by the 
8\vord ! be laid on the ground, mangled and 
bleeding, exposed, and trampled on !' The.^e 
thoughts thronged upon her soul, and deprived 
her of sense. She was carried away lifeless by 
her maids ; whilst the palatine, almost by force, 
compelled Thaddeus to quit the spot. 

It was not until the lofty battleraente of Villa- 
now blended with the clouds, that Thaddeus 
cosld throw off bis melancholy. The partmg ag- 
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on J of his mother hnng on his spiriti ; and heavy 
and frequent were his sighs, as he gazed on the 
rasset cottages and fertile fields, which reminded 
him that he was yet passing through the territo- 
ries of his grandfather. The picturesque mill of 
Mariemont was the last sppt on which his sight 
lingered. The ivy that mantled over its sides, 
sparkled with the brightness of a shower that had 
just fallen ; and the rays of the setting sun gleam- 
ing on its shattered wall, made it an object of such 
romantic beauty, as well as interest, that he could 
not help pointing jt out to his fellow travellers. 

Whilst the eyes of general Butzou, who was in 
the carriage, followed the direction of Thaddeus, 
the palatine observed the heightening animation 
of his features, with that philanthropy which ex- 
pands the heart of a good man ; and recollecting 
at the same time the feelings he himself enjoyed, 
when ho visited that place one and twenty years 
ago, he put his hand on the shoulder of Butzou, 
and said, < general, did you ever relate to my boy 
the particulars of that mill .>* 

•No, my lord.' 

' I suppose,' continued the palatine, * the same 
reason deterred you from speaking of it uncalled 
for, as lessened my wish to tell the story ? We are 
both too much the heroes of the tjile, to have vol- 
unteered the recital.' 

• Do you mean, my lord,' asked Thaddeus, 
• the rescue of our king from this place ?' 

« I do.' 

' I have'a very indistinct knowledge of the af^ 
f^vt, I Nmember it was told mo many years 
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wee, but I have nearly forgotten it; and cm' 
only account ibr my apparent insensibility in nev- 
er having inquired any further, to the happy 
thonghtletisness in which you have hitherto per* 
(Ditted nie to live. 

*Bat,' suit} the palatine, whose only object was 
to draw iiis grandson IVoni saddening^ reflections; 
•what will yo« say to nie, turning egotist ?' | 

* I now asivthe story of you;' returned Thad- 
Jeus, snuling; * besides, as soldiers are permitted 
by the fire-side to ^fight their battles o^er agaiWy 
your modesty, grandfather, cannot violently ob- 
ject to repeat it to n)e here, on the way to more.* 

'As a preliminary,' said the palatine, *to relate 
our history in form, I most suppose that it is un- 
necessary t» tell you that general Botzou was the 
brave soldier, who, at the imminent risk of his 
jwn life, saved tliat of our sovereign ?, 

*Of course, 1 know that,' replied the young 
count; •'and that you, too, had a share in it; 
for when I was yesterday presented to his majesty, 
*imongHt other things which he spoke of, he told 
oie tliat he believed, under heaven, hO owed his 
present existance to general Bulzou and yourself.* 

*So very little to me,' resumed Sobieski, Hhat 
I will to the best of my recollection, repeat every 
^rcamstance of the affair. Should 1 err, I must 
3egofyo«, general,' turning to Butzou, *to pul 
iie right ?' 

Botzoa, with tlie glow of honest exultation still 
©aintuis; his face, ncKlded assent; and Thaddeus, 
iwwing to his grandfather in sign of his aUention, 
(be palatine b^io. 
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*It was on Saoday night, the third of Septtftiv 
ber, in the year 1771, that this event took place. 
At that time, instigated by the Courts of Vienna 
andJConstantinopIe, the confederate lords of Po- 
land were laying waste their country from one end 
to the other, and perpetrating all kinds of outrage 
on the loyal inhabitants. 

'Amongst their numerous crimes, a plan wa» 
laid (or surprising and taking the king's person. 
Pulaski was one of the ji.ost daring of these reb- 
cds; and assisted by Lukawiski, Strawiski, Kosin- 
ski, three Poles of distinction, he meditated at 
any rate to accomplisli his death. Accordingly, 
the three latter, in obedience to his orders, with 
forty other conspirators, met at Czet^chokow, and 
in the presence of their commander swore with 
the most horrid oaths, to deliver Stanislaus alive 
or dead into his hands* 

*About a month after this meetii^, these no- 
blemen, at the head of a band of assassins, dis* 
guised themselves as jTeasants; and concealing 
their arms in wagons of hay which they drove 
before them, they entered Warsaw unsuspected. 

*It was ten o'ck>ck on the third of Septem- 
ber, as I have told you, thut they found an op- 
portimity of executing their scheme. They pla- 
ced themselves under cover of the night, in those 
avenues of the city, through which they knew his 
majesty most pass in his way from Villanow, 
whore he had been dining with mc. His carriage 
was escorted by four of his own attendants, my- 
self, and twelve of my guards. We had scarcely 
loft sight }f Villanow, when the conspirators rosb* 
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ed oat and sarroanded qs, commanding the coach- 
man to stop, and beating down the men with the 
butt end of their muakoLs. Several shot were fir- 
ed into the coach. One passed through my hat^ 
as I was getting out, sword in hand, the better to 
repel an attack, the motive of which I could not 
divine. A cut across my right leg with a Sabre, 
soon laid me under the wheels ; and whilst I lay 
there, I heard the shot pouring into the coach like 
hail, and felt the villains stepping over my body 
to finish the niarder ot the king. 

* It was then that our friend Butzou (who at 
that period was a private in my service) stood be- 
tween his sovereign and the rebels. In one in- 
stant he received several balls through his limbs, 
and a thrust from a bayonet in his breast,* which 
cast him, weltering. in his blood, upon me. By 
this tinje^ ajl the persons who had formed the e.-t- 
cort, \r/Q?e either 'wounded or dispersed. Being 
now secure of their prey, one of the assassins open- 
ed the carriage door, and with shocking impreca- 
tions, seizing the king by the hair, cried, * Ty- 
rant, we have thee now ; thy hour is come !' and 
distfharged his pistol. so near his majesty's face, 
that he felt the heat of the flash. A second vil- 
lain cat him on th& forehead with his sword ; 
whilst a third, who was on horseback, laying hold 
of his collar, between himself and another, at 
fall goUop, dragged him along the ground, through 
the suburbs of the city. 

* Daring the latter p^rt of this outrageous 
scene, some of our frighted people returned with 
4 detachment, and seeing Butzou and me almost 
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»ifele«9, carried us to the royal palace, where all 
was commotion 'and alarm. The foot-guards im- 
mediately followed the track that the conspirator? 
had seemed, to take. In one of the streets they 
found the king's hat dyed in blood, and his pe- 
lisse perfectly reticulated with bullet holes. This 
confirmed their apprehensions of his death ; and 
they came back, fiUing all Warsaw with dismay. 

* The assassins meanwhile got clear of the town. 
Finding, however,, that the king by loss of blood, 
weakness, and wounds in his feet, was not likely 
to exist much longer in their manner of dragging 
him towards \heir employer, they set him on a 
horse, and redoubled their speed. When they 
came to the moat which surrounds Warsaw, they 
compelled him to leap across it. In the attempt 
his beast fell twice ; and, at the second fall, broke 
its leg : they then compelled him, fainting as he 
was with pain, to mount another and spur it over. 
The conspirators had no sooner passed the ditch, 
than they threw his majesty down, and held hirn 
there, till Lukawski tore from his neck the ribbon 
of the black eagle, and its diamond cross. Lu- 
kavTski was so foolishly sure of his prisoner, tlrnt 
he quitted his charge, and repaired with his spoilg 
to Pulaski, meaning to show them as an incon- 
testible proof of his success. Many of the other 
plunderers, concluding that they could not do 
better than follow his example, fled also, and left 
only seven of the party, with Kosinski at their 
head, to remain over the unfortunate Stanislaus. 

« The night was now grown sb dark, that they 
ooold not be sitro of their way ; and their horse* 
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stambling at every step over stumps of trees and 
hot OW3 in the earth, increased their apprehensions 
to >ach a degree, that they obliged the king to 
keep up with them on foot : he litterally marked 
his path with his blood, his shoes having been 
torn off in the struggle at the carriage. Thus 
they continued, wandering backwards and for- 
wards and round the outskirts of Warsaw, with- 
Dut any exact knowledge of their situation. The 
men who guarded him, at last became so much 
fifraid of their prisoner taking advai^tage of these 
«ircu instances to escape, that they repeatedly call- 
ed on Kosinski, for orders to put him to death. 
Kosinski refused ; but their demands growing 
more violent and imperious as they found that the 
intricacies of the forest had involved them com- 
pletely, the king expected every moment to re- 
ceive the points of their bayonets in his breast. 

* When I recovered from my swoon, and my 
leg was bound up, I felt myself able to stir ; and 
questioning the officers that stood about my coutih, 
1 found that a general panic had seized them. 
They knew not how to proceed ; they shuddered 
at leaving the king at the mercy of the confeder- 
ates *, and yet were fearful by pursuing them far- 
ther, to incense them, through terror or revenge, 
to massacre their prisoner, if he were still alive. 
I tried what I coi;ld to dispel this last dread. 
Anxious, at any rate to make another attempt to 
preserve him, though 1 could not ride myself, I 
strenuously advised an immediate pursuit on horse- 
back ; and that neither darkness nor danger should 
be permittod to impede their course. A little 
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spirit on the side of the nobles, soon brought back 
hope and animation to the terrified soldiers ; and 
my orders were instantly obeyed. But I must 
add, almost as instantly disappointed : for, in les3 
than half an hour they returned in despair, show- 
ing me his anajesty's coat, which they had found 
in the fosse. L suppose the ruffians tore it ofFwhen 
they rifled him. It was rent in several places, 
and so wet with blood, that the officer who pre- 
sented it to me, declared it as his opinion, that 
they had murdered the king there, and had drawn 
away the body, for by the light of the torches he 
could trace drops of blood to a considerable dis- 
tance. 

* Whilst I was again attempting to combat this 
new evidence of his majesty being beyond the 
reach of succor or of insult, he was driven before 
the seven conspirators, so far into the wood of 
Bielany, that unknowing whither they went, they 
came up with one of tjie guard-houses, and to 
their extreme terror were accosted . by a patrole. 
Four of the", banditti immediately disappeared, 
leaving only two with Kosinski ; who, much a- 
larmed, forced his prisoner to walk faster, and 
keep a profound stillness. Notwithstanding all 
this precaution, scarce a quarter of an ho"r after, 
they were challenged by a second watch ; and 
the other two men, now taking to flight, left Ko- 
sinski full of dismay, alone with the king. His 
majesty, sinking with pain and fatigue, beseeched 
permission to rest for a moment : Kosinski refused, 
and pointing his sword towards his breast, corn- 
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pelled him to proceed. The king obeyed in si- 
lence. 

* As they walked on, the unfortunate Stanis- 
htkSy hardly able to drag one Hinb after the oth- 
er, observed that his conductor gradually seemed 
to forget his vigilance, till he appeared at last 
thoroughly given up to thought. He took cour- 
age at this ; and conceiving sonne hope, from the 
manner in which he was agitated, he ventured to 
lay, * I see, that yon know not how to proceed. 
You cannot but be aware, that the enterprise you 
are engaged in, end^how it will, is full of peril 
to you. Successful conspirators are always jeal- 
ous of each other : Pulaski will find it as easy to 
rid himself of your life, as to take mine. Avoid 
this danger ; aad I will promise you none on my 
account. Suffer me to enter the convent of Bie- 
lany : we cannot be far from it ; and then, do 
you provide for your safety.' Kosinski, rendered 
desperate by the circumstances in whiqh he was 
involved, replied, * No ; I have sworn ; and I 
would rather sacrifice my life, than my honor.* 

* The king had neither strength nor spirits to 
make any answer. They continued to break their 
way through the underwood, till they arrived 
close to Mariemont. Here Stanislaus, unable to 
stir another step, fell back against a tree, and a- 
gain implored, for one moment's rest, to recover 
some power to move. — Kosinski now consented. 
This unexpected humanity gave his majesty cour- 
age to employ the minutes during which they sat 
together, in another attecnpt to soften his heart, 
aad to convince him that the oath he had takoa 
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was atrocious, and by no means binding, to a 
brave and virtuous man. 

* Kosiiiski heard him with attention, and cxhib- 
ited strong symptoms of being allbcicd. * But,* 
said he, ' if f siiould assent to what you propose, 
and reconduct you back to Warsaw, what will be 
the consequence to me ? I shall bo taken, and ex- 
ecuted.' — * I give you my word,' answered iho 
king, * that you siiull not sufTer any injury. \)a% 
if you doubt ray honor, escape wliile you can. I 
shall find my w-ay to some place of shelter, and 
will direct your pursuers to take the opposite road 
to that which you may chuse.' Kosinski entirely 
overcome, threw himself on his knees before \\ia 
majesty ; and, imploring pardon for what he had 
done, swore, that from this hour he would defend 
his king against all the conspirators, and would 
trust confidently on his word, for future preserva- 
tion. Stanislaus repeated his promise of forgive- 
ness and protection ; and directing him to seek reH- 
uge for them both, in the mill near which they 
were discoursing, Kosinski obeyed, and knocked, 
but no one gave answer. He then broke a pano 
of glns«» in the window, and througli it, bejrged 
suc^ii; for a noblenmn, who had been waylaid by 
robbers. The miller refused to co»ne out, or let 
them iu ; telling them it was his belief, they vvero 
robbers themselves, and if they did not go away, 
ho would fire on them. 

* This dispute had continued for near an hour, 
when the king contrived to crawl up close to the 
window, and said, * My good friend, if we were 
banditti, as you suppose, it would be as easy for 
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"U without all this parley, to break into yonr 

boose, as to break this pane of glass; therefore if 

TOO would not incur the shame of suffering a fel- 

vw-creature to perish for want of assistance, let 

OS in.' This argument had it» weight with the 

Rian, and opening the door, he admitted them. 

4fler st>me trouble, his majesty procured pen and 

Jik, and immediately addressing a few lines to me 

it the pallace, with more difficidty he prevailed 

M one of the miller^s sons to carry it; so fearful 

were they of falling in with any of the troop, 

whom they understood had plundered their guests. 

*The joy I experienced at the sight of this 

note, I cannot describe. I well remember the 

contents; they were literally these. 

*By the miraculous hand of providence, I hava 
escaped from the hands of assassins. I am now 
at the mill of Mariemont. Send as soon as possi- 
ble, and take me away, I am wounded, hut not 
dangerously.' 

* Regardless of my condition, I instantly got" 
into a carriage, and followed by a dettichment of 
horse, arrived at the mill. I met Kosinski at the 
do«r, keeping guard with his sword drawn. As 
he knew my person, he admitted me directly. 
The king had fallen into a sleep, and lay in one 
corner of the hovel, on the ground, covered with 
Jie ntiller's cloak. To see the most virtuous mon- 
arch in the world, thus abused by his ungrateful 
tobjectd, pierced me to the heart; and kneeling 
down by his side, I took hold of his hand, and 
b a paroxysm of tears, which I am not aslmmed 
to eoofess, I •xclaime<U 'I thank Almighty God, 
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that I again see my sovereign alive !^ It is not 
easy to say, how these words struck the simple 
family with amazcinent. They instantly dropped 
on their knees before the king, whom my voice 
had awakened, and beseeched his pardop for all 
their iU-manners. The good Stanislaus soon qui- 
eted their fears; and graciously thanking them 
for their kindness, told the miller to come to the 
palace the next day, when he would, show him hia 
gratitude jin a better way than by pr.orriises. 

'Five minutes afterwards, the officers of the 
detachment assisted his majesty and myself into the 
carriage; and, accompanied by Kosinski, we 
reached Warsaw about six in the morning.* 

*Yes,' interrupted Butzou, *I remember the 
joy I felt when the news was brought to me, in 
my bed, that I had not in vain received the 
wounds intended for my sovereign : and besides, 
his majesty visited his poor soldier in his chamber. 

Do you ^ot recollect, my lord, how he was 
bronghl into my room Jn a chair, between two 
men ? and how he thanked me, and shook hands 
with me ? It made me weep like a child.* 

*But,* inquired Thaddeus, hardly recovering 
from the deep attention with which he hud listes- 
ed to this recital; *what became of Kosinski ! I 
suppose the king kept his word.* 

*He did indeed, replied Sobieski; *his word 
is at all times sacred. Yet I believe Kosinski had 
tiis fears that he would not be so generous; for I 
perceived him look anxious, and change color 
very often, whilst he was in the ooach. Howev- 
er be was looa tranquillize^ by his majesty*s maa^ 
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Ber, who, when he alighted at the palace in the 
midst of the joyoas cries of the people, ^shouting, 
* The king is alive !* leaned open his arm, in 
preference to mine, and presented him to the pop- 
nlace, as his preserver. The great gate was or- 
dered to be left open : and never, whilst I live, 
•hall I again behold sach a scene ! every soul in 
Warsaw, from the highest to the lowest, came 
ronning to catch a glimpse of their rescued sove- 
reign ; seeing the doors free, they entered , with- 
out ceremony, and thronged forward in crowds, 
to get near enoagh to kiss his hand, or to touch 
btsciotlies ; then, elated with joy, they turned to 
Kosin«ki, and loaded him with demonstrations of 
gratitude, calling him the « l^aviotir of their good 
king,* Kosinski bore all this with surprising firm- 
ness ; but in a day or two, when the facts of the 
bosiness became known, he felt that he might 
meet with different treatment from the people, 
and therefore petitioned his majesty for leave to 
depart. Stanislaus consented, and he retired to 
Semigallia in the papal territories, where he now 
fives, on a very handsome pension from the kins.* 
* For mo,' said the general, * you see how he 
has rewarded roe for that which had I left un- 
done, I should deserved to have been shot. Ho 
pat it at my option, to become what I pleased a 
boot his person, or hold what rank I liked in the 
army. Attached as I have ever been to your fam- 
ily, under which all my ancestors have lived and 
fought, I vowed in my own mind never to quit 
it ; and accordingly only begged permission of my 
■overeign to remain with the Count Sobieski. I 
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did remain : *bat see,* cried he, with kit voio< 
filtering, *what they have made ef me I I com- 
luaad those troops, among wiiora it was once mj 
greatest glory to be a private soldier.* 

Thaddeua pressed the hand of the retran be- 
tween both his, and regarded him with respeet and 
iffection, whilst the grateful old man wiped oflT a 
^ear that was trickling down his face. 

*How happy ought it fo make you, my son,* 
observed Sebieski, 'that you are called oat te sa|>- 
portsuch a sovereign ! "' He is not merely a king 
whom you follow to battle, becaase he will lead 
you to honor; the hearts of his people feel him 
in a different light : they look on him as their 
friend; as a being deligated by God, to stady 
what is their greatest good, then to bestow it, and, 
when it is attacked, to defend it. To preserve 
the life of such a sovereign, who is there that 
would not sacrifice his own ?' 

<Yes,* cried* Butzoa; *and how ought we to 
abhor those who threaten his life ! How ought we 
to estimate those crowned heads, who, under the 
mask of amity, have, from the year sixty-tour 
when he ascended the tlurone, till now, been plot> 
ting his death ! This calamity, O heation, avert ! 
Happen when it may, it will, I fear, be a prelude 
to the certain ruin of oar country !* 

'Not so,' interrupted Thaddeus, with oarnest- 
oess : 'not whilst a Polander has power to lifl an 
arm, shall it be quite lost*' 

Butzoa applauded his spirit; and warmly sec- 
onded the palatine (who, nerer v^^eary of infn- 
smg into every emotion of his grandson an inter- 
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est for hts coantry) pursaed the disconrse, and 
dvrelt minately on the happy tendency of the gio- 
rioas constitution of ninety-one, in defence of 
which they were now going to hazard their lives. 
As Sobieski pointed out its several excellencies, 
ipd described the pure spirit of freedom which 
animated its laws, the feelings of Thaddeus fol- 
lowed his eloquence ; with the restraintless fervor 
of youth he branded the names of Catharine and 
the faithless Frederick, with some of those epi- 
thets, which posterity Will not fafl to ratify. , Dur- 
ing thoMO conversations, Thaddeus forgot his re- 
grets ; and the third day, they put themselves at 
die head of their men, - and conunenced a rega- 
Ur march. 
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CHAPTER III 



The little army of tho palatine, passed hy the 
battlements of Ghelm, crossed the Bag, into VoU 
hlnia, and impatiently^ counted the leagues over 
tho9e vast plains, till it reached the borders of 
Kiovia. 

When the column, at the head of which Thad- 
deus was stationed, descended the heights of Li- 
niny, and the broad camp of his countrymen 
,bur8t upon his sight, he felt his heart swell wifti an 
pmotion quite new to him. He beheld with ad- 
miration, the regular disposition of the entrench- 
ments, the long intersected streets, and the warlike 
appearance of the soldiers, whom he could descry, 
even at that distance, by the beams of a bright 
evening sun which shone on their arms. 

In half an hour, his troops descended into the 
plain, where, meeting those of the palatine and 
the general, the three columns again united, and 
Phaddeus joined his grandfather in the van. 

*My lord,' cried he, as they met, *can I be- 
hold such a sight, and despair of the freedom of 
Poland !' . 

Sobieski made no reply; but giving him one 
of those expressive looks, which immediately makes 
its way to the soul, he commanded the troops to 
advance with greater speed. In a few moments 
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ihey reached the outworks of the camp, and en- 
tered the linen. The eager eyes of Thaddena 
wandered from object to object Thrilling with 
that deiigiit with which youth beholds wonders, 
and anticipates more, he stopped with the rest of 
the party before a tent which general Butzou in- 
ibroied him beldnged to the commander in chief. 
They were met in the vestibule, by an husser of- 
ficer of a most commanding appearance. Sobi- 
eski and he having accosted each other with mu- 
tual congratulations, the palatine turned round to 
Thaddeus, took him by the hanci, presented him 
to his friend, and said with a smile, 

*Here, my dear Kosciuszko, this young man 
is my grandson, he is called Thaddeus; and I 
trust that he will neither disgrace your name nor 
mine.' 

KoscinszKo embraced the young count, and with 
a hearty pressure of the hand, replied; *if you re- 
te.'iible your grandfather, Thaddeus, you Will re- 
member, that the only king of Poland who equal- 
led Stanislaus, was a Sobieski; and as, becomes 
his decendant, you will not spare your best blood 
b the service of yout country.* 

As Kosciuszko finished speaking, an aid-de- 
eamp came forward, to lead the party into the 
room of audience. Prince Poiiiutowski welcom- 
ed the palutine and hjs suit, with the most lively 
expressions of pleasure. He gave Thaddeua, 
whose figure and manner instantly charmed him, 
many flattering assurances, of friendship; and 
promised that he would appoint huii to the first 
post of honor that shoold oiTer. After detain- 
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ing bim half an hour, on the object of their march, 
his highness withdrew, and they rejoined Kosck- 
uszko; who conducted them to the quarter where 
the Masovian soldiers had already pitched their 
tents. ■ ' . 

The officers who supped with Sobieski, left him 
at an early hour, that he might retire to rest; but 
Thaddeus, neither felt able nor Inclined to benefit 
by their consideration. Ije laid himself down on 
the bed, shut his eyes and tried tcv sleep; but ^ 
was all in vain;, in vain he turned from side ta 
«ide, in vain he attempted to restrict his thoughts 
to one thing at once; his imagination was roas> 
ed by anticipating the scenes in which he wiis to 
become an actor', that he found it impossible even 
to lie still. Hi<f spirits being quite awake, he de- 
termined to rise, and walk himself drowsy. 

Seeing his grandfather sound asl«epv he got up, 
and dressed hiinself quietly: then stciling gently 
from the marquee, he gave the word in a low 
whisper to the guard at the door,, and proceeded 
down the lines. The pitying; moon seemed to 
stand in the heavens, watdhihg the awakening 
of those heroes, who the next day might sleep tm 
rise no more. At another time, and in another 
mood, such nriight have been his reflections; but 
now, he pursued his walk with far different 
thoughts; no sensations but those of joy moved 
his brciist. He felt what he saw only; the li^Iit 
of that beautifull planet, trailing its long stream 
of gl<)ry across the eutrenclmients; and a solitary 
candle here and there, glimmering through the 
curtained e^aace of the teiits> and showing thai 
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tfwir inniates were probably longing with the samo 
a«x«ety as faiiuseir for the iiioming's dawn. 

Thaddeas walked sl6wiy on ; sometimes paas- 
iag at the lonely footfull of the centinel ; or an- 
swering, with a start, to the sadden challenge of 
the patroie ; then lingoiing at the door of some 
of these canvass dwellings, he offered ap a pray- 
er for the brave inhabitant, who had quitted the 
eodearments of home, to expose his 'life, and 
stand on this 8p«t, a bulwark of liberty. Thad- 
deus knew not what it was to be a soldier from 
profession ; he had no idea of making war a 
trade, by which a man is at any rate to acquire 
subsistence and wealth : he had but one motive 
for appearing in the field, and one for leaving it. 
I'he first energy of his mind, was a desire to as- 
sert the rights of his country. It had been incul- 
cated into him (rom an infant ; it had been the 
subject of his morning thoughts,, and nightly 
dreams ; it was now the passion which beat in ev- 
ery artery of his heart : yet, he knew no honor 
in slaughter: his glory 4ay in the defence ; and, 
when that was accomplished, his sword should re- 
turn to it) scabbard, unstained b> the blood of a 
vanquish^ or an invaded people. On these prin- 
ciples, he was at this hour full of enthusiasm, a 
glow of triumph flitted over his cheek, for he had 
lefl the indulgences of his nrather's palace, had 
lefl her maternal arms to take upon him the toils 
of war, and risk aa existence just blown into en< 
joyofient. He felt a proud satisfaction, as this 
passed in his mind ; and with all that auKnation 
whieb an inexperieae^ and raised fancy, imparts 
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to that age when boyhood breuiks into man, |ii* 
soul griispod at every simw of creation willi tim 
confidence of belief : preaaing the sabre wliich ho 
liuld in liis hand, to liis lips, he half uttered; 
* Never will I suffer this sword to leave my arm, 
but at the conunand^f mercy ; or when death 
sliall deprive my nerves of their strength.* 

Morning was tinging the hills that bound the 
eastern horizon of VVinnica, before Thaddeus 
found that his pelisse was wet with duw, (md that 
he ought to return toJiis tent, ile had hardly 
laid his head upon his pillow, and * iuNed his senses 
ill forfretfulntss,'* when he was disturbed by a cim- 
fused noise, and the drum beating to arms, lie 
opened his eyes ; seeing that Sobieski was out of 
bed, he sprung from his own, and asked, what 
was the matter ? ' 

* Only follow me directly,* answered his grantk- 
father, as he quitted tlie tent. 

Whilst Thaddeus was putting on his clothf*^ 
and buckling ow his arms, with a trendiling eager- 
ness that almost defeated his haste, an aid-de> 
camp of the princess entered. He infornied him 
thsit an advanced guard of the Russians, about 
three hundred piquets, had attacked one of the Po- 
lish out-posts, to which lieutenant Lom/:i iiad been 
commanifed the evening before ; and that his 
highness had ordered a detachment from the pal- 
ntme's brigade to mardt immediately to its relief. 
I^cfore Thaddeus ha-] time to reply, Sobieski sent 
in, to apprize his grandson the prince had appoint- 
ed him to be second in command, over tlie tnH>ps 
which were taming out to assist the lieutenant. — 
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Thnddeas beard this message with delight; jet 
fearful how the event might answer the expecta- 
tions which this high distinction declared, he issu- 
ed from his tent, like a youthful Mars, or rather 
like the young Isadas, trembling at the dazzrm<; 
eifect8 of his temerity; and hiding his valor and 
his bloshes beneath the waving plumes of his 
helmet. Kosciuszko, who was to head the party, 
observed his modesty with pleasure, and shaki ni^ 
him warmly by th^ hand,* Go, Thaddeus,' said 
be» 'take your station on the left flank; I shall 
require your fresh spirits to lead the charge I in- 
tend it to make, and to ensure its success.' Thad- 
deos bowed to these encouraging words, and took 
his place according to order. 

Every thing being ready, the dotachmert quit- 
ted the camp, and deshing through the dews of a 
sweet morning, for it was yet May, in a few hours 
arrived in view of the Russian battalions. Loni- 
za who from the only redoubt now in his pos- 
session, first caught a glimpse of this welcome re> 
iuforcement, ra led -his f«w remaining men, and 
by the time that Kosciuszko came up, contrived 
to join him in the van. The fight recommenced. 
Thaddeus at\he head of his hussars, in full gallop,, 
bore down upon the enemy. They received the 
charge with firmness; but the young leader, per- 
ceiving that extraordinary means were necessary, 
exerted his voice to the utmost; calling on his 
men to follow him, he put spurs to his horse, and 
rushed into the thickest of the battle. His sol- 
diers did not shrmk; they pr''*'j;»ed on, r- owing 
down the foremost rauks, whiUi he by a lucky 
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■trpke of his sabre, disabled the sword-arm of tha 
Russian standard-bearer, and seized the^ colors. 
His own troops seeing the standard in his hand, 
with one accord, in loud and repeated cries,. 
sh()uted victory. The reserve of the ehemy, alarm* 
ed at this outcry, instantly gave way, and retreat- 
ing with precipilation, was soon followed by the 
rear ranks of the centre, where Kosciuszko hud 
already slain the commander of the attack. The 
6anks next gave ground ; and afler holding a short 
stand at intervals, at length fairly turned about, 
and fled, panic struck, across the country. 

The conquerors, dated with so sudden a sac- 
cess, put their horses on full speed, and wkhout 
order or attention, pursued the fugitives with the 
noise of thunder, till they were lost amidst the 
trees of a distant wood. Kosciuszko now< called 
on his mo^n to stop; but he called in vain : they 
continued their career, animating each other, and 
with redoubled shouts drowning the voice of their 
jeheral, and Thaddeus, who galloped forwards, 
repeating the command till they were met at the 
entrance of the wood, by a few stragglers, who 
l>ad formed themselves into a body. It withstood 
.he first onset of tbel Voles with considerable stead- 
iness : but afler a skirmish of ten minutes, it fled 
i second time; and took refuge in thd bushes, 
where, still regardless of orders, their enemies 
followed. Kosciuszko foreseeing the consequence 
jf this rashness, ordered Thaddeus to dismount 
part of his glquadron, and march afler these head- 
strong men, into the forest. He came up with 
hem oa the edge uf a heathy tract of land, joit 
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as they were ei^eiiding their lines to sarroond a 
band of arqaebasers, who, haviog kept ap a quick 
ranning fire as they retreeted, had drawn their 
paraaers thus far into the thickets. Heedless oi 
any thing but giving their enemy a complete de< 
feat, the Polanders went oq» never looking to ths 
left nor to the right, till, all at once, they {band 
theinselves encompased by two thousand Musco- 
vite horse, several battalions of chaseurs, and io 
front of fourteen pieces of cannon, which this 
dreadful ainbnscade fired upon them, with instaiU 
and unrenMtted violence. 

Thaddeos threw himself into the midst of hirf 
countrymen, and taking the place of their unfor- 
tunate conductor, who had been killed in the first 
sweep of the artillery, prepared the men for d 
d:2sperfite st^nd. He gave his orders with intre- 
pidity and coolness, though under a heavy shower 
of iikusquetry, and a cannonade, which carried 
death in every round; it was only how to relieve 
tiid anl^fiky Poles from the dilemma into which 
:hey had plunged theinseives, that occupied* hie 
mind. In a few minutes, the scattered soldiers 
were consolidated into a close phalanx, flanked and 
reared with the pikemen; * who stood like a grove 
of pines in a day of tempest, only moving their 
hearts and arms.* Many of the Roasian horse im- 
paled themselve, on the sides of this little phalanx, 
wiiich they vainly attempted to shake though the 
3rd nance was rapidly weakening its strength. 
Pile afler file the men were swef t . down, their 
bouies making a horrid rampart of their brave 
comrades, who» rendered desperate by slaughter. 
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threw away their most cfamberoos accootremento, 
and crying to their leader, *Let us escape or die !' 
followed him sword in hand; and bearing like a 
torrent upon the enemy's rank, who expected 
nothing leas, cut their way right through the for- 
est. The Russians, exasperated that their prey 
should not only escape, but escape l^y such daunt- 
less valor, hung closely on their rear, goading 
them with musquetry, whilst they (like a wound- 
ed lion, hardly pressed by the hunters, who re- 
treats, and yet stands proudly at bay) gradiially 
retired towards the camp, moving with a j back- 
ward step, their faces towards the foe. 

Meanwhile, Sobieski, anxious for the fate of 
the day,. had mounted the dyke, and looked ea- 
gerly around, for the arrival of some messenger 
from the little array. As the wind blew strongly 
from the south, a cloud' of dust precluded his 
view; but from the nearer approach of the firing, 
and the clashing of arms, he. was led to fear that 
his frhends had been defeated, and were thus re- 
treating towards the camp. He Quitted the lines 
instantly, to call out a fresh reinforcement, when 
the enemy, at the sight of Kosciuszko and his 
squadron on the full charge, suddenly halted and 
wheeling round, lef\ the harrassed Polanders to 
enter the trenches in quiet 

Thadd^us, covered with dust and blood, flung 
himself into his grandfather's arms. In the heat 
of action, his left arm had been wounded by a 
Cossac; fearful that the bleading might disable 
him from farther service, at the moment it hu|>- 
peaed» he bound it up in hit aaib, and had thought 
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BO more of'it until the palatine, now remarked 
(he staina upon his cloak and the bosom of his 
shirt. 

♦ My hnrt is slight, my dear sir :' said he, * I 
wish to heaven, it were all' the evil that has befal- 
len OS to day ! Look at the remnant of our 
brave comrades.' 

Sobieski tamed his eyes on the panting soldiers, 
and on Kosciaszko, who was inspecting them. 
Some, no longer upheld by desperation, were sink- 
ing with wounds and fatigue ; these the good gen- 
eral, ever mindful of the comfort of his men, was 
sending off in litters to the medical department : 
and others who had sustained the conflict of the 
day without meeting any personal harm, aflier 
having received the praise and admonition of their 
commander, were dismissed to their quarters. 

Before this inspection was half over, the pala- 
tine found it necessary to assist Thaddeus to his 
tent, who, in spite of his exertions to the contra- 
ry, had become so faint, that he rather staggered 
than walked, as he was led off the ground., 

A very short time perfectly restored him ; and 
with his arm in a sling, he joined his brother of- 
Bcers on the fourth day at the parade. After the 
duty of the morning, he heard with concern, that 
daring his confinement, frequent skirmishes had 
taken place between his countrymen and their ad- 
versaries, in which they found, that the Russians 
had augmented their force to such a tremendous 
strength, that it would be impossible for the Poles 
to remain longer' at Winnica, without incurring 
the danger of being surrounded and out to pieces. 
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In consequence of this, the prince held a cnancil 
late the preceding night, in which it was deter- 
mined tiiat the canip should be itninediateiy ruzeJ 
and removed towaids Zieiime. 

This news displejised 1 h.iddeus, who in liis fai- 
ry dreams of war, always added conquest, us the 
sure end of his battles ; and many were tfie sighs 
he- drew, wlien next day, at an hour before dawn, 
ho witnessed^ the striking of tlie tents, which he 
lliouglu to be only the prelude to a shameful 
flij^t from the enemy. While he was standing 
by the sides of the busy people, and mushig on 
tie nice line which divides prudence Trom pusillan- 
iniity, hi^ granfather came up, and desiring him 
to mount his liorse, told hirn by reiison of the un- 
healed stale of his wound, that he was not to 
take his appropriate place in the vanguard, but 
to march in the centre, along with the Pruice and 
hrs suite. Thaddeus very warmly remonstrated 
against this arrangement : he called his hurt a 
mere scratch ; and almost reproached the palatine 
for forfeiting his promise, that he should always 
be stationed neiir him. Sobieski would not be 
movtid, either by argument or intreaty ; Thadde- 
us finding he neither, could nor ought to oppose 
him, obeyed, and followed an aid-de-camp to his 
highness. 

After a march of three hours, the army came 
in sight of Volunna, when the advanced colua.n 
suddenly halted. Thaddeus who was about 'aalf 
a mile to its reiur, with a throbbing heart heard 
that a momentous pass must be disputed before they 
could proceed. Ue curbed bis horse ; thep. al- 
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moft gave it the spar, so eagerly did he wish to 
penetrate the cload of smoke which rose in vol- 
■mes, from the discharge of musketry, on who^e 
wing at every round, he dreaded it might carry 
the fate of his grandfather. At last the firing 
ceased, and the troops were commanded to go 
forward. On entering the contested defile, Thad- 
deas shuddered ; for at every step the heels of his 
charger struck upon the wounded or dead. There 
lay his enemies, here lay his friends ; his respira- 
tion felt suffocated ; his eyes clung to the ground, 
expecting at each moment, to fasten themselves 
on the breathless body of his grandfather. 

Again, the tumult of battle presented itself. 
About a hundred soldiers, in one firm rank, stood 
at the end of the pass, firing on the rear-guard of 
the Russians, which was rapidly dispersing. Thad- 
deus checked his horse. Five hundred had been 
detached to this post ; how few remained ! Could 
he hope Sobieski had escaped such a desperate ren- 
contre ? Fearing the worst, and dreaded to have 
those fears confirmed, his heart sickened when he 
received the orders of Poniatowski, to examine 
the extent of the loss. He rode up close to the 
mouth of the defile. He could no where see the 
palatine. A few of th^ hussars, a little in ad- 
vance, were engaged over a heap of the killed, 
as if defending it from a troop of the chasseurs, 
who appeared fighting for the barbarous privilege 
of trampling on the bodies. Thaddeus, at this 
sight, and impelled by despair, called out, • Cour- 
age soldiers ! the prince ia here.' The chasseurs 
lM>kiDg foxward» saw tiiat the ioforma^n was 
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trae, and took to flight Poniatowski, almost ai 
the word, was by the side of his young friend, 
who, unconscious of any thing but filial solicitude, 
had immediately dismounted. 
" * Where is the palatine ?' cried he to a soldier, who 
was stooping towards the slain he had attempted 
to defend. The man made no answer, but lifted 
from the heap, the bodies of two soldiers, wUich 
lay at top', beneath these, Thadd^us saw the 
pale and deadly features of his grandfather. He 
staggered a few paces back, when ihe prince 
thinking that he was falling, put out hi^ arm to 
catch hjni ; but he recovered himself, i|nd flew 
forwards to assist Kosciuszko, who had raised the 
head of the palatine upon his knee. 

♦ Is he alive ?' cried Ihaddeus. 

• He breajhei ' 

Hope was now as warm in his breast, as it had 
Deibre been cold : they soon released JSobieski from 
the surrounding dead ; but his swoon continuiug, 
the prince desired hiin to be laid on a bank, until 
a litter could be brought from the rear ranks to 
convey him to a pUce of security. Meantime, 
Thaddeus and the general bound up his wounds, 
and , poured sortje water into his lips. The eflB- 
sjon of blood behig stopped, the brave veteran 
opened his eyes' ; and in a few minutes, whilst he 
leaned on the bosom of his grandson, was so far 
recovered ,^as to receive, with his usual modest dig- 
nity, the thanks of his highness for the intrepidity 
with which he had preserved a passage that ensur- 
ed the safety of the whole arm^. 

Two surgeoos arrived with the litter, and re- 
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Kered the anxiety of the by-standeri ^with ' the m- 
earance that the wounds which they had re-exaoa- 
ined did not appear to be dangerous. Having 
laid their patient on the vehicle, they were pre- 
paring to retire with it into the rear, when Thad- 
deas petitioned the prince to grant him permission 
to take the command of the guard that was ap- 
pointed to attend his grandfather. His highnesi 
consented; hot Sobieski, positively gave bis neg 
ative. 

♦No, ThaddcHs,' said he, *yoa forget the eC- 
fect that all this solicitude about so triflihg a mat- 
ter might have en the men. Remember that he 
who goetf into battle, only puts his own life to th« 
hazard; bat he who abandons the field, sports 
with the lives of his soldiers. Do not give them 
leave to suppose, that even your dearest interests 
could tempt you from the front of danger, whea 
it is vour duty to remain.' Thaddeus obeyed his 
grandfather in silence; and at seven o'clock the 
army re:«umed their march. 

Near Zielime, the prince was saluted by eounC 
Potocki, at the head of some fresh troops which 
he had collected at Zaslow. This succor appear- 
ed ^iMry seasonable. The scouts brought informa- 
tion, that directly across the plain, the Russians, 
under the command of general Brinicki, had 
doubled their numbers, and wore drawn up in or- 
der of battle, to disipute their progress. 

Thaddeus, for the first time, shuddered at the 
sight of the enemy. Should his friends be defeat- 
ed, what might be the fate of his granifather, 
DOW rendered helpless by bit wounds 1 Occupied 
Vol. I.— 4. 
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by these fears, with anxiety in his heart and ]wM», 
he kept his place at the head of the light horse 
close to the hill. 

Prince Pon.atowski ordered the lines to extend 
themselves, that the right should reach to the riv 
er, and the left be covered by a rising ground, on 
which were mounted seven pieces of ordnance. 
Immediately after these dispositions, the battlo 
commenced. It continued with violence and uu- 
ibating fury, from eight in the morning until sun- 
3et. Several times, during the contest, the Poles 
were driven from their ground; but rocovcring 
themselves, and animated by their commanders, 
they prosecated the fight with adrantage. Gen« 
eral Briakki perceixing that the fortune of tb'> 
day was going against him, callod ap the body ,f 
reserve, consisting of four thousand men besides 
several cannon, for which they erected temporary 
batteries in a few minutes; with this unexpected 
addition of new forces, he opened a rapid and 
destructive fire on the Polanders, who, already 
Kinking with the fat'^ne of niurching, and the heat 
of the sun, wore now on the point of giving way. 
Cosciuszko, alarmed at the retrngade motion of 
the troops, gave immediate orders for a close at- 
tack on the enemy in front, whilst Thaddens, at 
the head of his hussars, should wheel round Xhm 
hill of artillery, and with loud cries, charge the 
opposite flank. This stratagem succeeded. The 
Cossacks who were posted on the spot, seeing the 
impetuosity of the Poles, and the quarter from 
whence they came, supposing them to be a fresb 
«qaadron, gave sroand> and opecung m all direc- 
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(sons, threw their own people into a concision 
that completed the defeat Kosciuszko and the 
prince were eqaally saccessful, where they attack- 
ed ; and a general panic amongst their adverea- 
ries waa the consequence. The whole of the Rus- 
sian army now took to flight, except a few regi- 
ments of carabinerg, who were entangled between 
the river and the Poles. These were immediately 
sarrounded by a battalion of Masovian infantry, 
which, enraged at the loss its body had sustained 
the preceding day, was answering their cries for 
quarter, with reproach and derision. At this in- 
stant, the Sobieski squadron, who were sconcing 
the field, eame up, and Thaddeus, who saw the 
perilous situation of these regiments, directly or- 
dered that they might be taken prisoners, and the 
slaughter cease. The Masovians exhibited strong 
signs of dissatisfaction at these commands ; but 
the young count, charging through them, ranged 
his troops before the Russians, and threatened 
that the first man who would dare to lift a sword 
again8t*his order, should be shot. The Poles drop- 
ped their arms. The poor oarabiners fell on their 
knees to thank his mercy ; whilst their officers, in 
a sullen silence, which seemed ashamed of grati- 
tude, surrendered their swords into the hands of 
then' deliverers. 

During this scene, only one very young Rus- 
sian, appeared wholly refractory. He held up his 
sword in a menacing posture, when Thaddeus, 
who was approaching, drew near ; and before he 
had time to speak, the young man made a longe 
at hit breast, which one of bie hnamn parrying 
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with great dexterity, strnck him to the earth : ho 
would have killed hira on the spot, had not Thad- 
deus caught the blow on his own sword, and in- 
stantly dismounting, raised the othcer from the 
ground, apologizing for the too hasty zeal of his 
soldier. The youth bJushed, and bowing, present- 
ed his sword, which was received, and directly re- 
turned. 

* Brave sir, said he, * I feel myself ennobled in 
restoring this sword to one, who so courageously 
defended it.' 

The Russian made no other reply, than by a 
second bow, and putting his hand on his breusl, 
which was wet with blood. Ceremony was now 
at an end. Thaddeus never considered the unfor- 
tunate as strangers : accosting the wounded youug 
soldier with a friendly voice, he assured him oi 
his services, and mude him lean on his shoulder. 
'J'he officer, incapable of speaking, accepted the 
assistance of his enemy ; but belore the convey- 
ance arrived for which two men had been dispatch- 
ed, he fainted in his arms., Thaddeus, who was 
obliged to join the prince with his prisoners, very 
unwillingly left the young Russian in this situa- 
tion. Before he did so, he directed one of his 
lieutenants to stay behind, and take care that the 
surgeons should pay attention to the officer, and 
have his litter carried next to the palatine's during 
the rest of the march. 

When the army halted at nine o'clock, prepa- 
rations were made to fix the camp ; and in case of 
a sucprisal from any part of the dispersed enemy 
which' might have rallied, orders were delivered 
for tlurowing up ft dyke. Thaddeus, having boea 
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•ssarecl that his grandfather and the wounded Rus- 
sian were comfortably stationed together, did not 
hesitate to accept with alacrity the command of 
the entrenching party ; to that end, he wrapped 
hinaself loosely in his pelisse, and prepared for a 
long watch. The night was beautiful. It being 
the month of June, a soflening warmth still float- 
ed through the air, as if the moon, which shone 
over his head, emitted heat as well as splendor. 
Hb mind was in unison with the season. He rode 
slowly round, from bank to bank, sometimes 
speaking to the workers in the fosse, sometimes 
lingering for a few minutes, looking on the 
ground, he thought on the element of which 
he was composed, to which he might so soon 
return ; then gazing upwards,, he observed the 
silent march of the stars, and the moving scene 
of the heavens ! On whatever he cast his eyes, 
his soal, which the recent events had dissolved 
into a temper not the less delightful for be- 
ing tinged with melancholy, dwelt with intense 
feeling on the littleness of human pride, when op- 
posed to the grandeur of eternity. He looked 
with pity over that wide tract of land, which now 
lay betwixt him and the remains of those four 
thousand Russians who had fallen a sacrifice to the 
insatiate desires of ambition. He well knew the 
difference between a defender of his own country 
and the invader of another's. He felt his heart 
beat, his soul expand, at the prospect of securing 
liberty and life to a virtuous people ; while he 
could only imagine, how that spirit must shrink 
firom reflection, which would animate the head 
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and hands of a self^ondemned slave, to fight, not 
merely to fasten chains on others, but to rivet bis 
own still closer. The best affections of man hav- 
ing put the sword into the hand of Thaddeas, bia 
principles, as a philosopher, did not rebel in the 
smallest degree against his passion for arms. When 
he was told that the fortifications were finished, be 
retired with a tranquil step and smiling conscience, 
towards the Masovian quarters. He foand the 
palatine awake, and eager to welcome hinK with 
the joyful reply to his anxious inquiries, that his 
wounds were so slight, as to promise a spoedy a- 
roendment Thaddeus asked for his prisoner. 
The palatine said, * he is in the next tent, where, 
according to your desire, the surgeon never leaves 
him ; and he has given a very favorable opinion 
on the wound, which was a shot through the mus- 
cles of the breast' 

' Have you seen him, ray dear sir !' asked 
Thaddeus, * Does he express himself, as if he felt 
at ease, and thought himself well treated ?' 

< Yes,* replied the palatine, * I was supported 
into his marquee, before I retired to my own. I 
toW him who I was, and repeated your offers of 
setvice. He received what I said, with lively ex^ 
pressfons of gratitude ; and at the same time de- 
clared that he had nothing to blame, but his own 
folly, in bringing him to the state in which he 
then was.' 

< How, my lord ! asked Thaddeus, rather sur- 
prised, * Does he repent of being a soldier ? Or 
is he ashamed of the cause for which he fought ?' 

* Both, Thaddeus ^ he is no {lassian, but a. 
^oiuig Englishman.* 
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*Aii Knglishman ! and raise bis arm against a 
fiountry struggling for liberty ?' 

*It U very true,* returned the palatine; *but 
«is he confessed, that it was his folly, and per- 
saasions of others, which impelled him, he merits 
pardoir; he is a mere youth; I think hardly your 
age. I understand that he is of rank; and hav- 
ing nndertaken the tour of Europe under the di- 
rection of a travelling governor, he took Russia 
in his map of route. At Petersburgh he became 
intimate with many of the nobility, particularly 
with count Hrinicki, at whose house he resided 
and when his lordship was named to the command 
of the army in Poland, Mr. Somerset, (for that 
is your prisoner's name,) instigated by his own 
volatility and the arguments of his host, volun- 
teer* d with him; and so followed his friend ,to 
oppose that freedom here, which h^ would have 
asserted in his own nation.' 

Thiiddeus thanked his grandfather for this in- 
fbrmatiofi; abd pleased that the young man, who 
had eo mach interested him, was any thing but a 
Rassian, he instantly repaired to his tent. 

A generous heart is as eloquent in acknowledg- 
ing beueHts, as it would be bounteous in bestow- 
ing them; and Mr. Somerset received his preser- 
ver with the warmest demonstrations of gratitude. 
Thsddeus be«rged him not to consider himself as 
particularly obliged, by a conduct which every 
soldier of honor has a right to expect from anoth- 
er. The Englishman bowed his head, and Thad- 
jeas sat down by his bed side, where he remaio* 
id OMvoruQg. it near an hour. 
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' Whilst he gathered fron. his own lips a coirob* 
oration of the narrative of the palatine, he could 
not forbear inquiring, how a person of his appar- 
ent candid nature, and who was also the native 
of a soil where liberty had so long been the palla^ 
dium of its happiness, could Tolunteer in a cause , 
the end of which was to make a brave people 
slaves ? 

Somerset listened to these questions with blush* 
es; and they did not leave his fat^e, when he con- 
fessed, that all he could say in extenuation of what 
he had done, w&s to plead his youth, and having 
thought little on the subject. 

*I was wrought upon,' continued he, *by a 
variety of circumstances; first, tl^ principles of 
Mr. Loftus, my governor, are strongly in favor 
of the court of Petersburgh : secondly, my fath- 
er disliked the army, and [ adored it; this was 
the only opportunity in which I might ever satisfy 
my passion: and lastly, I believe I was daizled 
by the picture which the young men about me, 
drew of the campaign. I longed ts be » soldier: 
they persuaded me; and I followed them to the 
field, as I would have done to a ball-room, heed- 
Jess of the consequence.* 

•Yet,' replied Thaddeus, smiling, 'from the 
intrepidity with which you maintained your ground 
when your arms were demanded, any one might 
have thought that your whole soul, as well as 
^our body, was engaged in the cause.' 

•To be sure, returned he, * 1 was a blockhead 
to be there ; but when (here, I should have des- 
pised myself foreycr, had 1 given up my honor in- 
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to the hands of those ruffians, who woold have 
wrested my sword from me ! Ba when you came, 
noble Sobieski, it was the fate of war^ and I con- 
fided myself to a brave man.' 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Each sncceeding morning not only brought 
fresh symtoms. of recovery to the two invalidsy 
but condensed the interest and admiration of the 
young men, into an ardent esteem. 

It is not the disposition of youthful minds to 
weigh for months and years, the sterling value of 
those qualities which attract them. As soon aa 
they see virtue, they respect it; as soon as they 
meet kindness, they believe it; and as soon as un- 
ion of both presents itself, they love it Not 
having passed through the disappointments of a 
delusive world, they grasp, for reality, every pa- 
geant that appears. They have not yet admit- 
ted that cruel doctrine which, when it takes ef- 
fect creates and extends the misery it effects to 
cure. Whilst we give up our souls to suspicion, 
we gradually learn to deceive; whilst we repress 
the fervors of oar own hearts, we freeze thos e 
which approach us; whilst we cautiously avoid 
occasions of receiving pain, we at every remove 
acquire an unconscious influence to inflict finguish 
on those who follow us. They again, meet from 
our conduct and lips, the reuson and the lesson, to 
obliterate the expanding sensibilities of their na- 
ture; and thus the tormaatiug chain of diceived 
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tod deceiving characters if lengthened to infini- 
tude. 

A boat the latter end of the month, Sobieski 
received a sommons desiring his immediate at- 
tendance at coart, where a diet was to be held 
ffl conseqaence of the victory at Zielime, to coO' 
aider of future proceedings. With this letter, his 
majesty inclosed a collar and investitore of the or- 
der of St Stanislaus, as an acknowledgment of 
service, to the young Thaddens, with a note from 
himself, expressing his commands, that he would 
return with the palatine and the other generals, to 
receive thanks from the throne. 

Thaddeus, half wild with delight at the thoughts 
of so soon meeting his mother, ran to the tent of 
his British friend to communicate'to him the tid- 
ings. Somerset participated in aH his pleasure ; 
and, with sensations equally warm, accepted the 
invitation to go with him to Villanow. 

* I would follow you, my fi-iend,' said he, 
squeezing the hand of Thaddeus, who was eager- 
ly describing the merits of the countess, and the 
beauties of his home, * all over the world.' 

* Then I will take you to the most charming 
spot in it !' cried he, * Villanow is a perfect para^ 
disc ; and my mother^ the dear angel, that would 
make a desert so to me.' 

* You speak so rapturously of your enchanted 
castle, Thaddens,' returned his friend, * that I do 
believe I shall have to consider my knight-errantry, 
m being fool enough to thrust myself amid a fray 
in which I had no bnsmeia, ai ene of the wisest 
decisMDS of my life V 
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* I consider it,' repUed Thaddeus, • as one of 
the luckiest events in mine.* 

Before the palatine quitted the camp, Somer- 
eet thought it proper to acquaint Mr. Loftus, 
who was yet at Petersburgh, of the particulars ol 
his late danger ; and that he was going to War- 
saw with his new friends, where he would remain 
for several weeks. He also added, that as the 
court of Poland, through the intercession of the 
palatine, had generously given him his liherty, he 
should be able to see every thing in that country 
worthy of investigation ; and that he would write 
to him again, inclosing letters for England, soon 
after his arrival at the capital. 

The weather continuing fine, tHe party left Zi- 
elime in a few days ; and the palatine and Somer- 
set, being so fkr restored fro-m their wounds, that 
they could walk about, the one, with a crutch, 
and the other, by the support of his friend's, or 
a servant's arm ; they went thr6ugh the journey 
with animation and pleasure. The benign wi^ 
dom of Sobieski, the intelligent enthnsjiksm of 
Thaddeus, and the playful vivacity of Somerset, 
all mingling together, made the minutes fly even 
as fast as their wishes, till a week more carried 
them into the palatinate of Masovia, and soon af- 
ter within the walls of Villanow. 

Every thing that presented itself to Mr. Somer- 
set was new and fascinnating. He saw, in the do- 
mestic felicity of his friend, scenes which remind- 
ed him of the social harmony of his own home. 
He beheld, in the palace and retinae of Sobieski, 
• all that magruficence which bespoke the descend 
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wt of a great king, who even wanted nothing of 
a royal grandeur but the crown, which he had 
the magnaniiuity to think and declare was then 
placed upon a more worthy brow. Whilst Soni- 
efjiet venerated this true patrk)t, the high tone 
which his feelings acquired, was not lowered by 
associating with characters who were nearer the 
common standard. The friends of Sobieski were 
nien of tn^A probity : men, who at all times pre- 
ferred their country's welfare, before their own 
pirticular interest. The most distinguished a- 
mongst them, were the counts Malachowski, Po- 
tocki, Pachala, and the prince Cassimir Supieha. 
Mr. Somerset, day after day, listened with deep 
attention to these virtuous and energetic noble- 
men. He saw tbem full of fire and personal 
courage when the affairs of Poland were the sub- 
ject of discourse ; and he beheld with amaze and 
admiration, their perfect forgetfulness of their own 
individual safety, in their passion for the genera, 
good. In these moments, he felt his heart bow- 
ing down before them ; and all the ancient pride 
of a Briton distend his'breast, when he thought, 
that such men as these are, his ancestors were. 
He remembered how often their almost chivalric 
virtues used to occupy his reflections, in the pic- 
tare-gallery at Somerset Castle : and his doubts, 
when he compared what is with what was, that 
history had glossed over the actions ol past centu- 
ries ; or else, that a different order of men lived 
then, from those which now inhabited the world. 
Thus, studying the sublime characters of Sobieski 
And his frienda ; and eojoybg tbe endearing kind- 
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fiesses of Tliaddoas and his mother, did a fort* ' 
night pass away, without his even recollecting his 
promise of writing to bis governor. At the end 
of that period, however, he stole an hour frona 
the countess*s society, and enclosed, in a short let- 
ter to Mr. Loflus, the following epistle to hia 
mother. 

' To Lady Someraet, Somerset-Castle, 
Leicestershire. 

* Many weeks ago, my dearest mother^ I wrote 
a letter of seven sheets from.Petersburgh, which, 
long ere this, you* and my dear father must have 
received. I there attempted to give you some 
idea of the manners of Russia, with the face of 
the country ; and my vanity whispers, that I suc- 
ceeded tolerably well. The court of the famous 
Catharine, and the attentions of the hospitable 
count Brinicki, were then the subjects of my pen. 

* But how shall I account for being here ? How 
shall I allay your surprise and displeasure, on see- 
ing that this letter is dated from Warsaw ? I 
know that I have acted against the wish of my 
father, la visiting one of those countries which he 
had interdicted. I know that I liave disobeyed 
your commands, in ever having, at any period of 
my life, taken up arms without an indispensable 
necessity : but I have nothing to alledge in my 
defence. I fell in the way of temptation, and I 
yielded to it. I really cannot enumerate all the 
things which induced me to volunteer with the 
B>B«ans ; snffice it to say, that I did so, and that 
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we were defeated by the Poles at Zielimo : and as 
heaven has rather rewarded yoor prayers than 
ponUhod my imprudence, I trust you will do thb 
nme, and pardon an indiscretion that I will never 
repent. 

*Notwith9tanding all this, I must have lost my 
ife, through my folly, had I not been preserved » 
rren in the moment when death was pending over 
He, by a young officer, with whose fiunily I now 
am. The very sound of their title will, create 
jour respect; for we of the Patrician order, have 
a strange tenacity in our belief, that virtue is he« 
redjtary, and in this instance our creed is duly 
honored. The title is Sobieski : the family which 
bears it, is the only remaining posterity of the 
great monarch of that name; a^d the count, 
who is at the head is palatine of Masovia, which, 
next to the throne, is the first dignity in the state. 
Heisoneof the warmest . champions in favor of 
the invaded rights of his country; and though 
bom to command, has so far transgressed that 
golded law of despotic rulers, * Ignorance and aub- 
ieetion,* that throughout his territories every man 
» taught to worship his- God, with his heart as 
well as his knees> Thej understandings of his 
peasants are awakened to all useful knowledge : 
he does not pat books of science and speculation 
bto their hands vainly to consume their time in 
idleness. He gives them the bible, and imple* 
ments of industry, to afford them the means of 
knowing, and practising their doty. All Ma< 
lovia, around his palace, bloems like a garden. 
The che«fal laces of tbe fvmers, and the bleating 
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which they inplore on the family, as I walk in 
the fields with trie young count, (for in this coaa- 
try, the sons bear the same title with their fath- 
ers,) hare even drawn a few de ighted drops 
from the eyes of your 'thoughtless son /' I knowr 
mother, that you think I have nothing sentimen- 
tal ubont me; else you would not so often have 
poured into my not inatteniioe ears, that it is by 
the feelings of the heiirt we are to estimate the 
pleasures of earth end heaven; shut our eyes 
against them, and we are nicely constructed specu- 
Uims, which reflect the beauties of nature, bat 
enjoy none. Yon see, mamma, tliat I both re 
niomber and adopt your lessons. 

'Thaddeus Sobieski is the grandson of the p«I- 
aline, and the last of his illustrious race. It is to 
hitii that i owe the preservation of my life, at 
Zieiime, and much of my happiness since; for 
he is not only the bravest, but the most amiable 
young man m the kingdom; and he is my friend. 
Indeed, as things have happened, you must think 
that out of evil has come good : though 1 have 
been disobedient, ii.y fault has introduced mo to 
the affection of people whose friendship hencefor- 
ward will prove the greateiit pleasure of my days. 
The mother of Thaddeus is the only daughter of 
the palatine; and of her, I can only sum up« 
tlhit nothkig on earth can more remind me of 
you; she is equally charming, equally tender to 
your son. 

* Whilst the palatine is engaged at the Diet, 
her ladyship, Thaddeus, and myself, with now 
&ud tlien a few \l»itora from Warsaw, fiouied the 
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kM9t a^reeai>le parties yon can imagine. We 
Walk together, we read together, we converse to- 
ller, we sing together : at least the conntess 
tiags to OS ; which is all the same : and you know, 
that time flies swiftly on the wings of harmony. 
She has an ancommonly sweet voice, and a taste. 
Which I never heard paralleled. By the way, 
lyoa cannot imagine any thing more beautiful than 
the Polish music It partakes much of that deli- 
eioos hiDgnor, so distinguished in the Turkish airs ; 
'with & mingling of those wandering melodies, 
which the now forgotten composers must have 
caught from the Tartars. In short, whikt the 
Conntess is singing I hardly suffer myself to 
breathe ; and I feel, just what our poetical friend 
iWtlliam Carsdale, said a twelve month ago, at a 
concert of yours, * I feel, as if love sat upon my 
heart, aad flapped it with its wings.' 
I * I have tried all my powers of persuasion to 
prevail on this charming countess to visit our 
country. I have over and over again told her of 
oe, and described you to her ; that you are near 
ler own age : (for this lovely woman, though she 
has a son near nineteen, is not more than forty ;) 
that yon are as fond of your erdinary boy, as sh^ 
is of her peerless one ; that, in fine, you and my 
father will receive her, and Thaddeos, and the 
palatine, with open arms and hearts, if they will 
condescend to visit our humble home, at the end 
of the war. I believe, that I have repeated my 
entreaties, both to her ladyship and my friend, 
regularly every day, sinee my arrival at Villanow ; 
kak always with the wuam ill ikceeis; she tmies 
Vol. I.--6. 
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and i^fases : and Thaddeos * shakes his . am9r»» 
sial curW with a very * godlike frown* of denial; I 
hope, self-denial in compliment to his mother's 
cruel and nnprovoked negative. 

* Before I proceed, my dear mother, I mast give 
yon some idea of the real appearance of this pal- 
ace. I recollect your having read a superficial 
account of it in the few slight sketches that have 
been published in England of Poland ; but the 

Eictures which they exhibit are so faint, that thev 
ardly resemble the oiiginal. Pray do not laugh 
at me, if I begin in the true descriptive style 1 yen 
know, there is only one way to draw .houses, and 
lands, and rivers ; so that no blame can be at- 
tached to me as xoilV e ni//'e, I take the beatea 
path. To commence — 

* When we left Zielime, and advanced into the 
province of Masovia, the country around Prague 
rose at every step in fresh beauty. The number- 
less chains of gently-swelling hills which encom- 
pass it on each side the Vistula, were in sotne partii 
chequered with corn-fields, nieadows and greeo 
pastures, covered with sheep, whose soft bleatings 
trilled in my ears, and transported my senses into 
new regions ; so different were my charmed and 
tranquillized feelings, from that tossing of mind, 
attendant on the horrors I had recently witnessed. 
Surely, there is nothing in the rational world, 
short of the most undivided reciprocal attachment, 
that has sach power ever the workings of the ha* 
man heart, as the mild sweetness of nature. The 
most ruffled temper, when emerging from the 
town, will subside into a perfoct cakn, at the sight 
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•f a wide stretch of landscape reposiog in the twi« 
light of a fine evening. It is then, that the halm 
of peace settles upon the heart, unfetters the spir- 
it, and elevates the soi>l to the creator. It is then, 
that we behold the parent of the universe in Ym 
works; when we see his grandeur, in earth, sea, 
and sky; feel his affection, in the emotions which 
they raise; and, half mortal, half etherialized, 
forget where we are, in the anticipation of what 
that world mnst be, of which this lovely earth is 
merely the shadow. 

*Autuinn seemed to be unfolding all her beau- 
ties, to greqt the return of the palatine. In one. 
part, the haymakers were mowing the hay, and 
beeping it into stacks; in another, the reapers 
were gathering up the wheet, with a troop of ro- 
sy little gleaners behind them; each of whom 
might have tempted the proudest Palemon in 
Christendom, to have changed her toil into *a 
gentler duty.^ Such a landscape, intermingled 
with the little farms of these honest people, whom 
the philanthropy of Sobieskf had rendered free, 
(for It is a tract of his extensive domains that I 
am describing,) gave me sensations that remind- 
ed me of Somerset. These cottages are dispersed 
among the deep hollows of the vales, and are 
seen peeping from amid the thick umbrage of the 
woods, which cover the face of the hills. Their 
irregular forms, and thatched roofs, with many 
of their infant inhabitants playing at the do(A-8, 
compose such lovely groups, that I could only 
wish for our dear Mary's pencil* and fingers (for 
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alas t\:\xt way mine are motionless) to tsanspori 
them 'jo your eye 

'The pallace ot Villanow, which is castellated, 
and stands in the midst of a fortress, now burst 
apon my view. It reafs its embattled head, from 
thA summit of a hill, that gradually slopes down 
towards the Vistula, and borders, to the south, 
the plain of Vola ; a spot so long famous for the 
election of the kings of Poland. On the north o# 
the building, the earth is cut' into natural ramparts, 
which rise in a high succession, till they reach the 
foundations of the palace, where they terminate 
in a noble terrace. These ramparts, covered with 
grass, overlook the atone-outworks and spread 
down to the bottoip of the hill, which being 
clothed with fine trees and luxuriant underwood, 
form such a rich and verdant base to the fortress, 
as I have no language to describe : were I privi« 
leged to be poetical, I would say, that it reminds 
me 6f the god of war, sleeping amid roses in the 
bower of love. Here, the eye may wander over 
the gifts of bounteous nature, arraying hill and 
dale in all the united treasures of spring and ao- 
tnmn. The forest stretches its yet nasunned arms 
to the breeze; whilst that breeze comes lades 
with the fragrance of the tented hay; and the 
thousand sweets breathed from those flowers which 
in this delicious country, weep honey. 

'A magnificent flight of steps led ns frona the 
foot of the ramparts up to the gate of the palace. 
W-i entered it; and were presently surrounded by 
atrain of attendants, in aoch sumptuous liveries, 
tbat I found myself all at once carried back ipto 
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IJhe fiHeenth century ; and might have fancied iny« 
self within the courtly halls of our Tudors and 
Plontagenets. You can better conceive, than I 
can recapitulate, the scene which took place, be- 
tween the palatine, the countess, and her son. 
I can only repeat, that from that hour I have ex- 
perienced no default of happiness, but what arises 
from regret that my dear family are not partakers 
with me. 

* You know, that this stupendous ouilding was 
the favorite residence of John Sobieski ; and that 
be erected it, as a resting place from the labors 
>f his long and glorious reign. I cannot move, 
without meeting some vestige of that truly great 
monarch. I sleep in his bed chamber ; there hangs 
his portrait, dressed in the robes of sovereignty ; 
here are suspended the arms, with which he saved 
those kingdoms, which are now coalescing to the 
destruction of Poland. On one side, is his libra- 
ry ; on the other, the little chapel, in which he 
used to pay his morning and evening devotions. 
Wherever I look, my eye finds some object, to 
excite my reflections and emulation. 'I'he noble 
dead appear to address me from their graves, and 
I blush, at the inglorious life I might have pursu- 
ed, had I never visited this house, and its inhabit- 
ants : yet, my dearest mother, I do not mean to 
reproach you ; nor to insinuate that my reverend 
father, and brave ancestors, have not set me ex- 
amples as brignt, as man need follow ; but hu- 
man nature is capricious ; we are not to be stim- 
obted so much with what is always in our view, 
as by sights, which rising ap when we are remov* 
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ed from oar customary associations, larprise aod 

captivate our attention. Vilianow has only awa 
kened me to the same lesson, which.I have conned 
over in drowsy carelessness at home. Thaddeua 
Sobieski is hardly one yeijr my senior ; but, good 
heaven ! what has he not done ? What has he 
not acquired ? Whilst I abused the indulgence o£ 
my parents, and wasted my days in riding, shoot- 
ing, and walking the stree'ts, h^ was learning to 
act, as a man of rank ought to act ; and by seiz- 
ing every opportunity to serve the state, he has 
obtained a rich reward, in the respect and admira- 
tion of his pountry. I am not envious, mother, 
but I now feel the truth of Cassar's speech, when 
he declared, * that the reputation of Alexander 
would not let him sleep.' Nevertheless, I dear- 
ly love my friend ; I murmur at my own demerits, 
not at his worth. 

* I have scribbled out all my paper, otherwise 
I rerily believe that I would write more ; howev- 
er, I promise you another letter, in a week or two. 
Meanwhile I shall send this packet to Mr* Loftus, 
who is at Petersburgh, to forward to you. Adieu, 
my dear mother : I am, with reverence to my (a- 
Iher and yourself, Your truly affectionate son, 

* Pembroke Somerset. 

« Vilianow, August, 1792.' 

« To Lady Somerset, Somerset Castle, 
England. 

{Written three weeks af^er the preceding.) 

* Yoa know, my dear mother, that your Pem 
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broke h faraoas for his ingenioas mode of showing 
tlw fall value of every favor he confers ; can I 
then lose the opportunity of telling yon, what 1 
bave left, to make yon happy with this epistle ? 

' Aboot five minutes ago, I was sitting on the 
lawn at the feet of the countess reading to her and 
the princess Sapieha, the charming poem of * The 
Pltastsres of Memory ;' as both these ladies un- 
denstand English, they were admiring it, and pay- 
ing many cotnpliments to the graces of my delivery, 
when the palatine presented himself, and told me, 
that if I had any commands for Petersburgh, I 
BvaA prepare them, for a messenger was to set olT 
to-morrow morning by day-break. I instantly 
sprang up, threw my book into the hand of Thad- 
dena ; and here 1 am in my own room, scribbling 
to yon. 

' Even at the moment in which I dip my pen 
m the ink, my harrying imagination paints on tny 
breast, the situation of my beloved home, when 
this letter reaches yoo. I think I see you, and 
'.Niy good aunt, seated on the blue sofa in your 
^*essing-room, with your needlework, on the little 
^ «lfi^efore you : I see Mary, in her usual nook, 
}'.e t '^eess by the old harpsichord ; and my dear 
futher bringing in this happy letter from your son ! 
I must confess, that this romantic kind of fancy- 
sketching makes me feel rather oddly ; very un- 
like, indeed, from what I felt a few months since, 
when I was a mere, indifferent, unreflecting, unap- 
preciatiAg coxcomb. Well, it is now made evident 
to me, that we never know the blessings of existence, 
liU we are ceparated firom the possession of them. 
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Absence tigWtens the string that unites friencis 29 
well as lovers ; at least, I find it so ; and though m 
the fruition of every good on this side the ocean, 
yet my happiness renders me ungrateful, and I re- 
pine that I enjoy it alone. Positively, I must 
bring you ail here to pass a summer ; or contt* 
back at the termiMation of my travels, and carrj 
away this dear family by main force to England. 

'Tell my cousin Mary, that, either way, I 
shall present to her esteem the most accomplished 
of human beings ; hot I warn her not to fall m 
love with him, neither in propria persona, nw by 
his public fame, nor witli his private character. 
Tell her, * he is a bright and particular star,* 
neither in her sphere nor in any other wdman's. 
In this way, he is as cold as ' Dion's crescent ;* 
and to my great amazement too : for when I thravr 
my eyes over the many lovely young women, who, 
at difi^rent times, fill the drawing room of the 
countess, I cannot but wonder at the perfect in- 
difference with which he views their (to me) ir- 
resistable attractions. 

* He is polite and attentive to tbem aH ; he 
talks with them, smiles with them, and treats 
them with every active complacency ; but they do 
not live one instant in hLs memory. I mean they 
do not occupy his particular wishes ; for with re- 
gard to every respectful sentiment towards the sex 
in general, and esteem to some amiable individn- 
als, he is as lively as in tlie other cnse he is de<id. 
The fact is, he never casts one thought upon him- 
self : kindness is spontaneous to his nature ; his 
nonj eyes shine over all, with modest besignity ^ 
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aud his frank and glowing conversation is directed 
to every rank of people; who imbibe it with an 
avidity and love* which makes its way to his heart 
withoat awakening his vanity. Thus, whilst his 
fine person, and splendid actions, fill esety eye 
and bosom, I see him moving in the circle, an- 
conscioos of bis eminence, and the interest he ex- 
cites. 

'Instigated by sach an example, to which his 
nigh quality as well as extraordinary merit, gives 
90 great an iafiaence, many of the younger nobil- 
ity have been led to enter the army. This circum- 
stance, added to the detail of his bravery and un- 
common talents in the field, has made him an ob- 
ject of universal regard; and in consequence, 
wherever he is seen, he meets with applause and 
acclamations : nay even at the appearance of his 
carriage in the streets of Warsaw, the passenj^ers 
take oflf their hats, and pray for him till he is out 
of sight It is only then that I perceive his cheek 
flushed with the conviction that he is adored. 

*It is thi|, Thaddeus,' said I to him one day, 
when walking out together, we were obliged to 
retire into the royal palace, from the crowds who 
followed him; 'it is this, my dear friend, that 
shields your heart against the arrows of love. 
Yon have no place for that passion; your mistress 
is glory, and she courts you. 

^My mistr-ess b my country,* replied he; *at 
present, I desire no other. For her, I would die; 
for her only, 1 would wish to live.' While he 
•poke the energy of his soul blazed m his eyes; 
limUed. 
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*Yoa are an enthusiast ,Thaddeii8. * 

•Pembroke I' returned he, in a surprised and « e- 
proachful tone. 

*I do not think yon one,' resumed I, laaghing. 
*but there are many in my country, who, hear 
ing these sentiments, would not scruple to call 
you mad.* 

*'rhen I pity them,' returned Thaddeus. *Meii 
who cannot ardently feel, cannot taste supreme 
happiness. My grandfather educated me at the 
feet of patriotism; and when I forget his pre- 
cepts and example, may my guardian angel for- 
get mo !' 

* Happy, glorious Thaddeus !' cried I, grasp- 
ing his hand, 'how I envy your destiny ! To 
live as yoa do, in the lap of honour ; virtue and 
glory the aim and end of your existence !' 

*The animated countenance of my friend 
changed at these words, and laying his hand on 
my arm, he said, * Do not envy my destiny- 
Pembroke, you are the citizen of a free country 
at peace with itself Insatiate power has not dar- 
ed to invade its rights. Your king, in happy se- 
curity, reigns in the hearts of his people; whilst 
our anointed Stanislaus is baited and insulted by- 
oppression from without, and ingratitude within. 
Do not envy me ! I would rather live in obscuri- 
ty all my days, than have the means which I 
have of acquiring celebrity over the ruins of Po« 
land. O ! my friend, the wreath that crowns the 
head of conquest, is thick, and bright; but that 
which binds the olive of peace on the bleeding 
woands of my country, will be the dearest to me.' 
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' Sach sentiments as these, my doar piaaam, 
have opened new lights upon my poor mistaken 
faculties. I had not considered the subj'^ct so ma- 
tarely as my friend ; victory arid glory were witJ 
me synonymous words : ' 1 had not learnt till fre- 
qaent conversations with the young and ardent 
t^obieski taught me how to discriminate between 
ferocity and valor ; between the patriot and the 
assassin ; between the defender of his country, anid 
the ravag;er of other states. In short, I see ia 
Thaddeus Sobieski, all that my fancy hath ever 
pictared of the heoric character. Whilst I con- 
template the sublimity of his nature, and the ter 
demess of his soul , I cannot help thinking, novf 
few would believe, that all these amazing quali 
ties could belong to one mind, and it remained 
unacquainted alike with the throes of ambition 
and the taints of vanity.' 

Pembroke judged rightly of his friend ; for .* 
ever real disinterested amor pattcB glowed in the 
breast of a man, it animated the heart of the young 
Sobieski. Pembroke had laid down his pen at the 
termination of the foregoing sentence in the l^er 
to his mother, on the entrance of a servant, wh© 
presented him with a packet which had that mo 
ment arrived from Petersburgh. He took it, and 
bying his writing materials back into the deik» 
tead the following epistle from his governor. 

To Pembroke Somerset, Esq. 

• Mv dear sir, 

• 1 nave this day received your letter, endoon^ 
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one for Lady Somerset. You most pardon m* 
that I have detained it, and will continue to do so 
till I am favored with your answer to this ; €o 
which I shall most anxiously wait. 

* You know, Mr. Somerset, my reputation in 
the sciences ; you know my depth in the langua- 
ges ; and besides, the marquis of Inverary, with 
Whom I travelled all over the continent, offered 
you sufficient cre^^tt^tials respecting my knowledge 
of the world, andlne honorable manner in which 
I treat my pupils. Sir Robert Somerset, and 
your lady mother, w^e amply satisfied with the 
account, which his^ordship gave of my charac- 
ter ; but with all this, in one point every man is 
vulnerable. No scholar can forget those lines oi 
the poet, 

Felices ter, et amplius, 

Quos irrapta tenet capula ; nee malis 
Divulsns quserimoniis, 

Suprema citius sol vet amor die. 

t has been my misfortune that I have felt 
them. 

* You are not ignorant, tnat I was known to the 
Brinicki family, when I had the honor of conduct 
ing the Marquis through Russia. The count's ac 
complished kinswoman, the amiable and learne 
widow of the baron SurowkofT, ^ven then took 
particular notice of me ; and when I returned 
with you to Petersburgh, I did not find that m^ 
short absence hai^t obliterated me from her memo 
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*Yoii are well acqaainted with the dignity of 
tUat lady's opinions, on political subjects : she and* 
I coincided in ardor for the cause of insulted Rus- 
sia, and in hatred of that levelling power which 
pervades all Europe. Many have been the long 
and interesting conversations we have held on the 
prosecution of those schemes, which her late hus- 
band had so principal a hand in laying, for the 
sobversion of that miserable kingdom in which 
yea now are. 

*The baroness, I need not observe, is as hand- 
some as she is ingenious; her understandnig is as 
masculine as her person is lovely, and I had been 
more or less than man, if I had not underHtood 
ttyit my figure and talents were agreeable to here. 
\ ccnnot say that she has absolutely promised me 
her hand, but she has gone as far that way, as 
delicacy would permit I am thus circumstantial, 
Mr. Somerset, to shew yoa that I never proceed 
without proof. She has repeatedly said in my 
presence, that she would never marry any man, 
Bnless he were not only well-looking, but of the 
profonndest erudition, united with an acquaint- 
ance with men and manners, which none could 
dispute. 'Besides,* added she, *he must not dif- 
fer with me one tittle hi politics, for on that head 
I hold myself second to no man nor woman in 
Europe.' And then she has complimented me, 
by declaring, that I possessed the most judicious 
sentiments of government she had ever met with; 
that she should consider herself happy, on the 
fiM vacancy, to introduce me at court, where she 
was sore the empress would at once discover the 
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▼aine of my talents; bnt,' she continned, 'in 
such a case I will nut allow, that even her rijajes« 
ty shall rival nie in your esteem.' The modesty 
natural to my character, told me, that these prais- 
es must have some other force, than my com- 
paratively unequal apilities; and I nnequivocallj 
found it, in the partiality with which her ladyship 
had condescended to regard me. 

*Wa8 I to blame , Mr. Somerset ? Would not 
any man of sensibility and honor have immediate- 
ly comprehended such advances from a woiiiuh of 
her rank and reputation? I could not be mista- 
ken*, her looks and words needed no explanation 
which my judgment could not pronounce. 
Though I am aware that I. do not possess that /u- 
men pvrpureum juventa, which attracts very 
young unedocated women, yet I am not fifty; and 
from tho baron's singular behavior, I had every 
reason to expect handsomer treatment than she has 
been pleased to dispense to me since my return. 

•But to proceed regularly; (I must beg you/ 
pardon for the warmth which has carried me to 
this digression;) you know sir, that from the hour 
in which I had the honor of taking leave of year 
noble family in England, I strove to impress upon 
your rather volatile mind, a just and accurate 
conception of the people amongst whom I was to 
conduct you. When I brought you into this ex- 
tensive empire, I left no pabs of mine unexertedj 
to heighten your respect, not only for its emiable 
sovereign, but for all regal powers. It is tb^ 
property of genius to beEealons : I was so in fk- 
Yor of the pretensions of tho great Catharine to 
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tnat paltry coantry, to which she, has deigned to 
offer her protection. To this zeal, and my unfor 
tenate, though honorable devotion, to the wi^hef 
of the baroness, I am constrained tp date my 
fre?o.nt dilemma. 

< When Poland had the insolence to rebel a- 
gt'inst its illustrious mistress, you remember thai 
e>ory man of rank in Petersbargh was highly in- 
oe.ised. The baroness Sarowkoff declared herseli 
fre^iuentjy and with vehemence ; she appealed to 
mc ; my veracity and my principles were called 
fori h, and I confessed that I thought every friend 
to the Zsarina ought to take up arms against thai 
angrateful people. The count Brinicki was then 
appointed to command the Russian forces ; and 
her ladyship, very unexpectedly, on my part, an- 
swered me by approving what I said , and saying, 
that of course I meant to follow her cousin into 
Poland ; for that even she, as a woman, was so 
earned in the cause, that she would accompany 
him to the frontiers, and there wait the result. 

* What could I do ? How could I withstand 
the expectations of a lady of her quality, and one 
whom I believed loved me ? However, for some 
time I did oppose my wish to oblige her ; I urged 
my cloth, and how t should be able to account 
for such a line of conduct to the father of my pu- 
pil ? The baroness ridiculed all these argumenta 
as mere excuses ; and ended with saying, * Do as 
yon please Mr. Loftns I havo been deceived 
in your character ; the friend of the baroness Su- 
Towkoff must be consbtent : he must be as willing 
to fight for the caoge he espoiiMa as to speak for it j 
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in this case, the sword mast follow the oratioiiy 
else we shall see Poland in the hands of a rabble^' 

^This decided me. I offered my services to 
the count' to attend him to the field. He, and 
the young lords, persnaded you to do the same; 
and as I could not think of leaving you, when 
yeur father had placed you under my charge, *I 
was pleased to find that my approval confirmed 
your wish to turn soldier. I was then acquaint 
ed, Mr. Somerset, (for you did not tell me of it, 
till we were far advanced into Poland) with Sir 
Robert's and my lady's dislike of the army. This 
has been a prime source of my error, and had I 
known their repugnance to your taking up arms, I 
believe that my duty would have triumphed even 
over my devotion to the baroness; but I have been 
born under a melancholy horoscope; nothing hap- 
pens as any of my humblest wisees might warrant. 

*At the first onset of the battle, I became so sud- 
denly ill, that 1 was obliged to retire, or swoon up- 
on the ground; and on this nnfortunate event, 
which was completely unwilled on my part (for no 
man can command the- periods of sickness) the bar- 
oness has sounded n contempt which has disconcer- 
ted all my schemes. Besides, when I attempted 
to remonstrate with her ladyship on the promise, 
which, if not directly given, was implied, she 
laughed at me; when I persisted, all at once, like 
he rest of her ungrateful, undistinguishing sex, ' 
she burst into a tnousand invections, and forbade 
nie her house. 

•Whet am I now to do, Mr. Somerset ? This 
iaconsislant woman has betrayed me into condnd 
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iiemetrical ' opposite to the commands of yotu 
fiimily. Yoor father particularly desired that 1 
would not Salter you to go either into Hungary oi 
Poland. In the last instance, I have permitted you 
to diaobey him. And my lady Somer>«et, who lost 
both her father and brother in different engage- 
ment*), you tell me, hath declared, that ^e neve' 
would pardon the man who should put military 
ideas into your head. 

^Therefore, sir, though you are my pupil, I 
throw myself on your generosity. If you persist 
in acquamting your family with the late transac- 
tions at Zielime, and your present residence in Po* 
tend, I shall finally be mined. I shall not only 
forfeit the good opinion of your father and mother, 
but through their means, lose all prospect of any 
establishment, in the rich living of Somerset, 
which Sir Robert was lo gracious as to promise mo 
on the demise of the present incumbent. Yo i 
know, Mr. Somerset, that I have a mother and six 
fibsters in Wales, whose entire support depends on 
my success in life; if my promotion be stopped 
now* they must necessarily he involved in a dis- 
tress that makes noe shudder. 

'I cannot add more, sir; I know your generos- 
ity; and I therefore rest upon it. I shall detain 
t te letter, which you did me the honor to enclose 
for my lady Somerset, till I receive your decision; 
and ever, whilst I live, shall I henceforth remain 
'irm to my eld and favorite maxim, which I have 
adopted from that glorious epistle of Horace to 
Nnmieiuti. Perhaps, you may not recollect^ thtt 
iiMs? They n« thiii» 
Vol. L— 6. 
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NO admirariy prope res est una, Nnmici, 
Solaqae, qos poiset facere and fevvare beatsm. 

'I have the honor to be> 
*De^r sjf , 
'Your most obedient servant* 

Andrew Loftus. 
*Peter8burgh, Septefuber, 1792- 

P. S. Just as I was sealing this packet, the 
English ambassador forwarded me a short lettei 
Drom yoar father, wherein he desires us to quit 
Russia immediately : and to make the best of oui 
way to England, where you are wanted on a iitosi 
urgent occasion. He explains himself no farther; 
only repeating his orders in express coniutands, 
that we set off instantly. I therefore wait your di- 
rections.* 

The whole of this epistle very much disconcert- 
ed Mr. Somerset. He had always guessed, that 
the baroness Surowkoif was amusing herself with 
his v.nin and pedantic preceptor; but he had never 
entertained a suspicion that her ladyship would have 
carried her pleasantry to so cruel an excess. He 
saw clearly, that the fears of Mr. Loftus, with re- 
gard to the displeasure of his parents, were far 
from groundless; and therefore, as there was a 
probability from the age of Dr. Manners, who 
was upwards of eighty, and afflicted with t1i» drop] 
By, that the rectory of Somerset would soon be. 
come vacant, he tbonght that he had better oblige 
his poor governor, and preserve the secret for a 
ino<ith or two, than give him op to the chance of 
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Sir Robert's indignation, which (he had reason 
to believe', from the resolution with which he carri- 
ed through all his .determinations) woald not mach 
favor the side of lenity. On these grounds, Pena- 
broke resolved to write to Mr. LoAus, and ease 
the anxiety of his heart : although he ridiculed his 
vanity, he could not help feeling some compassion 
for the affectionate solicitude of a son and a broth- 
er ; and as this last plea had won him, half-angry, 
half-grieved, and half-Ianghing, he scribbled these 
hasty linos, which he immediately dispatched by 
tne courier. 

* To the Reverend Andrew Loftus, 

Petersburglu 

* Upon my soul, sir, it is too bad ! I am to bum 
my letters, and go home ! what can be the mat- 
ter ? what whimsical fit has seized my father, that 
I am recalled at a moment's notice ? Faith, I am 
so mad at it, and his not choosing to assign any rea- 
son but that he ^desires me to make the best of my 
way directly to Enffiand^* that I do not know 
how I might be tempted to act. 

* Another thing ! you beg that I will not say a 
word of my ever having been in Poland ; and for 
that purpose, you have withheld the letter which I 
sent to you to forward to my mother. One cause 
of m,y bein^ here, you say, was your * ardor in 
the cause ojfinaultedRussia ; and your hatred of 
that levelling power tohich pervades all Europe.* 

* Well, I grant it. 1 understood from you and 
Bjwicki, that you were leading mo to march against 
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a set of violent, discontented men of rank, who m 
proportion as they were inflated with personal pride 
and insolence, despised their own order ; and un- 
der thft name of freedom, were introducing anar- 
chy throughout a councry which CatharintT would 
have graciously protected. All this I find is 
false. But you both may hav« been misled ; the 
count, by interest ; and you, by misrepresentation ; 
therefore I do not perceive why you should be in 
such a terror. The wisest man in the world may 
see through bad lights ; and, why shoald you think 
that my father, would never pardon your having 
been so unlucky ? 

* Yet to satisfy your dreads of such tidings ruin- 
ing you with Sir Robert, I will not be the first to 
tell him of our quixoting. Only remember, my 
good sir, though to oblige you I withhold all iny 
letters to my mother, and when I arrive ii^ Eng- 
land , shall lock up my lips frpm mentioning Po- 
land ; yet positively, I will not be mute one d:iy 
longer than that in which my father presents you 
with the living of Somerset : then, you will be in- 
dependent of his displeasure ; and I may and will, 
declare my everlasting gratitude to this illustrious 
family. 

* Heigho ! I am half crazy when I think of 
leaving them. I must tear myself from this heav- 
en on earth ! The days have passed with me as 
minutes. Alas, alas ! that I quit this mansion of 
comfort and affection, to wander with yoo in some 
rumbling old coach, * over brake and through bri- 
ar /* Well, patience, patience ! Another such a drub- 
bing given to my quondam friends the Roaaiaos, 
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tod with « victory perched like an eagle on their 
laurelled brotost* I may have some chance of woo- 
ing the Sobieskis to the banks of the Thanieti. At 
present, I have not sufficient patience to keep me 
in good haoior. 

* Meet me thi« day week at Dantzic : I shal? 
there embark for England. Yon had better no' 
bring any of tlio 8ervf.nt8 with you ; they might 
blab ; discharge them at Petersburgh, and liir& 
others for yourself and me when you arrive at the 
tea-port. 

* I have the honor to remain, 
* Dear sir, 

* Your most obedient servant. 

* Pembroke Somerset 

* Vtllanotb, September^ 1792. 

When Somerset joined his friends at supper, and 
imparted to them the commands of his father, an 
imoiediate change was produced in the spirits of 
the party. During the lan.entations of the la- 
dies and the murmurs of the young men, the 
coantess tried to dispel the effects of the informa- 
tion, by addressing Pembroke with a smile, and 
saying, ' But we shall h*tpe that you have seen 
enough at Villanow, to tempt yoa back again at 
DO very distant period ? Tell lady Somerset, that 
yon have lefl a second mother in Poland, who 
will long to receive another visit from her adopt- 
ed son.' 

« Yes, my dear madam,' returned he, * and I 
•hall hope, before a very distant period, to see 

Digitized by Google 



86 THADDELi 07 WARS ' W, 

those two Kind mothers, united as intimately bjr 
friendship, as they are bow in my heart.* 

Thaddem listened to all this with a saddened 
countenance. He had not been much accustom 
ed to disappointment, and his feeling^, when dis 
turbed, hardly knew how to proportion the unea- 
siness to the privation. Hope, and all the hilari- 
ties of youth flourished in his soul ; his feature-t 
continually glowed with animation, while the 
gay beaming of his eyes, ever answered to the 
smile on his lips. Hence, the slightest veering op 
bis mind was perceptible to the countess, who 
turning round, saw him leaning hack in his ohair^ 
with his arms folded, and his color heightened, 
whilst Pembroke, with greater force and vocifer- 
ation, was running through various invectives a- 
gainst the hastiness of his recal. 

* Come, come, Thaddeus,' cried she, and part 
ing the thick approaching curls on his forehead, 
* let us think no more of this separation till it ar- 
rives. You know that anticipation of evil is tho 
death of happiness ; and it will be a kind of sui- 
cide, should we destroy the hours which we may 
yet enjoy together, in vain complaining that they 
are soon so to terminate.* 

A little nriore exhortation from the countess, 
and a maternal kiss, which she imprint-ed on his 
cheeks restored him to cheerfulness ; and the eve- 
ning past away pleamnter than it had portended. 

Much as the palatine esteemed Pembroke Som- 
erset, his mind was too deeply absorbed in the loss- 
es of his country to attend to less considerable 
oarea. He beheld the republic on the verge of 
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^ turtio :. ' k'^ fitmness and indignation, await 
ing the earthquake which was to ingalph it in the 
Beighboring nations. He saw the storm approach- 
ing ; bat he determined, whilst there remained 
even one spot of vantage ground above the gcner 
al wreck, that Poland should yet have a name 
and a defender. These thoughts possessed him, 
these plans engaged him ; and he had not leisure 
to regret pleasure, when he was struggling for ex- 
jstcnce. 

The empreis eontinued to pour her armies into 
the heart of the kingdom. The king of Prassia 
boldly flying from his treaties, refused his succor ; 
and the emperor of Germany, following the ex- 
ample of so great a prince, did not blush to show 
that his word was equally contemptible. 

Whilst the Russians were making their advaib- 
ces with sword and rapine, Frederick openly a- 
vowed his designs to be in concert with Peters- 
burgh ; and Poland, accordingly, was attackc* 
OD every quarter. Continual dispatches arrived, 

hat the villages were daily laid waste ; that nei' 

her age, nor sex, nor. situation, prevented theii 
unfortunate inhabitants from becoming the viC" 
tims of cruelty ; and that all the frontier provin 
ces were in flames. 

The Diet was called, and the debates agitated 
with all the anxiety of men, who were met to de- 
cide on their dearest interests. The feelings ot 

the benevolent Stanislaus, bled at the dreadful pic- 
ture of his people's sufferings ; and hardly able 

lo restrain his tears, he answered the animated ex- 
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ordiams of ^obieski for resistance to the last, jvUb 
an appeal im mediately to his heart. 

* What is it you urge me to do, my lord ? said 
he, • Was it not, to secure the liappiness of niy 
subjects, that I labored ? and finding; that imprac- 
ticable, what advantage, would it be to them^ should 
I pertinaciously oppose their small numbers against 
che accumulated hordes of the north ? What is 
my kingdom but the comfort of my people ? 
What will it avail me, to see them fail aroand 
me, man by man, and the few tliat remab, hang-- 
ing in speechless sorrow over their graves ? Sach 
a pight woa'.d break my heart. Poland, withoul 
its people, would be a desert ; and I, rather a 
hermit than a king.* 

In vain the palatine combatted this argument, 
and the quiet that a peace wpuld now afford, by 
declaring it could only be temporary. In vain, 
he told his majesty, that he would purchase, safely 
for the present race, at the vast expense, of not 
only the liberty of posterity, but of its probity 
and happiness. 

* However you disguise slavery, cried he, * it 
is slavery still. Its chains, though wreathed with 
roses, not only fasten on the body, but rivet on 
the mind. They bend it firom the proudest virtue, 
to a detachment beneath* calculation. They dis- 
grace honor ; they trample upon justice. They 
transform the legions of Rome into a band of 
singers. They prostrate the sons of Athens and 
of Sparta at the feet of cowards. They make 
inan abjure his birthright, bind himself to anoth- 
er's will, and give that into a tyrant's bands. 
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iHticli be received as a dep>osit from heaven, hia 
reason, bis conscience, and his soul. Think on this, 
ind then, if yon can, subjugate Poland to her en- 
emies.' 

Scaoislaos, weakened by years, and impelled 
by disappointment, now only wished to save his 
sabjects from immediate outrage. He returned 
no answer, bat with streambg eyes, bent over the 
table, and annulled the glorious constitution oi 
1791 ; then, with emotions hardly short of ago- 
ny,^ he signed the order presented by the Russian 
officer, which directed prince Poniatowski to de- 
liver the army under his command into the hands 
of general Brinicki. 

As the king put his signature to these papers, 
Sobieski, who had so strenuously withstood each 
decision, started from his chair, bowed to bis sove- 
reign, and in silence left the apartntent. Prince 
Sapieha, and several other noblemen followed 
him. 

These pacific nreasures did not meet with better 
treatment from without. When they were noised 
abroad, an alarming commotion arose amongst 
the inhabitants of W arsaw ; and nearly four thou- 
sand men, of the first families in the republic, as 
lembled themselves in the park of Villanow, where 
they immediately resolved, that if necessary, they 
alone would resist the power of their combined 
ravagers to the utmost. The prince Sapieha, 
Kosciusko, and Sobicski, were the first who took 
the oath of eternal fidelity to Poland ; and they ad 
^nmistered it to Thaddeus, who kneeling dovir*. 
called on heaven to bear himy.aa be swore to aa 
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s«rt the freedom of his country to the hist gasp^y/ 
its existence. 

In the midst of these momentous affaiiHy Pem~ 
Droke Somerset bade adieu to his friends ; and se^ 
Mil with his governor from Dantzic, for England. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Thobe winter months, which before this year, 
had been at Villanow the season for cheerfainess 
and festivity now rolled away in the sad pomp^ of 
national debates and military assemblies. 

Prassia usarped the best part of Pomerelia and gar- 
rijtoned it with troops ; Catharine declared her do- 
minion over the vast tract of land that lies between 
the Dwina and Boryestenes ; and Frederick Wil- 
Ham nwrked down another sweep of Poland, to 
follow the fate of Dantzic and Thorn. 

Calsmiities, and insults, and robberies, were 
heaped, day after day, on the defenceless Poles. 
The deputies of the provinces were pot in prison ; 
and the Rassian ambassador had the insolence even 
to interrupt provisions for the king's table, and ap- 
propriate them to his own. Sobieski remonstra- 
ted with his excellency on this outrage, who, in- 
censed at the reproof, and irritated at the sway 
which the palatine still held at court, ordered that 
his extensive estates in Lithcania and Podolia 
ahoold be sequestered, and divided between four 
of the Russian generals. 

In vain the Villanow confederation endeavored 
to remonstrate with the empress. Her ambassa- 
dor, not only refused to forward the dispatches, 
bat threatened the nobles, that, * if they did not 
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comply with every one of his deninnds, he wonld 
lay all the estates, possessions, and habitations, ol 
the members of the Diet under an immediate mil- 
itary execution. Nay, punishment should not stop 
there, for should the kin^ continue (as he now ap- 
peared so much inclined; to join the Sobieski par- 
ty, the royal domains should not only be treated 
with the same rigor, but some harsher means were 
already devised to bring them and their proud 
sovereign mto subjection.' 

These menaces were of a nature too degrading 
to have any other effect on the Poles, than that of 
giving them a fresh spur to be resolute. 'With the 
same, firmness they repulsed similar inlminatlons 
from the Prussian ambassador ; and with a cool- 
ness, that was only equalled by their Intrepidity, 
they prepared to resume their arms. 

The insolent Russian, finding his tnreats un- 
heeded, next morning surrounded the building 
where the confederation sat, with two battalions 
of grenadiers and four pieces of cannon : the dis- 
position made, he issued orders, that no Pole should 
be permitted to go out on pain of instant death. 
General Rautenfeld, with the officers of the divi- 
sion, were set over the person of the king, who 
was present ; they declared that they would not 
stir, till his majesty, and the Diet, had given an 
unanimous consent to the full length of the em- 
press's commands. 

The Diet set forth the unlawfulness of signing 
any treaty, when they were thus withheld from 
the freedom of will and debate, by the presence 
•f an intimidating fore«. They arged, that it 
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was not egai to enter into deliberation, when any 
violent act had recently been exerted against an 
individual of their body ; and how could they do 
it now, when they were deprived of five of their 
principal memberi, whom the ambassador welt 
knew he had ordered to be arrested in their wiy 
to the senate ? Sobieuki and four of his friends, as 
the members mos^. inimical to the wishes of Rus- 
sia, were these five. In vain their liberation was 
required : Rautenfeld,. enraged by the pertinaci- 
ty of this opposition, repeated the former threat- 
enings, with the addition of more, and declared 
that they should certainly take place, if the Die 
did not directly and unconditionally, sign the pr6* 
tensions both of his court, and that of Prussia. 

After a hard contention of^ many hours, the 
members at last agreed among themselves, to 
make a solemn public protest against the present 
tyrannous measures of the Russian ambassador ; 
and, seeing that any attempt to inspire him even 
with decency was nseles, they determined to cease 
all debate, and keep a profound silence, when 
the martial should propose the project in demand. 

This sorrowful silence was commenced in re- 
sentment, and retained through despair ; this sor- 
rowful silence was called, by their usurpers, a 
consent : this sorrowful »lence is held up to the 
world, and to posterity, as a free cession of the 
Poles, of all those rights which they had received 
from nature, and defended with their blood. 

'17)6 morning ader this dreadful day, the senate 
met at one of the private palaces, and, indignant 
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and broken-hearted, delivered the following dec- 
lare tion to the ppople : 

* The Diet of Poland, hemmed m by foreign 
troops, and menaced with an invasion froin the 
Prassian army, which is to be attended with oni- 
Tersal devastation and ruin ; finally, insulted by a 
thousand outrages, hkve been forced to witness -the 
signing of a treaty with Prussia. 

* They did endeavor to have added to the trea- 
ty some conditions, to which they supposed the la- 
mentable state of this country, would have extort- 
ed an acquiescence even from the heart of pow- 
er : but the Dx^t was deceived ; they found that 
power, unaccompanied by humanity , and that 
Prussia, having thrown his victim to the ground, 
would not refrain from enjoying the miserable sat- 
isfaction of trampling upon her neck. 

*The Diet oenfides in the Justice of Poland ; 
confides in hor belief, that they would not aban- 
don the citadel which she has reposed in their 
keopinv : her preservation is dearer to them than 
their lives ; but fate seems to be on the side of 
their destroyer. Fresh insults have been heaped 
upon their heads, and new hardships have been 
irrposed upon them. • To prevent all delibera- 
tions on this debasing treaty, they aie not onlj 
surrounded by foreign troops,, and dared with hos. 
tile messages, but they have been violated by the 
arrest of their prirne members, whilst those who 
are still suffered to possess a personal freedom, 
have the heaviest shackles laid on their minds. 

■* Therefore, I, the king of Poland, enervated 
hy ige and sinking snder the sccamulated weight 
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•f 40 many afflictions; and also, we, the mem- 
bers of the Diet, deckre, that being unable, even 
by the -sacrifice of our existence, to relieve our 
country from the yoke of its oppressors, consign 
itto posterity. 

•In another age, means may one oay oe tound, 
torescne it from chains and misery; bat such 
means are not in onr power : other countries neg- 
lect BS. Whilst they reprobate the vioUtions which 
1 neigfabonring nation is alleged to have commit- 
ted against rational liberty, they can see, not on- 
ly wiui apathy, but with ajpprobation, the rava- 
ges which are now desolating Poland. Posterity 
must avenge it; we have done. We accede, for 
the reasons above mentioned, to the treaty laid 
before us, though we declare it to be contrary to 
our w'lshes, to our sentiments, and to our rights.' 

Thus, in November, 1793, compressed to one 
fourth of her dimensions, within the lines or de- 
markation drawn by her enemies, Poland was 
stripped of her rank in Europe; the lauds of her 
nobles given to strangers, and her citizens left to 
ftarve for want of bread. Ill-fated nation ! Pos- 
terity will weep over thy wrongs; whilst the 
burning blush of ^hame that their fathers witness- 
ed such wrongs unmoved, shall cause their bitter 
tears to blister as they fall. 

I>aring these transactions, the conntess Sobieski 
continued in solitude at Villanow, awaiting with 
awful anxiety the termination of those portentous 
events, which so deeply involved her own com 
, forts with those of her country. Her father wa< 
in fffison; her son at a dirtance with the army 
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Sick at Iieart, she saw the opening of that spnngy 
which might only be the commencement of a 
new season of iojaries : and her fears werp pro- 
phetic. 

Those soldiers who had dared to retain their 
orms in their hands, were again ordered by the 
Russian .ambassador to lay them down. Some 
few, thinking denial vain, obeyed; but those of 
bolder spirits followed Thaddeos Sobieski into 
South Prussia, whence he had directed his steps 
immediately on the arrest ^f his grandfather, and 
had gathered, and kept together, a handful of 
brave men still faithful to their liberties. Indeed 
his name alone had cpllected numbers arround him 
in every district through which he marched. — ^Per- 
secution from their adversary, as well as admira- 
tion of Thaddeufl, gave a resistless power to his 
appearance, look, and voice; all which, had 
such an etfect on this afflicted people, that they 
crowded to his standard by hundreds : whilst their 
lords, having caught a similar fire from the bla- 
zing ardor of *the young count, committed them- 
selves, without reserve to his sole judgment and 
command. The empress, hearing of this, order- 
ed Stanislaus to command him directly to disband 
his troops : but the king refusing, she augmented 
lh ^ strength of her own forces; and, enraged at 
such stubborn resistance, renewed the war with re- 
doubled horrors. 

The palatine remained in confinement, hope- 
loss of obtaining release without the aid of strata- 
gem. 1 he emmissaries of Cutharipe were too well 
aware of their interest, to give freedom to such le- 
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ftT» mn opponent : boweTer, this palriotlo Yiotoia 
to vindicate tyranny, received every consolatioii 
which a brave man can feel, (his own arms beii^ 
*.ied from serving his connty,) in the informatioa 
which h« hourly learnt of his jailors, *that his 
g-andson was continaing to carry himself with 
rach insolent opposition in the south, that it would 
b^ well if the empress, at the termination of mat- 
toTs, allowed him to escape with his life.' Every 
reproach which was levelled at the palatine, he 
foand was bought by some new conquest of Thad- 
deus; and instead of permitting their premedic- 
ted malice to take effect by intimidating his age 
or alarming his affection, he told the Russian of- 
ficer, (whose daily office was to attend and tor- 
ment him,) that if his grandson were to lose his 
head for fidelity to Poland, he would almost as 
readily follow him to the scaffold, as witness him 
entering the streets of Warsaw with all Russia at 
his charriot wheels; *the only difference in my 
emotions would be,* continued Sobieski, *that as 
the first cannot happen till all virtue be dead in 
this land, I should feel his last gasp, as the last 
sigh of that virtue which found a triumph even 
under the axe. For the second, it would be joy 
anntterable to behold the victory of justice over 
rapine and murder ! But, either way, he is still 
the same; ready to die, or ready to live, for his 
country; and equally worthy of the eternal halo 
with which posterity will encircle his name.' 

Indeed the accounts which arrived from this 
young soldier, who had lately formed a junction 
with genofal Koaciaazko, were in the highest de- 

Vol. I.— 7. 
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gree formidable to the coalesced powers Hiey 
bad gained a considerable advantage over the 
Prussians in several places, and were advancing 
towards Inowlotz, when a large and fresh body 
of the enemy unexpectedly appeared in their rear. 
The troops who were on the opposite bank of the 
river, (whom the Poles were driving before them,) 
on sight of this reinforcement, suddenly rallied ; 
andy as a mean of retarding the approach of their 
porsurers, and insuring their probable defeat from 
the army in view, they broke down the woodes 
bridge which might Mve brought them over 
The poles were for some time at a stand. Kosci- 
nszko proposed swimming^ the river; but, owing 
to the recent heavy rains, it was so swoln and rap- 
id, that the young men to whom he mentioned 
it, terrified by the blackness and dashing of the 
water, drew back. The general perceiving their 
panic, called Thaddeus to him, and both togeth- 
er they plunged into the stream. The rest, now 
ashamed of their hesitation, tried who could first 
follow this example ; and alter hard buffeting 
with the waves, the whole army gained the oppo- 
site shore. The Prussians in the rear, incapable 
of the like intrepidity, halted ; and those in the 
van, intimidated at the dauntless courage of their 
adversaries, concealed themselves amid the 
thickets of an adjoining valley. 

The Poles proceeded towards Cracow, carrying 
redress ancl protection to the provinces through 
which they marched. But they had barely rested 
two days in that city, before dispatches were re- 
ceived, that Warsaw was laying at the mercy of 
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general Brinicki No time could be lost; officen 
aad men bad set their lives in the cause, and re- 
commenced their toil^, with a perseverance which 
broaght them before ^e capital on the sixteenth of 
April. 

Things were even in a. worse state than Kosci- 
nazko had expected. The Russian ambassador, 
with his usual arrogance, had demanded the sur- 
render of the national arsenal, subscribing his or 
ders with a threat, that which ever of the nobles 
should presume to dispute his authority, should be 
arrested and put to death; and, as to the people, 
if they dared to murmur, he would immediately 
command general Brmicki to lay tke city in ashes. 
None doubted the sincerity of this barbarian; for 
there were many in the senate who recollected, 
that when the nation was at war with them, two- 
aod-thirty years ago, nine Polish tA)rds were sent 
into Warsaw with both hands lopped off; and 
that for this mutilation, they had to accuse the 
Russian general, who had acted the double part of 
^udge and executioner. When the Poles remem- 
bered this instance of cruelty, which the court of 
Petersburgh had herd of without condemning it, 
they could not anticipate any humanity for them- 
telves. 

The king remonstrated against these opprea 
lions; and to ^punish hia preaumpHon * this propj 
)r representative of the imperial Catharine, com 
manded that his majesty's garrison and guard? 
should be instantly broken and dispersed. At the 
first nttempt to execute this mandate, tho people 
flew in crowds to the palace, and on their knees 
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implored Stamslaua for permiasion to avenge the 
inault offered to his troops. His majesty looked 
ei them with pity, gratitode, and anguish; at 
hst in a voice of agony, that was wrung fro no 
h's tortured heart, he answered, <Go and defend 
yaur lionor !' 

Tho army of Kosciuszko marched into the 
town time enough to join the armed citizens : and 
that day, aAer a dreadful conflict, in which the 
streets were strewed with the killed, Warsaw was 
rescued from the immediate grasp of Russia. 
During the fight, the king, who was alone in one 
of the rooms of his palace, sunk almost fainting 
on the floor; he heard the mingling clash of 
arms, the roar of musketry, and the cries and 
groans of the combatants; ruin seemed no longer 
to hover over his kingdom, but to have pounced 
at once upon her prey. At every renewed shout, 
which followed each pause in the firing, he ex- 
pected the next moment to see his palace gates 
burst open, and himself, then indeed, ma de a 
willing sacrifice to the fury of his enemies. 

Whilst he was yet upon his knees, petitioniii| 
the god of battle for a little further respite from 
the last calamity which was doomed to over 
whelm devoted Poland, Thaddeus Sobieski, pant- 
ing with heit and toil, flew into the room, and, 
before he could speak a word , was clasped in the 
arms of the agitated Stanislaus. 

*Are my people safe?' asked the king 
'Yes, my liege,* returned Thaddeus, 'and 
victo ioiu. The ftHraign gnerds are beaten from 
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die palace; your own have resumed their station 
at the gates.' 

At this assurance, tears of joy ran over the ven- 
eiable cheeks of his majesty; and again embra- 
cing his young deliverer, he E>aid, *I thank heaven, 
that my unhappy country is not bereft of all hope. 
Whilst Kosciuszko and a Sobieski live, she will 
Aot quite despai * 
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knpelem of devuing any expedient for eToa a torn* 
porary soccer, a coancil met in his majesty's pn« 
Tate cabinet, to cons&lt about obtaining fesources. 
The debate was as desponding as their sitaatioBf 
tiil Thaddeus Sobieski, who had been a silent ob- 
server, rose from hi^ seat; and whilst the blushes 
a( awe and eagerness crimsoned his cheek, he ad- 
vanced towaids Stanislaus, and taking from his 
oeck, and other parts of his dress, those magniA- 
rHent jewels which it was oostomary always to wi v 
in the presence of the king, he knelt down, and 
laying them at the feet oChis majesty, said, in a 
suppressed voice. *The« are trifles; bat such as 
they are, and all of the like kind which I possess. 
I beseech your majesty to appropriate to the pab- 
lac service* 

<Nob!e young man!' cried the king, lifting him 
from the ground; 'you have indeed taught me a 
lesson : I accept these jewels with gratitude. 
•Here,* said he, turning to the treasurer, *put 
Ihem into the national fund; and let them be fol- 
Iswed by my own, with my plate, which I desire 
may be instantly sent to the mint. One half of it 
the array shall have; the other we mast expead 
m giving some little support to the surviving fam- 
Uies of those who have fallen in our defence. 

The palatine, who thanked his grandson for his 
generous warmih, redily united with him in the 
sarrender of all their personal property, for the ben- 
efit of their country. According to their example, 
the treasury was filled with gratuities from the no- 
bles; and the army, newly equipped^ marched 
Mfc io high spirits. 
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The covntess had a third time to bid adieu Uh 
a son, who was become as much the idol of her 
reason, as before he had been of her love; in pro-., 
portion as glory surroniided him, and dang*er 
courted his steps, the strings of affection drew 
him closer to her soul; the'^aspiring blood,* of the 
Sobieskis, which beat in her veins, could notdaU 
the feeling that she was a parent ; that the aprin^^ 
of her existence now flowed from that fountain » 
which had drawn its source from her. H.er anx- 
ious, and waiting heart, paid dearly in tears, and 
sleepless nights, for the honor with which she was 
saluted at every turning, as the mother of Thad- 
deus : that Thaddeus, who was no more the aovA 
of council, and the sinew of war, than he was to 
her the gentlest, the dearest, the most amiable Oa 
sons. It mattero little to the undistinguished bolt 
of carnage, whether it strike common breasts, or 
those rare hearts, Whose course is usually as briet 
as it is dazzling; this leaden messenger of death 
banquets as sullenly on the bosom of a hero, as tT 
it had lit upon more vulvar prey : all is levelled 
to the chance of war, which comes like a whirU 
wind of the desart, scattering man and beast in 
^ one wide ruin. 

Such thoughts as these, possessed the melanchofy 
reveries of the countess St>bie3ki, from the hour 
in which she saw Thaddeus and his grandfather 
depart for Cracow, untill she heard it was retaken, 
and the enemy defeated in many battles. 

Warsaw was again bombarded; and again Kos- 
ciuszko, with the palatine and Thaddeus, preserv. 
ed it from destraction. In short, wherever they 
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jMTedy this dauntiMs little army carried terror to 
ftbeir adversaries, and difihsed hope amongst the 
homes and hearts of their coontryoien. 

Thej next tamed their coarse to the relief ol 
Lathoaaia ; hot whilst they were on their route 
thither, they received intelligence that a detach- 
ment firoin their body having been beaten by the 
Russians ander Suworrow, that general, elated 
with his saccess, was hastening forward to attack 
the capital. 

Kosciuszko reso ved to prevent him ; and as a 
DieaOy he prepared to give immediate battle to 
Fersea, another commander, who was on his 
luarch to form a junction with the victorious Rus- 
sian. To this eflect, Kosciuszko divided his for- 
ces ; half of them, under the command ef prince 
Pooiatowski, were to pursue Snworrow, and keep 
a watchful eye over his motions ; whilst he, with 
the remainder, to the amount of six thousand 
men, accompanied by the two Sobieskis, should 
proceed towards Brzesc. 

It was the tenth of October. The weather be- 
ing fine, a cloudless sun difinsed life and brillian- 
cy through the pure air of a keen morning. The 
vast ^een plain before them, glittered with the 
troops of general Person, who bid already arran- 
ged them in order of battle. 

The word was given. Thaddeas, as he drew- 
his sabre from its scabbard, raised his eyes, to im 
plore the justice of heaven on this duy*s events. 
The attack was made. The Poles kept their sta- 
tion on the heights. Twice the Russians rushed 
«a them like wolves, and twice they repalsed 

Digitized by Google 



106 THADDBUf OF WARSAW. 

them by their steadiness. Conqaest declared for 
Poland. Thaddeas was seen in every part of the 
field. Bat reinforcements poured in to the snp^ 
port of Fersen, and war raided in -ttew horrors. 
Still the courage cf the Pole was anabated. * So* 
bieski, fighting at the bead of the infantry, woula 
note recede one foot ) and Kosciaszko, exhorting 
his men to be resolute, appeared in the hottest pla 
ces of the battle. 

At one of the&e portentous moments, Thadde* 
as saw the geperal struggling with his charger, 
which had been shot under him ; he immediately 
galloped to his assistance, and giving him another, 
remained and fought by his side, till he beheld 
two more horses share the same fate ; and on hi* 
next charge, Kosciuszko himself dropped back on 
his saddle. Thaddeus caught him in his arms, 
and finding that a Cossae had stabbed him in the 
hack, he nnconiiciously uttered a groan of dismay. 
The surrounding soldiers took the alarm, aud 
* Kosciuszko, our general, is killed !* was echoed 
from rank to rank with such piercing shrieks, that 
the wounded hero opened his eyes, and was pre- 
paring to speak to his young friend, when two 
Russian chasseurs, in the same moment mi|de a 
eat at them both. The sabre struck the exposed 
tead of Kosciaszko, who fell almost lifeless to 
the ground ; and Thaddeas received a gash in his 
shoulder, which knocked him off his horse. 

The conflict thickened over the fallen general ^ 
the confternation now becoming universal, for 
groans of despair seemed to issue from the whole 
•rmy, Thaddeus with difficulty extricated himself 
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from the bodies of the slain; and fighting his 
way throagh the throng of the enemy which press 
edaroand iiira, he joined his terror-stricken com- 
mde«, who, in the wildest confasion» were dis- 
persing under a heavy fire, to the right and led, 
and flying like frighted deer. In vain he called 
U} thecn, in vain he arged them [to avenge Kosci- 
nsako; the panic, was complete, and they fled. 

Alioost alone, in the rear of hie soldiers, he op- 
po^ with his single and desperate arm, party af- 
ter party of the enemy, till a narrow stream of 
the iVfochavez stopped his retreat The waters 
w«re criinaotned with blood. He plunged in, and, 
beating the blushing wave wkh his left arm, ia a 
Cew seconds gained the opposite oank ; whece, 
lainting from fatigue and the loss of blood, he 
sank, almost deprived of sense, amidst a heap of 
the killed. 

When the pursoing squA<2rons had galloped by 
hiiB, he again summoned strength to look around. 
He raised himself from the ground, and by the 
help of his sword, on which he leaned, supported 
his steps a few paces farther ; but, good God 
What was the shook he received, when the bleeds 
m^ and lifeles body of his grandfather lay bo- 
fore him ? He stood for a few moments motron- 
less, and without sensation , then, kneeling down 
by his side, whilst his heart felt as if it were palsi- 
ed with death, he searched fi>r the wounds of tne 
palatine. They were numerous and deep. He 
%roald have torn away the handkerchiefwith which 
be had staunched his own blood, to have applied 
it to that of hit grandfather, hot by to doing ha 
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mast have disabled himself from giving hitn fur- 
ther assistance ; he took his sash and neckcloth, and 
when they were insufficient, he rent the hnen from 
his breast ; then hastening to the river, brought 
a little water in his cap, and threw some of its 
itained drops on the pale features of SobieskL 

The venerable hero opened his eyes ; in a rain- 
nte afterwards he recognized that it was his grand- 
son who knelt by him. The palaitine pressed his 
hand, which was cold as ice : the marbled lipw 
Thaddeus could not move. 

* My son,' said the veteran, in a low voice, 
* Heaven hath led you here, to receive the last 
sigh of your grandfather.*. Thaddeus trembled : 
the palatine continued, * Carry my blesssing to 
your mother ; and bid her seek comfort in the 
consolations of her God. May that God preserve 
you ; ever rememember that you are his servant ; 
be obedient to him : and as I have been, be faith- 
ful to your country.' 

< May God so bless me !* cried Thaddeus, liA 
ing his eyes to heaven. 

* And ever rememblsr,' said the palatine, rais- 
ing his head, which had dropt on the bosom ol 
his grandson, * that you are a Sobieski ! It b my 
dying command that you never take any other 
name.* 

* I promise.' 

Thaddeus could say no more, for the conato- 
Dcince of his grandfather, became altered ; his ejes 
closed, Thaddeus caught him to his breast. "No 
heart beat against his ; aH wan still and cold. TIm 
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My dropped from his arms, and he sunk sense- 
ItiB by its side. 

When sensation retarned to him, he looked up. 
The sky WRs shrouded in clouds, which a driving 
wind was blowing from the orb of the moon, aa 
a few of her white rays here and there, gleamed 
on the wcapona^ of the slaughtered soldiers. 

The scattered senses of I'haddeus slowly recol- 
lected themselves. He was now laying, the only 
Ihring creatare amidst thousands of the dead, who, 
the preceding night, had been like himself alive 
to ail the consciousness ot existence. His right 
hand rested on the chilled face of his grandfather : 
k was wet with dew; he shuddered; and taking 
big own cloak from his shoulders, laid it over tho 
body. He would have said, as he did it, *So 
my father, I would have sheltered thy life, with 
the sacrifice of my own;' but the words choaked in 
bis throat; and he eat watching by the corpse till 
the day dawned, and the Poles returned to bury 
tbeir dead. 

The wretched Thaddeas was discovered by a 
party of his own hussars, seated on a little mound 
ef eart|i with the cold hand of Sobieski grasped 
in his. At this sight the soldiers uttered a cry of 
berror. Thaddeus rose up; *my friends,' said 
ke, *I thank Qnd that yon are come ! Assist me 
to bear my dear grandfather to the c^mp?' 

Astonished at his composure, but distressed at 
the deathful hue of his countenance, they obeyed 
him in mournful silence, and laid the remains of 
the paletine upon a bier which they formed with 
Ibeir sheathed sabres« then gently raising it they 
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retrod their stepe to the camp; having left a de- 
tachment to accomplish the duty for which thejr 
bad quitted k. Thaddeas, hardly able to support 
his weaknened frame, monated a horse and foJJow 
ed the melancholy procession. 

General Wawrzecki, on whom the command 
had devolved, seeing the party retorn so soon, and 
in sach an order, sent an aid-de-camp to inquire 
Che reason. He came b^ck with dejection in his 
face; and informed the commander, to^t tne 
brave palatine of Masovia, whom they sapposed 
had been taken prisoner with his grandson and 
KosciiMzko, had been killed, and was approoch- 
ing the lines on the arms of his soldiers. Wawr- 
zecki, though glad to hear that Thaddeus was 
alive and at liberty, turned round to conceal his 
tears; then calling out a guard, he marcned at 
their head, to meet the corpse of his ilicstri^os 
friend. 

The bier was carried into the generars tent 
An aid-de-camp, with some gentlemen of the fac 
nlty, were ordered to attend Thaddeus to nis quar- 
ters; but the young count, though scarcely able 
to stand, appeared to linger, and holding fast bj 
the arm of an officer, he looked stedfastly on the 
body Wawrzecki nnderstood his hesitation. He 
pressed his*hand; *Fear not my dear sir,' said 
ne, *every hunor shall pe paid to the remains of 
your noble grandfather.' Thaddeus bowed his 
Dead, and was supported out of the tent to his own 

His wounds, of which ne had receivci several, 
were not deep, and might have been of little con- 
sequence, bad not his thoughts contif«Qally hover 
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•d about hk motner, ana painted her afflictionf, 
when she should be iDformed of the lamentable 
•vents of the last day*8 battle. These reflections, 
awake, or in a slamber, (for he never slept,) pos^ 
se^Mod his mind; and even whilst his wounds wore 
bealkig, produced such an irritation in his blood, 
as liaarly threatened a fever. 

Things were in this situation, when the surgeon, 
with a hesitating countenance, put a letter from 
the countess into hio hand. He opened it, and 
read with breathless anxiety^ these lines : 

'ro ..HADDEtrs Count SoBiESKt. 

'Console yourself, my most precious son, console 
yourself for my sake. I have seen colonel Lom- 
za, and I have heard all the horrors which took 
place on the tenth of this month. I have heard 
them, and I am yet alive; I am resigned : boi 
he tells me that yon are wounded. Oh ! do not 
let me be also bereft of my son ! Remember, that 
yoa are my dear sainted father's darling; re- 
oiember, that as his representati^^ you are to be 
my consolation : in pity to me, if fiot to our suf- 
fering country, preserve yourself, to beat least 
the last comfort that heaven will spare to me. I 
find, that ail is lost to Poland, as well as to ii))^. 
self; that when my glorious father fell, and his 
friend with him, the republic became extinct. 
The Russian army b now on its march towards 
Bfassovia; and I am too weak to come to you. 
Lot me see you soon, very soon, my beloved «on ; 
1 beseech yoa oome to me! You will find me 
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more feeble of body than of mind;^ for there m 
u holy comforter, that descends on the braUed 
neart, which none other than the unhappy have 
roneeived or felt Farewell, my dear, dear Thad- 
deus ! Let the memory that you have a mother , 
check yoar too ardent coarage. God forever 
guard yon. Live for yonr mother, who has no 
stronger words to express hsr affection for yoa, 
than that she is thy mother, thy 

*Thsresx Sobikski. 
*. VUlanow, QcMer 1794. 

This letter was indeed a. balm to the soul of 
ThfKjIdeus. That his adored mother had receiv- 
ed the cruel event with sach resignation, was tlie 
best medicine which could now be applied to bis 
wounds, both of mind and body ; and when he 
was told, that on the succeeding morning, the 
body of his grandfather should be removed to thu 
convent near Biala, declared his resolution to at- 
tend it to the gravo. 

In vain his surgeons and general Wawrzecki 
remonstrated against the danger of his project; 
for once, the gentle, and yielding spirit of Thad- 
deus, seemed inexorable. He had fixed his deter- 
mination, and it was not to be shaken. 

Next day, being the seventh from that in wbicJi 
the Cital battle had been decided, Thaddeus, at 
the first beat of the drum, rose from his bed, and, 
almost unassisted, put on his clothes. His ani« 
ofrm being black, he needed no other index than 
his pale and mournful countenance, to announce, 
that he was chief mourner. 

The procession began to form, and he walked 
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fsom his tent It was a fine morning; Thadde- 
■8 looked op, as if to opbraid the san for shinmg 
so brightly. Lengthened and repeated rounds of 
eannon rolled along the air. The solemn march 
of the dead, was moaning from the muffled drum, 
ioterropted at measured pauses by the shrill tre- 
mor ol* the fife, Ij'he troops, preceded by their gen- 
eral, moved forward with a decent and melancholy 
step. Tha bishop of Warsaw followed, bearing 
the sacred volume in his hands : and next, borne 
upon the crossed pikes of his soldiers, and support- 
ed by twelire of liis most veteran companions, ap- 
peared the body of the brave Sobicskl A velvet 
p:ill covered it, on which were laid those arms 
with which, fbr fifty years, he had asserted the lib- 
erties of bis coantry. At this sight, the sobs of 
the men became audible. Thaddens follov/ed, 
with a slow bat firm step,, his eyes bent to the 
ground, and his arms wrapped in his cloak : it 
was the same which had shaded his beloved grand- 
father from the dews of that dreadful night An- 
other train of solemn masie succeeded; aod thea 
the squadrons, which the deceased had command- 
ed dismounted, and leading their hors^, closed 
the procession. 

On the vergo o tne p am that borders Biala, 
and within a few paces of the convent gate of St 
Francis, the bier stopped. The monks saluted its 
appearance with a requiem, which they continued 
to channt till the cofiHn was lowered into the 
ground. The earth received its sacred deposit 
The anthems ceased : and the sold.*ers kneeling 
down, discharged their mntketf over it; then. 

Vol. L— 8. 
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with streaming cheeka, rose, and gare place li^ 
others. Nine votlies were fired, and the ranks 
fell back . The bishop advanced to the head of 
the grave; all was hashed; he raised bis eyes to 
heaven, then, after a pause, in which be seemed 
to be commaning with the regions above hiniy he 
tamed to the silent assembly, and in a voice, col-. 
lected and impressive, addressed thena in a short 
bat a(fectin« oration, in which he set (brth the 
brightness of Sobieski*s life; his noble (brgetlal- 
ness of self, in the interests of his, coontry ; and 
the dauntless bra Very which had laid him in the 
tomb. A general discharge of cannon and nia»» 
ketry was ths awAil re.«ponse -to this appeal. 
Wawrzecki took the sword of the palatine, and 
breaking it, dropt it int» the grave. The aids-de- 
camp of the deceased did the same by theirs, 
showing, that by so doing, they resigned tbeir offi- 
ces; and then, covering their faces with their 
handkerchiefs, they turned away w'th the soldiers, 
who filed off. Thaddeas sunk on his knees; his 
hands were ckisped, and his eves for a few min- 
utes fixed themselves on the coffin of his grandfa- 
ther; then rising, he leaned on the arm of Wawr- 
'secki, and with a tottering step, and pallid coon- 
tenance, mounted his horse, which had been led 
to the spot, and returned with the toatterod pro- 
cension to the camp. 

The cause for exertion being ever, his 8|Mrite 
fell with the rapidity of a spring too highly woand 
np, which snaps, and rnns down to perfect imnrKK 
bility. He entered his tent and threw himself on 
the bed, from whence he did not arise, dnnng fire 
<lay. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



At a time, when the efiects of theie safftiriQgs 
tad fatigdes had broaght him very low, the young 
eouQt Sobieski was aroused by the information 
that the Russians had already planted themselves 
before Prague, and were threatening to bombti^rd 
the town. This news rallied the spirits of the de- 
pressed soldiers, who, readily obeyed their com- 
mander, to put themselves in order of march the 
next day. Thaddeus felt that the decisive blow 
was pending : and though hardly able to sit on his 
horse, he refused the mdulgence of a litter ; deter- 
mining that no illness, however severe, should 
make him flag one hour from the active exercise pf 
duty. 

Devastation was spread over the face of the 
country. As the troops moved, the unhappy and 
houseless villagers presented an agonizing picture 
to their view. Old men stood among the ashes of 
their homes, deploring the cruelty of power ; chil- 
dren and women sat by the way side, weeping over 
the last sustenance which the wretched infant drew 
from the breast of its perishing mother. 

Thaddeui shut his eyes on the scene. 

* O, my country ! my country !* exclaimed het 
' what are my personal griefs to thine ? Nothing* 
nothing. It is your wretchedness that barbs mo 
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to the heart ! Look there," cried he to the sol 
diers, pointing to tbe miserable opectacles before 
him, * look there, and carry vengeance into the 
breasts of their destroyers. Let Pragne be tbe 
last act of this tragedy. 

Unhappy young man, unfortunate country ! It 
was indeed the last act of a tragedy, to which all 
Europe were spectators ; a tragedy which the na- 
tions witnessed, without one attempt to stop or 
delay its dreadfui catastrophe ! O ! how must vir- 
tue be lost, when it is no longer an article of poU 
icy even to assume it. 

Ai\er a long march, tnrough a dark and dismal 
night, the morning began to l^reak ; and Thad- 
deus found himself on the southern side of that 
little river, which divides the territories of Sobi- 
cski from the woods of Kobylka. Here, for the 
first time, he endured all the torturing varieties of 
despair. 

The once fertile fields were our nt to stubble ; 
the cottages were yet smoking from the ravages 
of the fire ; and in place of smiling eyes and 
thankful lips, the dead bodies of his peasants were 
stretched on the high roads, mangled, bleeding, 
and stripped of that decent covering, which hu- 
manity would not even deny to guilt. 

Thaddeus could bear the sight no longer ; but 
setting spurs to his horse^ fled from the contem- 
plation of scenes which harrowed up his heart 

At nighc-fall the army halted under the walls of 
VUianow. The count looked towards the win- 
dows of the palace, and by the glare of lij^ht 
iFhining through the half drawn curtains, soon dia- 

Digitized by Google 



THADOXirt OF WARSAW. 117 

tkigouhed his mother's room. He then tamed 
bis eyes on that sweep of building appropriated to 
tbe palatine ; bat not one solitary lamp illumined 
its gloom ; the moon alone glimmered on the bat- 
tlements, silvering the painted glass of the stsdy 
window, where, with that beloved parent, he bad 
so lately gazed upon the sturs I and anticipated a 
campaign which had so fatally terminated. 

These thoughts, with his grief and his forebo- 
dings, were buried in the depths of his soul. .Ad- 
dressing general Wawrzecki, he bade him welcome 
to Villanow ; requesting at the same time, that 
the men m.ght be directed to rest till the ntorning ; 
and that he, and the oliicers, would partake of 
refreshment within the palace. 

As soon as Thaddeus had seen his guests seat- 
ed at different tables in the eating hall, and had 
.given orders for the soldiers to be served from the 
cellars, he withdrew to seek, the countess. 

He found her in her dressing-room, surrounded 
by her attendants, who had just informed her of 
nis arrival. The moment he appeared at the door, 
the women went out at an opposite passage, and 
Thaddeas, with an anguished heart, threw him- 
self on the bosom of bis mother. They were si- 
lent for some time. Poignant reflection stopped 
their atterance ; but neither tears noi* sighs filled 
up its place, antil the countess, who felt the full 
tide of maternal affection press upon her soul and 
mmgle with her grief, raised her head from her 
•on*8 oecks and said, while she strained him close 
in her arms ; * Receive my thanks, O Father of 
ipercy, *hat tboa hast yei spared to me this bles- 
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Sobeiski breathed a response to the address of 
his mother ; and drying her tears with his kisses, 
dwek upon the never dying fame of his beloved 
grandfiither ; upon his preferable lot to that of 
their brave friend Kosciuszko, who was dootiied, 
not only to survive the liberty of his country , but 
to pass the residue of his life within the dungeons 
of a Russian prison. He then tried to reanimate 
her spirits with hope. He spoke of (he approach- 
ing battle^ without expressing any doubt of the 
valor and desperation of the Poles rendering it 
successful. He talked of the firmness of the king, 
of the courage of the general, of his own resolu- 
tion. His discourse began in a wish to cheat her 
into tranquility, but as he advanced on the sub- 
ject, his soul took fire at its own warmth, and he 
half believed the probability of his anticipations. 

The countess looked on the honorable glow that 
crimsoned his harrassed features, with a pang at 
her heart. 

* My herok;, son ! cried she, * my darling Thad- 
deus ! what a vast price do I pay for all this ex- 
cellence ! I could not love you, were you other- 
wise than what yon are ; and being what yon are, 
O ! how soon may I lose yon ! Already has yoor 
noble grandfather paid the debt that he owed to 
his glory ; he promised to fall with Poland : he 
has kept his word ; and now, all that I love on 
earth is concentrated in you.* The iiountess paus- 
ed, and pressiag his hand fllmost wildly on her 
heart, she continued, in a hurried ^vobe ; * The 
same fruit is in your breast ; the same principle 
binds you ; and I may at last be left^'olone. 
Heaven, have pity on me !* 
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8be cant ber eyes upwards as she ended. Thad • 
dens, siiikiiig on hts knees by her side, implored 
her with «I1 the earnestness of piety and confidence* 
to take comfort. Her ladyship embraced him 
with a£ (breed smile, and said, * You mast forgive 
me, Thaddeas, I have mitliing of the soldier ia 
my heart ; it is all woman.' Bat, I will not de- 
tain yoa hMigcr, niy dear boy, from that rest 
which you require ; go, to your room, and try to 
recrait yourself for the fatigues, which I expect 
to-inorrow will brinjr forth. 

'S<»bie8ki, consoled to see any composure in his 
•rother, withdrew ; and after having > eard thtit 
fus nuitieixHis guests were properly lud ed, we.ti 
Hf his own chamber. 

Next morning, at sunrise, the troops prepared 
to march. General WawrzecUi, with his officers, 
begged permission .to pay their personal gratitude 
lo the countess, for the hospitality of their recep- 
tion : she declined thiit honor, on the plea of io- 
dispositkin ; and in the course of an hour, the 
count appeared from her apaitnient, and joined 
the general ; his checks were duslied with the 
struggles of parting ; and he was so shaken by 
emotion, that his steps were irregular, and his 
cnanaer confused, till he entered the court-yard. 

The soldiers filed off through the gates, crossed 
the bridge, and halted under the walls of Prague. 
The lines of the camp were drawn and fortified 
before the evening ; when they found full leisure 
10 observe the enemy's strength. 

Russia seemed to have' exhausted her wide re- 
g^otts, to people the narrow sbocea of the Vistula i 
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from east to w«st as far as the eye coald reaeh, 
her armies were stretched to the horizon. Sobf* 
eski looked at them, and then on the handfai of 
dauntless hearts, contained in the small circumfer- 
ence of the Polish camp, and fighting heavily, re- 
tired into his tent ; where he mixed his short, and 
startled slumbers, with frequent prayers for she 
preservation of these last victims of their conntry. 

The hours appeared to 3tand still. Several times 
he rose from his bed and went to the door, to «ce 
whether the plouds were tinged with any appear- 
ance of dawn. All continued dark. He again 
returned into his nuirquee, and standing by the 
lamp which was nearly exhausted, took out hid 
watch and tried to distinguish the points ; bat 
finding that the light burnt too feebly, he was 
pressing the rep<iat}ng spring, which struck five, 
when the report o^ a single musket made liiin 
start. 

He flew to his tent door, and looking about 
him, saw that all in that quarter was at rest ; then 
suspecting that it mi^^ht be a signal of the enemy, 
he hurried towards ^he entrenchments, where he 
found the centinels in perfect security from any 
^ars respecting the sound, as they supposed it to 
have proceeded from the town. 

Sobieski paid little attention to their opinions, 
but ascending the nearest bastion to take a wider 
survey, in a few minutes he discerned, though ob- 
scurely, through the faint gleams ot morning, the 
whole host of Russia advancing, in profound si- 
eace, towards the Polish lines. The instant be 
made this discovery, he came down, and . loit no 

Digitized by Google 



THADDKUS OF WARSAW. 121 

time in giving orders for a defence ; then flying 
to other parts of the camp, he awakened the com- 
loaDder in chief, encoaraged the men, and saw 
that the whole encampment was not only in mo- 
tion, bat prepared for the assault. 

In consequence of these prompt arrangements, 
the Russians were received with the cross Are of 
the batteries, and case-shot and musketry, from 
•everal redoubts, Which raked their flanks as they 
approached ; however, in defiance of this shower 
of bullets, thdy pressed on with an intrepidity wor- 
thy of -a better cause, and overleaping the ditch 
by squadrons, entered the camp. A passage once 
secured, the cossacs rushed in by thousands, and 
spreading themselves in front of the storming par- 
ty, put every aoul to the bayonet who opposed their 
way. 

The Polish works gained, the Russians turned 
the cannon on its former masters ; and as these 
rallied to the ^defence of what remained, swept 
them down by whole regiments. The noise of 
artillery thundered from all sides of the camp ; 
the smoke was so great that it was hardly possible 
to distinguish friends from foes ; nevertheless, the 
spirits of the Poles flagged not a' moment : as 
fast as one rampart was wrested from them, they 
threw themselves within another ; which was as 
speedily taken by the help of hurdles, fascines, 
ladders, and a courage engendered by ferocity. 
Every spot of vantage ground was at length lost ; 
and yet the Poles fought like lions : quarter was 
neither offered to them, nor required ; they dispu- 
ted every inch of way, till they fell opon it in 
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, I ; fome, lying before the parapets : other*, 
filling the ditches ; and the rest, covering the 
ground for the enemy to tread on, as they c«t 
taoir passage to tlie heart of the caiiip. 

■Sobieski, almost maddened by the scene, drip- 
ping with his own blood, and that of his bravp 
friends, was seen in every part of thte action ; be 
was in the fosse, defending the trampled bodien of 
those who were dying ; he was on the dyke aai 
mating the few who remained ; Wawrzecki wa» 
slain, and every hope now hung en Thaddens » 
his presence and voice infused new> energy into the 
arms of his almost fainting countrymen ; they kept 
close to his side, till the Russians, enraged at the 
dauntless intrepklity of this young hero, uttered 
the most unmanly imprecations, and rushing on 
his little phalanx, attacked them with redoubled 
numbers and fur^. 

Sobieski sustained the shock with (irmness ; but 
wherever he turned his eyes, they were blasted 
with some object which made them recoil ; he be- 
held his companions, and his soldiers, strewing 
the earth, and their barbarous adversaries mount 
tng their dying boiliei as they hastened with loud 
huszas, to the destructbn of Prague, whose gates 
were now burst open. His eyes grew dim at this 
sight ; and at the very moment in which he tore 
ihem from spectacles so deadly to his heart, a Li- 
vonian officer struck him witn a sabre, to all ap- 
pearance dead upon the field. 

When Thaddeus recovtsred from the blow 
which having lit on the steel of his cap, had onlr 
ttunaed him he looked roaad and found that all 
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iear him was qaiet ; bat that a far dtfTerent scene 
presented itself from the town. The roar of can* 
Don, and the barsting of bombs, thnnderod through 
the air rendered Hvid and tremendoas, by long 
spires of fire streaming from the burning hduses 
and mingling with the Yolumes of smoke which 
rolled from the gans. The dreadful tocsin, and 
the hurras of the victors pierced the sonl of the 
count : springing from the ground, be was pre- 
paring to rush forward to the gates, when lond 
outcries of distress issued from the interior of the 
place ; and a moment after, the grand magazino 
was blown up with a horrible explosion. 

In an instant, the front of Prague was filled 
with women and children, flying in all directions, 
and rending the sky with their shrieks. * Father 
Almighty !* cried Thuddens, wringing his hands, 
' canst thou suffer this ?' Whilst he yet spake, 
some straggling Cossacs, from the town, who were 
prowling about, glutted, but not sated with blood, 
seized the poor fugitives, and with a ferocity as 
wanton as unmanly, released them at once from 
life and affliction. 

This hideous spectacle brought his mother's do- 
feoeeless state before the eyes of SobieskL Her 
palace was only four miles distant ; and whilst the 
barbarous avidity of the Russians, sparing nehher 
age nor sex, nor infancy, was too busily engaged 
in sacking the place, to permit them to perceive a 
solitary individual hurrying away amidst the heaps 
of dead bodies, he flew across the few fields which 
intervened between Prague and Villanow. 

Thaddwis waa met at the gate of the palace. 
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by genera] Butzoa ; who had alreadr learnt thm 
fateof.JPragae, from the noise and dames in that 
quarter ; and anticipated the arrival of some part 
of the victorious army before the walls of Villa- 
now. When the count crossed the draw bridge he 
saw that the worthy veteran had prepared every 
thing for a stout resistance ; the rani parts were 
lined with soldiers, and well mounted with artillerj. 

* Here, my dear lord,' cried he, as he led the 
oount up to the keep, ' let the worst happen, here 
I am resolved to dispute the possession of yoar 
grandfather's palace, till I have no( a man to 
stand by me !* 

Thaddeus strained him in silence to his breast ; 
and then, after examining the force, and giving 
further orders for more commanding dispositions, 
he went to the apartments of his mother. 

The countess's women who met him in the ves- 
tibule, begged him to bo careful how he enter- 
ed her ladyship's room ; she had but recently re- 
covered from ponvulsions, into which she had been 
thrown, on hearing the cannonade against the Po- 
lish camp. Thaddeus waited for no more ; bat 
regardless of their caution, threw open the door 
of the chamber, and hastened up to his mother's 
couch, cast himself into her arms. She clang 
round his neck ; and for a while, joy stopped 
her respiration, till bursting into a flood of tears, 
she wept over him, incapable of expressing br 
words her tumultuous gratitude at again behold 
ing him alivo. He looked on hor altered and pal- 
Ud featairei. 
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* O ! my mother,' cried he, clasping her to his 
W«*.a8t, 'yoa are ill ; and what will become of yoa ?' 

* Mj belored son,' replied she, kissing his fore- 
head, through the clotted blood which oozed from 
a cat above his temple ; * my beloved son, before 
oar cruel murderers can arrive, I shall have found 
a refuge in tshe bosom of my God.' 

Tbaiddeus could only answer with a groan. 
She resumed. * Give me your hand. I must not 
witness the grandson of Sobieski given up to des- 
pair : let your mother incite you to resignation. 
Yoa see, I have not breathed a complaining word, 
dthough I behold you covered with wounds.' 
As she spoke, she pointed to the sash and handker- 
chief, which were bound round his thigh and led 
arm. ' Our separation will not be long ; a few 
short years, perhaps hours, may unite us forever 
iu a better world.' ^ 

The coupt was still speechless ; he could only 
press her band to his lips. After pausing a mo- 
ment, she proceeded. 

* Look up, my dear boy ! and attend to me. 
Should Poland become the property of other na- 
tions, I conjure you^ if you survive its fall to leave 
it. When reduced to slavery, it will be no longer 
an asylum for a man of honor. I beseech you, 
should this happen, go that very hour to England : 
That is a free country ; and I have been told, the 
people are kind to the unfortunate. Tbaddeus ! 
Why do you delay to answer me ? Remember 
these are your mother's dying prayers.' 

* I will obey you.' 

/ Then,' contmoed the, taking oat of her bo- 
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som a pietore, < let me tie this ronud joor neck ? 
It is tlie portrait of your father.' Thadtleas bent 
his head forward, and the countess fastened it un- 
der bis waistcoat ; * Prize this gid^ my child ; it 
is likely to be all that you will now inherit either 
from me, or that father. Try to forget his injus. 
tice, my dear son : and in memory of me never 
part with it O ! Thaddeus, since the nionient 
in which I first received it, till this instant, it has 
never been from my heart ! 

* And it shall never leave mine,' answered be 
in a stifled voice, whilst I have being.' 

The coantess was preparing to replj, when a 
sudden volley of fire arms made Thaddeus s^pring 
upon his feet Loud outcries succeeded. '' he 
women rushed into the apartment, screaming, 

* The ramparts are stormed !' and the next mo- 
ment, that quarter of the building rocked to its 
foundation. The countess clung to the bosom of 
her son ; Thaddeus clasped her close to his breast, 
and caiiting up his petitioning eyes to heaven, 

* () God !' cried he, * can I not find shelter for 
my mother !* 

Another burst of cannon was followed by a 
heavy crash, and the most piercing shrieks echoed 
through the palace. * All is lost !' cried a soldier, 
who appeared for an instant at the room door, and 
vanished. 

Thaddeus, overwhelmed with despair, grasped 
his sword, which had fullen to the ground « and 
crying, < Mother, we will die together !' wouki 
have given her one last and assuring embrace, 
when bif eyen mat the dreadful sight of her before 
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ansioos featares, dow, tr^qoillized in death, 
bhe fell from his palsied arms habk on the sofa, 
and he stood gazing on her, as if struck by a 
power which had benonibed alt his facuhie^ 

The turn alt in the palace increased every mo- 
ment; bat be heard it not, till Butzoa, followed 
by two or three of his soldiers, ran into the apart- 
ment calling oot, 'Coant save yoarself !* 

Sobieski still remained motionless. The general 
^aaght him by the arm, and throwing his mantle 
over the dead countess, hurried him, almost un- 
concious, by an opposite door, throogh the state- 
chamber, into the gardens. 

Thaddeas did not recover tiis recollection, till 
he reached the outward-gate; then breaking from 
the hold of his friend, was returning to the sor- 
rowful scene he had leH, when Butzoo, aware of 
his intentions, just stopped him time enough, to 
prevent his rushing on the bayonets of a party of 
Russian infantry which were pursuing them at fuil 
speed. 

The count now railed his distracted energies; 
and making a stand wiih the general and his three 
Poles, they compelled this merciless detachment 
to seek refuge among the arcades of the building. 

Buzou would not allow his young lord to pur- 
fcue these wretches; but hurried him across the 
park. He looked behind him; a long column ol 
iwe issued from th^ south towers. Thaddeus 
groaned, 'All is indeed over !' and pressing hii 
hand on his forehead » in that attitude, followed 
the steps of the general towards the Vistula. 

From the wmd bemg very high, the flame 
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Spread itself over the roof of the palaee, and 
catching at every eombastable in its way, the Ras- 
siana became so terrified at the quick progress of 
a fire, which threatened to consame themselves as 
well as their plunder, that they quitted it with pre- 
cipitation; and descrying the count and bis sol- 
diers at a little distance, directed all their malice 
to that point : speedily overtaking him, they 
blocked up the bridge by a file of men with >fixed 
pikes, and not only menaced the Polanders as they 
advanced, but derided their means of defence. 

Sobieski, indifferent alike to danger and to in- 
sults, stopped short to the led, and followed by his 
friends, plunged into the stream, amidst a shower 
of musket balls of the enemy. In a few min- 
utes he reached the opposite bank; where he was 
assisted out of the river, by some of the weeping 
inhabitants of Warsaw, who had been watching 
the expiring ashes of Prague, and the flames 
which were feeding on the boasted towers of Vil- 
Jbmow. 

Emerged from the water, Thaddeos stood to 
regain his breath; and leaning on the shoulder of 
Butzon, he pointed to his burning palace, and 
said, with a smile of agony, *see what a funeral 
pile, heaven has given to the manes of my dear 
mother I* 

The general did not speak; for his emotioiis 
choaked him; but motioning the two soldiers to 
proceed, be supportod the coant into the citadel. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



From th« terminhtion , of-.this awful day, in 
which a brave and uohappy nation was consigned 
to slavery, Thaddeus had been confined to hit 
apartment in the garrison. 

It was now the latter end of November. Gen- 
eral ButzoO) supposing that the illness of his lord 
might continue some weeks, and feeling that no 
time augtb to be lost; obtained bis permission 
and qaitting Warsaw, joined princa Poniattiwski, 
who was yet nnder arms, at tne head of a few 
troops near Sachoryn. 

Meanwhile, the connt isooieski, finding himself 
tolerably well restored, exempt in those wounds oi 
the heart which only time ean heal, was enabled 
to leave his room, and breathe a little fresh air on 
the ramparts. 

His first appearance wai greeted by the officers 
with melancholy conkratnlations; but their re- 
plies soon displaced the faint smile which be tried 
to spread over niscoantenance; and with a con- 
tracted brow, he listened to the following infor- 
mation. • 

Prague had not only been razed to the ground ; 

but upwards of thirty thousand persons, beisides 

old men , women, and defenceless infants, liad ie« 

ther periaUed by the sword, or had been cast in- 

Vol. L— 9. 
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to the river or into the flames. All the horrors 
oflsmael had been re-acted by Suworrow on the 
banks of the Vistula. The citizens of Warsaw, 
intimidated by sucb a spectacle, Uad assembled in 
a body, and, driven -to de.s(>eratii}n, ra|Niired to 
the foot of the throne ; on their knees, they im- 
plored his majesty to forget the contested rights 
of his subjects; and^ in pity to their, wiv.es and 
children^ allow them, by a timely submission, to 
savo those dear relatives from the ignominy and 
eruelty which had been wreaked upon the inhab- 
itants of Pragoe. Staoislaas saw that oppii^iion 
would be fruitless; the walls of hi« cnpitai were 
already surrounded , by a train of artillery, pro- 
pared to blow the. town, to attonis on the first cona- 
mand of the Russian general ; therefore, with a 
deep sigh, he assented to the petiiion, and seat 
deputies to the eneniy's camp. 

^And,* continued the officer, ^Suwarrow, in 
reply, demands, that every man In Polend, shall 
not only surrender his avows, hot shall sue fur par- 
don for the past, and these conditions ^re consent- 
ed to.' 

*They never shall be, by me,* said Sobieski; 
and turning from his informer, he walked towards 
the royal palace, hardly knowing what were his 
intentH>ns, or what he had else to hope or fear. 

When his majesty was apprised that the yoing { 
coont Sobieski awaited him in the a,ndience cham- 
ber, he left his closet, where he had been musing 
alone, and entered the room. Thaddeos, with a 
swelling heart, would have thrown bimsolfen bis 
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kneesy but the king preventod him with emotion, 
and pressed hinir in his arms. 

*Brave young man I' cried he, in a faltering 
voice, *1 embrace, in you, the la^t of those Po- 
lish youth, who were/ 80 lately the brightest jew-, 
els in my crown.* 

Tears slodd in the monarch's eyes as he spoke; 
and Sobieski, with hardly a steadier utterance, an- 
Hwered, *1 come to receive your majesty's com- 
mands. I will obey them 'in all things, but in 
surrendering this sword, (which tiiy grandfather 
bequeathed,) into the hands of my enemies.' 
~ *I will not desire you, my noble friend,' repli- 
ed Stanislaus; 'By my acquiescence with the 
terms of Russia, I only comply with the earnest 
•prayers of my people; I do not cotnpel any. I 
shall not ask you to betray your «outry; but 
alas ! you must not throw away your fife in a 
now hopeless cause. Fate has consigned Poland 
to subjection; and when heaven, in its allwise, 
though mysterious decrees, confirms the destruc- 
tion of kingdoms, man has no further duty than 
resignation. For myself, I am ordered by our 
conqueror, to bury my griefs and indignities in 
the castle of Grodno. ' 

The blood rushed over the cheek of Thaddeus, 
at this meek declaration of his msjesty, to which 
the proud indignation of his son] could in no way 
subscribe; with a heated and agitated voice, he 
exclaimed, 'If my sovereign, be already at the 
command of our oppressors, then indeed is po- 
land no more ! and I have nothing to do, bat • to 
perform the dying will of my mother. Will 
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your majesty grant me permission to set ofiT for 
England, before I can^be obliged to witness this 
last calamity of my wretched country?* 

*I would to heaven,* replied the king, *that 
[, too, might «repose my . age and sorrows in that 
happy kingdom ! Go Sobieski, my prayers and 
blessings shall follow you.*. 

Thaddeus pressed his majesty *s hand to his lipsi. 

'Believe me, my dear county continued StaiH 
.^aus, *my soul bleeds at this parting. I know 
.he treasure which yourYamily has always been to 
.his nation : I know your own individual merit : 
( know the wealth which you have ^crificed for 
jae, and my subjects; and I dm powerless to ex- 
press my gratitude.' 

*Had I done any thing more than absolute du- 
ly,' replied he, * such words, from your majesty's 
jps, would have been a reward adequate to every 
deprivation : but, alas, no ! I have perhaps per- 
formed less than my duty; the blood of a Sobi- 
eski ought not to have been spared one drop, when 
:he liberties of his country perished !' Thaddeus 
olushed whilst he spoke; and almost repeated the 
:oo ready zeal of his friends, in having saved hitu 
from the general slaughter at Villanow. 

The voice of the venerable Stanislaus becaa;ie 
Fainter, as he resumed ■■ 

'Perhaps, had a Sobieski reigned at this ti^e, 
these horror? might not have been nceomplished ! 
That tyrannous power which has crushed my peo« 
pie, I cannot forget, was the .same which put thf 
sceptre into my hand. Catharine misnndersood 
mj principles : she calculated on giving a trekoi 
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to the Poles; bot, when she made me a king, she 
cnald not obliterate that stamp that the King of 
Kings had graved u^on mj heart: J believed 
iiiyseM*to be his vicegerent; and, to the utmost, 1 
have struggled to fulfil my trn^t.* 

*,Yes, my sovereign,* cried Thaddeus, *anc 
whilst there remains one man on earth, who has 
drawn his first breath in Poland, he will bear wit- 
ness in all the lands through whioh he may be 
doomed to wander, that he has felt from you the 
care and affection of a father. O ! *ir, how will 
fatare ages believe, that, in the midst of civil- 
ized Europe, a brave people and a virtuous mon- 
arch, were sufiTered unaided, undeplored, to fall 
into the grasp of usurpation and murder ?' 

Stariislutts laid his hand on the arm of the count, 
nnH with a languid smile gleaming from his oyes 
which still shed benign lusture through his grey 
locks, he said 

*Man'8 ambition and baseness are monstrous, 
only to the contemplation of youth. You aro 
learning your lesson early : I have studied mine 
for many years; and with a bitterness of soul, 
which in some measi:^e prepared me for the com- 
pletion. My kingdom has passed from me, at the 
moment you have lost your Country. Before wo 
part forever, my dear Sobreski, take with you 
this assurance, that you have served the unfortu- 
nate Stanislaus, to the latest hour in which you 
beheld him : what you have just said, relative to 
the 8f>ntiments ol those who were my subjects, is 
Rideed a balm to my heart, and I will carry ita 
eoiMolation with' me to my prison.' 
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The king paused ; Sobleski, agitated and mea« 
pable of speaking, threw hitnsell' at his majesty's 
feet, and pressed hkT hand with fervency and an- 
guish, to his lips. The king looked down at his 
graceful figure ; and pierced to the soul, by the 
more graceful feelings which dictated the action, 
the tear which stood in his eye-lid rolled over his 
cheek, and was followed by another, before he 
could add, 

' Rise, nay young friend, and take thi^ ring. It 
contains my picture ; weiir it in remembrance of 
a man who loves you, and who never can forget 
your worth, or the loyalty and patriotism of your 
house.* ' 

The chancellor at that moment being announc- 
ed, Thaddeus rose from his knee, and was pre- 
paring to leave the room, when his majesty per- 
ceiving his intention, desired him to stop. 

* Stay, count !' cried he, ' I will burthen you 
with one request. I am now a king without a 
crown, without subjects, without a foot of land to 
bury me when 1 die , 1 cannot reward the fidelity 
of even one of the few friends of whom my ene- 
mies have not deprived me ; but you are young, 
and heaven may yet smile upon you m some dis- 
tant nation. — Will you pay a debt of gratitude for 
your \K>oT sovereign ? Should you ever again meet 
with the good old Butzou, who rescued me when 
my life lay on the fortune of a moment, remem- 
ber, that I regard h'un as ihe preserver of my ex- 
istence ! He was then a private soldier in the So- 
bieski guards : and when I offered to recempense 
him by riches and honors, he only prayed to re- 
main with his first patron. I committed bim to 
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tHe rnenasiiip o your grandfather, who imm«. 
diately promoted Ihiii to th« rank of general over 
that battalioa. This brave man, I was told this 
morning, directly on the destructioa oC Pragae, 
joined the army of my brother ; which being now 
disbanded, with the rest of my faithful soldiers, 
he is cast forth in his old age, on the bounty of a 
pitiless world. Shoald you ever meet with him, 
•Sobiesk?, succor him for my sake. 

* As heaven may sscoor nrn^l' cried Thaddens ; 
and potting his majesty's hand a second time to 
his lips, he bowed to the chancellor, and passed 
into the streets 

When the count returned to the citadel, he 
feund that all was as the king had represented. 
The sokiiers in the garrison were reluctantly pre- 
paring to give up their arms ; and the nobles, m 
compassion to the cries of the people, were proud- 
ly trying to humble their necks to the yoke of the 
ravager. The magistrates lingered as they went 
tn take the city keyes from the hands of their good 
king, who had so faithfully protected them ; and 
nnticipated, with bitter sighs, the moment in 
which they shouki surrender them and their rights 
ittUi the power of Suworrow, and that \foul wO' 
man of the north** who exulted in nothing mora 
thun devastation. 

Poland was now no place for Sobieski. He 
had survived all his kindred. He had survived 
the liberties of his country. He had beheld his 
king a prisoner ; and his countrymen trampled on 
by deceit and cruelty. As he walked on, musing 
Ofw thoM cuTB*nft!iiv*^>T, be met with little inter- 
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raption ; for the itrcKsta apj^red deserted. Hen» 
and there, a poor miserable wretch passed him, 
who seemed by his wan cheeks and haggard eyes» 
already to repent the too saccessful prayer» of the 
deputatioD. The shops were shut Thaddeos 
stopped a few minutes in the great square, which 
used to be crowded with the happy citizens, bat 
DOtone man was now to be seen. An awful and 
expecting silence reigaed over all. He sighed, 
and walking down the east-sttieet a'3C'inded thai 
part of the ramparts which covered the Vistula. - 

He tamed his eyes to the spot, where once stood 
the magnificent towers of his paternal palace. 

*■ Yes,' cried he, ^it ,is now time for me to obey 
the last command of my mother ! There is noth- 
ing remains of Poland, but its soil ! nothing of 
my home, but its ashes !' 

The Russians had pitched a detachment of tenta 
amidst the ruins of Villanow ; and were at thij 
moment burying themselves in searching amongst 
the stupendous fragments, for what plunder the 
fire might have spared. Thaddens gazed on the 
place, for nearly an hour. 

* Insatiate robbers !' exclaimed his tortured 
heart, his lips could only faulter with emotion ; 
' be iven will requite tlus taerllege.* He thought 
)n the countt)ss, who lay beneath the ruins, and 
tore himself from the sight, whilst he added, 
« Farewell for ever ; farewell thon beloved Villa- 
now, in which I have spent so many bli^fn' 
years ! I quit yoo, and my country, for ever !' 
S% he spoke, he raised his hands and eyes to heav- 
en* and preaeing the picture of his mother to hw 
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Upa and bosom, turned from the parapet agains' 
which he had been leaning, and walked back to 
hk chamber, determining to prepare that night, 
for hid departure the next morning. 

He arose by day break: and, having gathered 
together all his little wealth ; which consisted 
merely of the hossar aniform that he wore, a few 
rings, and pieces of gold, which he concealed 
with his linnen in the portmanteau that was buck- 
led on his horse ; precisely two hours before the 
triumphal car of General Suworrow entered War- 
saw, Sobieski left it ; bedewing its stones, as he 
rode over the streets, with his tears. They were 
the 6rst that he had shed, during the long series 
of his misfortunes ; and they now flowed so fnst 
from his eyes, that he could hardly discern his 
way out of the city. 

At the great gate his horse ^toppea. 

* Poor Saladin." suid Thaddeus, stroking his 
neck, * are you so sorry at leaving Wnrsjivv, that 
like your unhappy master, you linger to lake a 
last)ook !' 

His tears redoubled ; and the warden as he o 
pened the gate, and closed it after him, implored 
peniiiasion to kiss the hand of the noble count So- 
bieski, before he turned his back to Poland, nev- 
er to return. Thaddeus looked kindly round, and 
shaking hands with the honest man, after saying a 
few friendly words to him, rode on with a'leiter- 
ing step till he reached that part of the river 
which divides Masovia from the Prussian domin- 
kins. 
^ Here bo flang himself ofiT his horse, and stand 
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iDg for a moment on the tiMi tnat rises near the 
hridge, retraced, with hit) almost blinded e^eit, 
the long and desolated lands through which he 
had passed ; then involuntarily dropping on his 
knees, he plucked a turf of grass, and pressing it 
to his lip», exclaimed, 'Farewell Poland ! Fare- 
well all my hopes of happiness !* 

Almost stifled by his regrets, he pot this poor 
relic of bis conntry into his bosom ; and remount- 
ing his horse, crossed the bridge. 

As one, who in flying from any particular ob- 
ject, thinks to lose himself and his sorrows, when 
it lessens to hb view, Sobieski pursued the ren ain- 
der of his journey with a speed, which soud 
brought him to Dantzic. ^ 

After having spent a few days in this town, by 
the help of* much mental exertion, he regained 
f!ome flrmness of mind. It was a calmness of feel- 
ing, arising from the conviction that his afilictions 
had gained their summit, and that, howevei 
heavy they were, heaven had laid them on him, 
ns a trial of faith and virtue. Under this belief, 
he ceased to w^ep ; but he never was seen to smile. 
When he had entered into an agreement with 
the master of a vessel, to carry him across the 
sea ; he ^onnd, from <*^lculating the strength of 
his flnances, that they would barely defray the 
charges of the voyage. Considering these cir- 
cumstances, it struck him, how impossible it would 
be, to take his horse with him to England. 

The first time this idea presented itself, it al- 
most overset his new arranged philosophy. Tears 
would have starts into his ey^^, had he not bj 
force withheld them. 
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•To part with ihy faithful Saladin,' said he to 
himself, Hhat has borne me since I first could Hse 
a sword ; that has carried me through so many 
dangers; and has even come with me into exiJe; 
it is painful, it is ungratful f He was in the sta- 
ble when this thought assailed .him; and as the 
reflections followed each other, he again turned 
to the dtall; *hut, my poor fellow, I will not 
barter your services for gold. I will seek for 
some master, who will be kind to you in pity to 
my misfortunes.' 

He re-entered the hotel where he lodged, and 
callina; a waiter, inquired who it was that occu- 
pied the fine mansion and park , on the east of 
the town. The mam replied, 'A Mr. Hopetown, an 
eminent British merchant, who had been settled 
atDantzic for near forty years.' 

*I am glad he is an Englishman !* was the sen- 
timent -which succeeded this information, in the 
count's mind : who immediately taking his reso-^ 
lotion, had hardly prepared to put it in execution, 
when he received a summons from the c&ptain, to 
he on board in half an hour, as ^e wind had set 
fair. 

Tliaddeus, rather disconcerted by this hasty call, 
with a depressed heart, wrote the ftllowing^ letter 

To John Hopetown,. Esq. 

Sir ! A Polish officer, who has sacrificed- eve- 
ry thing but his honor to the last interests of his 
country, now addresen you. 

*You are an Englishman ; and to whom uan a 
vietom to the cause of freedom, with less deba(S»- 
ment Bolicit an obliga^on ? 
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*I cannot afford sapport to the horse which has 
carried me through the battles of this fatal war. 
I disdain to sell him : and therefore, I impluru 
you, by the respect that you pay to the memory 
of your ancestors, who strugJed for, and obtain- 
ed that liberty, in whose defeni.e wc are thus reda* 
ced ! I implore you to give him an asylum io 
your park, and to protect him. from injurious' usage. 

^Perform this benevolent action, sir, and yoa 
shall ever be remembered with gratitude by an un« 
fortunate Poland cr. 

Ddnt J\rovember, 1794.' 

The count having sealed and directed this let- 
ter, wsnt into the hotel-yard,, and ordered that his 
horse might be brought out. Th^e few days of 
rest had restored him to his former mettle, and he 
appeared from the, stable, prancing, and pawing 
the earth as he used to do, when Thaddetis was 
going to mount him for the field. 

The groom was in vain striving to restrain tl^e 
spirit of the horse, when the count took hold of 
his bridle. . The noble animal immediately knew 
his master, and became gentle as a lamb. After 
stroking him two or three times, with a^ bursting 
heart he returned the reins into the man's hand, 
and at the same time gave him the letter. 

*There,' said he, 'take that note, ahd the 
horse, directly to the house of Mr. Hopetown. 
Leave them; for the letter requires no'answer.* 

So saying, he walked out of the yard, towards 
the quay. The wind continued fair; he entered the 
ship; and, within an hour, set sail for Elngland. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



SoBiESKi passed the greater part of each daj« 
and the whole of the night on the deck of the ves- 
sel. He was too much absorbed in himself to re- 
ceive any amusement from the passengers, who, 
observing his melancholy, thought to disperse it 
by their everlasting company and conversation. 

When any of those oHicious people came upon 
deck, he walked to the head of the ship, took his 
seat abon the cable which bound the anchor to the 
forecastle; and while their fcArs rendered him safe 
from their attacks, by poodering with an aching 
heart upon what might be the consequence of hh 
voyage, h^ gained some respite from vexation, 
though none from misery. 

The ship having passed through the Baltic, and 
entered on the British sea, the passengers running 
from side to side of the vessel, pointed out to 
Thaddeus the distant sl^ore of England lying like 
a hazy ridge along the horizon; the happy peo- 
ple, whilst they strained their eyes through glasses, 
desired him to observe different spots on the hard- 
ly perceptible line, which they called Flambor- 
Dugh Head, and the hills of Yorkshire. Ho turn- 
ed sick at all these objecU of pleasure, for not one 
of them had a corresponding feeling in his breast. 
England could be nothing to him; if any thing. 
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it would prove oaly a desert which contained no 
one object for his regrets or wishes. 

The image ot* Pembroke Somerset rose in his 
mind, HUq the (iim recollection of one who has 
been a long time dead. Whilst he was with him 
atVillanow, he loved him warmly; and when 
they parted tney promised to correspond. One 
day« in a pursuit of the enemy, I'haddeus hnd 
been so unlucky as to lose his friend's address, 
which was in his pocket-book; but yet, unetisy ut 
his silence, he had ventured two letters to him, di- 
rected merely to Sir Robert Somerset*^, £fig^and. 
To these he received no answer; and the palatine 
and the oountess became so displeased with such 
neglect and ingratitude, that they Vt^ould not suf 
fer him to be mentioned in their presence; and in- 
deed Thaddeus, from disappointnent and regret, 
had no inclination to do so. 

When the count remeg:ibered these things, he 
found little comfort in recollecting the name of 
that young Englishman at this period and now 
that he was visiting England rather as a poor ex- 
ile, than as a powerful lord, half indignant, but 
more grieved, he almost gave up the wish with 
the hope, of meeting Mr. Somerset. He felt, 
that Somerset had not acted as the man must act, 
to whom he could apply in his distress; and he 
resolved, unfriended as he was, to think no more 
about him. With a bitter sigh, he turned his 
back on the land to which he was going, and 6x- 
cd his eyes on that tract of sea, whk:h divkled 
him from all that had ever given him delight. 

'Father of heaveu,' murmured he, in sap- 
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pressed roic^ 'what have I done to deserve this 
misery ? Why have I been, at 9ne stroke, depriv- 
ed of all that rendered eiistence estimable?- Two 
months ago, I had a mother, a more than father, 
to love and cherish me; I had a country, that 
looked up to them and to myself, with veneration 
and confidence : now, I am bereft of all; I have 
neither father, mother, nor country, but am go- 
ing to a land of strangers !' 

* Such impatient adjurations were never wrung 
from Sobieski, by the anguish- of sudden torture, 
without his ingenuous and pious mind reproach- 
ing itself for repining. , His soul was as soft as a 
woman^s; but it knew, neither etteniinacy, nor 
despair. Whilst his heart bled , his countenance 
retained its serenity. Whilst affliction crushed him 
to the earth, anfl nature paid a few hard wrung 
drops to her expected dissolution, he contemned 
lain tears, and raised his fixed and confiding eye to 
that Power which poured down its tempests on his 
head. Thaddeus felt as a man, but received con- 
solation as a christian. . 

When the ship arrives at tne mouta oi the 
Thames, the eagerness of the passengers increased 
to such an excess, that they would not stand still, 
nor be silen^ a moment; and when the vessel, un- 
der f\ll sail, passed Sheemess, and the dome of 
•St. Paal's appeared before them, their exclama- 
tions were loud and incessant *My home 1 my 
parents ! my wife ! my friends !' were the burthen 
of every tongue. 

Thaddeus found his irritable spirits again dis 
torbed; and rising from his seat, he retired, an 
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ibserved by the people, who were too ha py ts 
attend to any thing foteign to their own transports. 
The cabin was as deserted as himself. Feeling 
that* there is no solitude like that of the heart, 
when it looks arooadj-and sees in the va^i ccof 
coarse of human beings, not one to whom itcaa 
pour forth its sorrows or receive the answering 
sigh of sympathy, he threw himself on one of the 
lockers, and with difficulty restrained the tean 
from gushing out of his eyes. He held his liand 
over them, and condemned himself for a weak- 
ness so unbecoming his charac er. 

He despised himself; but let not others despise 
him. It is difficult for those w'ho are in prosper- 
ity, who lie morning and evening in the lap of in- 
dulgence, to conceive the misery of being thrown 
out into a bleak and merciless v\ orld : it ia impos- 
sible for the happy man, sur < unded by kixory 
and gay companions, to figure (o himsolf there 
flections of a fellow creature, who bus been foster 
ed in the bosom of aflTection aid elegance, cast at 
once from society, bereft of h>n;e, of comfort, o£ 
* every stay, save innocence arid heaven.^ None 
but the wretched can imagine what the wretched 
endure, from actual distress, froii apprehended mis- 
fortune, from outraged feeli.ig-:, an^d ten thoo- 
sand nameless sensibilities to injury, which only the 
unfortunate can conceive, dread, and experience. 

Such were the anticipatig ff^ars of the coanL 
Books and report, had led him to respect the Eng- 
lish : Pembroke Somerset at one time, would have 
taught him to love them ; but the nearer he ad- 
vanced towards the shore, the remembraree thai 
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It was from this cqantry his father came ; (an idea 
of whom never crossed him, that he did not ban- 
ish it with horror ; this thought, mude him doubt 
the humanity of a people, of which his own par- 
ent, and forgetful friend, were so detestable a spe- 
cimen. 

The noise redoubled above nis nead ; and in a 
few minutes afterwards, one of the sailors camo 
tunbling down the stairs. 

' Will it please your honor,' said he, * to get 
up ? That he my chest, and I want my clothes to 
clean myself before I go on shore : mother, [ 
know, he watting for me at BlackwalL' 

Thaddeus rose, and seeing that quiet was not to 
be found any where, ascended on the deck. 

On coming up the hatchway, he saw that the 
ship had cast anchor in the midst of a large city, 
environed by myriads of vessels, from every quar- 
ter of the globe. Sobeiski leaned over the railing, 
and in silence looked down on the other passen- 
gers, who wore bearing off in boats and shaking 
liunds with ttie pecrpje that came to receive them. 

* It is near dark, sir ;' said the captain, * may- 
Imp you would like to go on shore ? There is a 
boat just come round, and the tide won't serve 
much longer ; and as your friends don't seem to 
lie coming for you, you are welcome to a place in 
it with me.' 

The count tnanked him ; and after defraying 
the expehses of the voyage, and giving half a 
guinea amongst the seamen, he desired that hig 
portmanteau might be pot into the wherry. The 
honest fellows, in gratitnde to the boonty of their 

Vol. I.— 10. 
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passenger, struggled who skonld obey bis emrm 
mands ; when, during their contention and pull- 
ing at the baggage, the captain, angry at being 
detained, snatched it from between two of them, 
who in kindness to its master, were almost tug- 
ging it asander, and flinging it into the boat, leap- 
ed in after it, and was followed by ThaddeHS. 

The taciturnity of the sailor, and the deep mel- 
ancholy of his guest, did not break the silence till 
they had reached the Tower stairs. 

* Go, Ben, fetch the gentleman a coach.* 

The count bowed to the captain, who gave the 
order ; and in a few minates, the boy came back 
with the intelligence that there was one in waiting } 
he took up the portmanteau, and Thaddens VoU 
lowed him to. the Tower gate, where the carriage 
stood. Ben threw in the baggage : the count pat 
his foot on the step. 
_' Where must the man drive to ?' 

Thaddeus drew it back again. 

* Yes, sir,' continued the lad, ' where is your 
honor's home ?' 

' In my grave, was the response his aching 
heart made thb question. He hesitated before 
oe spoke. <An hotel,' said he, flinging himself 
on the seat, and throwing some silver into the sai- 
lor's hat. 

' What hotel, sir ? asked the coachman. 

*Any.' 

The man closed the door, mounted his bos and 
drove off. 

It was now near seven o'clock, of a dark D^ 
camber evening. The lamp« were lit ; and k b6* 
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ing Satarday mgnt tiie streets were crowded with 
people; Thaddeas looked at them as he drove 
along ; « Happy creatures !* thought he, * you 
nave ea^ch a home to go to ; you have each ex- 
pecting friends to wefcome you : every one of 
you, know some fefllow being in the world that 
will smile when you enter ; whilst I, unhappy 
man 1 am insulated from every social comfort. 
Wretched, wretched Sobieski I where are now all 
.hy highly prized treasures? thy boasted glory? 
and those beloved friends, who rendered that glo- 
ry most precious to thee? Alas! all are with- 
drawn, vani;>hed like a dream of enchantment, 
from which I have aw&kened to a frightful soli- 
tude.* 

His reflections were broken by the stopping o' 
ihe carriage. The man opened the door. 

*Sir, I have brought you to the Hummums, 
Covent Garden ; it has as good accomodations 
IS any in town. My fare is five shillings.* 

Thaddeus ^ve the demand, and followed htm 
ind his baggage into the coffee-room. At tae 
entrance of a man of his figure, several waiters 
presented themselves, begging to know his com- 
Aiands. 

* I want a chamber. 

He was immediately ushered into a very hand- 
M)miB dining room, where one of them laid down 
Ate portmanteau, and then bowing low, inquired 
whether he had dined. 

The waiter having received his orders, (for the 
ioant saw that it watt necMsory to call for some* 
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thing,) hastened into ^he kitchen to communicate 
them to the cook. 

* Upon my soul, Betty,* cried he, yoa must do 
your best to-nighi, for the chicken is for the finest 
looking fe'low you ever set your eyes on. By 
heaven, I believe him to, be some Russian noble- 
man ; perhaps the great Suworrow himself.' 

* A prince, you mean, Jenkins !' said a'pretty girl 
who entered at that moment ; since I was born, I 
never seed any English lord wal !< np and down a 
room with such an air ; he looks tiket a king ; for 
my part, I should not wonder if he was one of 
the emigrant kings, for they say, there is a power 
of them now wandering about the world.* 

* You talk like a fool, Sally, cried the sapicn' 
waiter, * Don*t you see that his dress is military ? 
Look at his black cap, with its long bag and great 
feather, and the monstrous sabre at his side ; look 
at them, and then if you can, say 1 am mistaken 
in pronouncing that he is sotne commander in the 
Russian army, most likely come over as ambas- 
sador !* 

* But he came in a hackney-coach,* cried a little 
Jirty bov in the corner. * As I was runnhig up 
itairs witlr colonel Leeson's shoes, I seeM tht 
coachman bring in his portmanteau.* 

* Well, Jackanapes, what of that ?* cried Jen 
kins, * is a nobleman always to carry his equi 
page about with him like a snail with its shell on hi 
back? To be sure this Russian lord, or prince, ii 
inly come to stay here, till his own house is fit foi 
oim. 1 will be civil to him.* 

* And io will I, Jenkins ;' rejoined Sally, smi- 
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lng« * for I never see'd sach handsome blue eyes 
m my born days ; and they turned so sweet on 
me, and he spoke so kindly, when he bade me 
ftir the fire, and when he sat down by it, and 
throw'd off his great fur cloak, he showed a «;lit- 
tering staV, and a figure so noble, thai, indeed 
cook, I do verily believe he is, as Jenkins says, an 
enthroned king!*. 

* You and Jenkins be a pair of fools,' cried the 
cook, who, withoat noticing their description, 
had been sulkily basting the fowl ; * I will be 
sworn, he's just such another king, as that pelav- 
ering ro^ue was a French duke, who gojt niy mas- 
ter's watch, and pawned it ! As for you, Sail) , 
jOQ bad better beware of hunting after foreiiin 
men folk ; it's not seemly for a young vfroman, 
and yoa may chance to rue it.' 

The moralizing cook, had now brouglit the 
whole kitchen on her shoulders. The men abused 
her for a surly old maid ; and the women tittereJ, 
whilst they seconded her censure, by cutting sly 
jokes on the blushing face of poor Sally, who 
stood almost crying,- by the side of her champion 
Jenkins. 

Whilst this hubbub was going for^hird below 
stairs, its unconscious subject, was, as Sally had 
described, sitting in a chair close to the fire with 
his feet on the fender, his arms folded, and his 
eyes bent on the flames. He mused ; but his 
ideas followed each other in such quick and con- 
fused sBCcession, that it hardly cc aid be said ho 
thought of any thing. 

The entrance of dinner ronied tum from his 
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reyerie. It wm carried in by at least half a dos* 
eo w^'^ers. The coant had been so accastomed 
to a namerous saite of attendants, that he did not 
observe the parcelling out of his temperate meal ; 
one bringing in the fowl, another the bread, his 
neighbor the solitary plate ; and the rest in like 
order : so solicitous were the male listeners in the 
kitchen, to see this wonderful Russian. 

Thaddeus partook but lightly of the refresh- 
ment. Being already fatigued in body, and diz- 
zy with the motion of the vessel, as soon as the 
cloth was withdrawn, he ordered a night candle, 
and desired to be shown to his chamber. 

Jenkins, whom the sight of the embroidered 
star had confirmed in bis ^decision that the for- 
eigner must be a person of consequence, with in- 
creased agility whipped up the portmanteau, and 
led the way to the sleeping rooms. Here, curi- 
osity put on a new form ; the^ women servants, 
determined to have their wishes gratified as well 
as the men, had arranged themselves on each side 
of the passage through which the count most pass. 
At so strange an appearance, Thaddeus drew 
back ; but supposing it might be a custom of the 
country, he proceeded through this fair bevy, and 
bowed as he walked along, to the low cartsies 
which they continued to makes till be entered his 
apartment, and closed the door. 

The unhappy are ever restless : thoy hope in 
every change of situation, to experience some al- 
teration in their feelings. Thaddeus felt too mis- 
erable awake, not to view with eagerness, the bed 
whereon he tmsted that, for a few bosn al least. 
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ht might lose his coasoiottsness to saffering, with 
iu reti»eu»br«ncc 

When he awoke in tae morning, his head ached, 
and he opened his eyes as anrefreshed as when he 
had lain down; he withdrew the curtain, and saw 
Ooni the strength of the light, that it must be mid- 
day. He got up, and, having dressed himself, 
d«i<*ended to the sitting room, where he found a 
good tire, and the breakfast things already |»laced; 
he rang the bell, and wal xing to the window to 
•bsdfve the appearance of the morning : a heavy 
mow had fallen daring the night; and the sun, 
ascended to its meridian, shone through the thick 
atmosphere, like a ball of 6re; all seemed com- 
fortless without; and turning back to the warm 
hearth that was^blazmg at the ot^er end of the 
room, he was reseating himself, when Jenkiaj 
brought in the tea-urn. 

*I hope, my lord,' said the waiter, *that your 
lordship slept well last night.' 

* Perfectly, I ilmnk you,* replied the count, un 
nimduful thiit the man hnd addressed him accord 
iiig to his rank; *when you come to remove these 
thing-*, bring rtie my bill.' 

Jcikins bowed and withdrew, congratulating 
himself on his dexterity in having saluted the Roi 
sian nobleman according to his title. 

Daring the absence of the waiter, Thaddens 
thought it time to examine the state of his purse : 
he well recollected how \te had paid atDantzic; 
4ind from the fttylo in which he was served here,he 
did uot doubt, but that, to defray what ho had 
contracted, would n«arly exaust his all. He 
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emptied thd contents of his pocket into his hand ; 
a guinea, and nineteen siiillings, were all that he 
possessed; a flush of terror sufiused itself over hid 
face; he had never known the want of money be~ 
fore, and he trembled now, for fear tlie charge 
should exceed his means of payment 

Jenkins entered with ithe bill. On the eocmt's 
examining it, he was pleased to find, that it 
amounted to no more than the only piece of gold 
which his purse contained. He laid it down on 
the tea-board, ,and putting half a crown into tite 
hand of Jenkins who apeared waiting for some- 
thing wrapped his clouk round him, and wus 
walking out of the room. 

*I suppose, my lord,* criod Jenkins pocketing 
the money with a smirk, and bowing with the 
things in his hands; *we arc to have the honor of 
seeing your lordship again, as you leave your port- 
manteau behind you ? 

Thaddeus hesitated a few seconds, then again 
moving towards the door, said, *I will send for it.' 

*By what name my Iprd ?' 

*The count Sobieski.' 

Jenkins immediately set down the tea-board, 
and hurrying after Thaddeas, along the passnge 
and through the coffe-room, darted before hiii», 
and opening the door for him to go out, exclaim- 
ed loud enough for evury body to hear, *de- 
pend upon it, count Sobieski, I will take care of 
your lordship's baggage.' 

'J'hnddeus, rather displeased at his noisy oi^ 
ciousi ess, only bent hi» head and proceeded into 
Jie 8tieet« 
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The air was piercing cold ; and on his looking 
oround, he perceived by the disposition of tlie 
Bquure in which he was, ihat it must be a uiarUet 
piuce. The booths and stands were covered with 
snow; whilst parts of the pavement were rendered 
nearly impassable, by the heaps of black ice which 
tlie market people the precceding day had shoveled 
up out of their way. He now recollected that it 
was Sunday, and consequently, the improbability 
of finding any lodgings on that day. 

lie stood under the piazzas for two or three 
minutes, bewildered on the plan he should adopt; 
to return to the hotel for any purpose but to sleep, 
in the present state of his finances, would be iiir- 
possible : he therefore gave himself up, inclement 
as the season was, to walk about the streets till 
night; when he would go back to the Hummums 
to his bed-chamber; and in the morning quit it 
for a residence more suitable to the reduction uf 
his fortunes. 

'J'he wind blew a keen north-east, with a vio- 
lent shower of sleet and rain; yet such was the ab- 
straction of his mind, that he hardly observed its 
bitterness, but walked on, careless whither his feet 
led him, till he stopped opposite to St. Martin's 
church. 

*Ciod is my only friend,* said he to himself, 
'and in his house I shall surely find shelter ?' 

He turned up the steps, and was entering the 
porch, when he met the, congregation thronging 
out of it. 

«Is the service over?' he enquired of a decent 
looking old woman who wm passing him down 
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Stairs. The woman started at this qaestion asked 
her ia English, by a person whose dress was so 
completely that of a foreigner. He repeated it. 
and she, smiling and curtsying, replied 

*Yes sir, and I am sorry for it. Lord bless 
your handsome face, thoughxyon be a foreign gen> 
tleman, it does ohe's heart good to sse you so de- 
voutly given !' 

Thaddeus blushed at this personal con^plirnent, 
though it came from the lips of a wrinkled old 
woman, and begging permission tojassist her down 
the stairs, he asked when service began again. 

*At three o'clock sir; and may heaven bless the 
mother who bore so pious a son !' 

As the poor woman spoke, she raised her eyes 
with a melancholy resignation. The count touch- 
ed with her words and manner almost unconscious 
to himself continued By her side as she hobbled 
down the street. 

His eyes were xeo on the ground, till as he 
walked forward, somebody pressing against him, 
made him look round ; he saw that his aged com« 
panion had just knocked at the door of a mean 
looking house, and that he and she were surround- 
ed by nearly a dozen boys, who, through curios- 
ity, had followed them from the church porch. 

*Ah ! sweet sir,' cried she, * these folks are 
staring to see so fine a gentleman taking notice of 
age and povert/.' 

Thaddeus felt uneasy at the inquisitive gaze of 
iome of the bystanders; and his companion ob- 
serving it by the fluctuations of fiis countenance, 
ftdded, OS the door was opened by a little girl; 
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*WiU your honor walk in out of the rain, and 
warm yourself by my poor fire V 

He he^jitated a moment; then accepting her in- 
vitation, bent his head to get under the humble 
door-way ; and following through a neatly sand- 
ed passage, entered a small but clean kitchen. A 
little boy, who was sitting on a stool near the fire, 
uttered a scream at the sight of a stranger ; and 
running up to his grandmother, rolled himself 
round in her cloak, crying out; 

*Mammy, mammy, take away that black man !* 
} *Be quiet William, it is a gentleman, and no 
black man. I am so ashamed, sh*; but he is only 
three years old.* 

*I should apologize to you,' returned the count, 
■mrlhig, *for introducing a person so hideous as 
to frighten your family.* 

By the time he had finished speaking, the good 
dame had pacified the screaming child, who still 
stood trembling and looking askance at the tre- 
mendous black gentleman, as he stroked the head 
of his pretty sister. 

*Como here my dear !* said Thaddeus, seating 
himself by the fire and stretching out his hand to 
the child. It instantly buried its head in its grand- 
mother's apron. 

•William ! William !' cried his sister, pulling 
him by the arm, * the^gentleman will not hurt you.* 
The boy again lifted up his head. Thaddeus 
threw back his long sable cloak, and taking oil 
his cap, whose hearse-like plumes he thought might 
have terrified the child, he laid it on the ground, 
and again stretching forth both Lis arms, called 
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to the boy to come to him. Little William now 
looked steadfastly m his face, and then on the cap, 
which he had laid beside liim; and then, whilst 
he grasped hisgaandmother's aprcn with one hand, 
he held out the other, half assured, towards the 
count. Thaddeus immediately took it and preii- 
sed it softly, pulled him gently to him, and pluc' 
ing him on his knee, *My little fellow,' said he, 
kissing him, *yott are not tightened now ?, 

*No,' said the child, *I see you are not the ug- 
ly black man that takes away naughty boys. Tlie 
ugly black man has a black face, and snakes on 
his head; bat these are pretty curls!' added he 
laughing, and putting his little fingers through 
the thick auburn hair which hung in neglected 
masses over the forehead of the count. 

*l am ashamed your honor should sif in a kitch- 
en,' rejoined the old lady; ' but I hav» not a firs 
in any other room.' 

*Yes,' said her grand-daughter, who was about 
twelve years old, 'grandmother has a nice firs* 
fioor up stairs; but because there be no lodgers 
ther be no fire there.' . 

*Be silent', Nantiy Robson,* said the dame, *yotir 
pertness teases the gentleman.' 

*0h, not at all,' crieri Thaddeus, *I ought to 
thank her, for she informs me that you have lodg- 
ings to let; will you allow me to engage them ?' 

'You, sir,' cried Mrs.-Robso'n, thanderstruck, 
*for what purpose ? Surely so noble a gentleman 
would live in such a place as this.' 

'I would, Mrs. Robson, I know not where I 
could live with mnro comfort^ And where comibit 
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is, my good madam, what signifies the costliness 
or plainness of the dwelling.* 

* Well, sir, if you be indeed serious ? but I 
cannot think you so ; you are certainly making a 
joke of me, for my boldness in asking vou into 
my poor house.' 

* Upon my honor, I am not, Mrs. Robson. I 
would glaJly be your lodger, if you will admit 
me ; and to convince you that I am in earnest, 
riiy portmanteau shall this moment be brought 
here. 

* Well sir, resumed she, * I shall be honored in 
having you in my house ; but I have no room for 
any one except yourself, not even for a servant.* 

* I hive no servant.' 

* Then, I will wait on him grandmother,' cri- 
ed the little Nanny, * do let the gentleman have 
them, I am sure he looks honest.' 

The old woman colored at this last observation 
of the child and procced3d. 

* Then, sir, if you should not disdain the rooms 
when you see them, I shall be too happy in hav- 
ing so good a gentleman under my roof. Pardon 
my boldness, sir ; but may { ask ? I think by 
your dress, you are n foreigner.' 

* I am,' replied Thaddeus, the sweetness which 
played over his features contracting into a gloom ; 

* if you have not an objection to take a stranger 
within your doors, from this hour I shall consider 
k as my home ?' 

* As your honor pleases,' said Mrs. Robson, 

* my terms are half-a-guinea a week, and I will 
attend on yon as though yoa were my own son ' 
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for I cannot forget, excellent yoong gentleman ' 
the way in which we first met 

• Then I will leave you for the present,' return- 
ed he, rising, and putting down the little William, 
who had been amusing himself with examining 
the silver points of the star of St. Stanislaus, and 
would hardly now quit his knee : * In the mean 
while,' said he, * my pretty friend,* stooping to the 
child, * let this bit of silver,' was just mounting 
to his tongue, as he had already put his hand into 
his pocket to take out half. a crown \ when he re- 
collected that his necessities would no longer ad- 
mit of such gifts, and drawing his hand back with 
a deep and bitter sigh, he touched the boy's cheek 
with his lips, and added, * let this kiss reniind yoa 
of yoar new friend.' 

This was the firiit instance in the life of Sobies- 
ki, that his generous spirit had ever been restrain- 
ed ; and he felt it with a pang, for the poignancy 
of which he could not account. > 

He had been accustomed to an existence spent 
in acts of munificence. His grandfather's palace 
was the asylum of the unhabpy ; his grandfather's 
parse a treasury for the unfortunate. The soul of 
fhaddeus did not degenerate from his noble rela- 
tive ; his generosity, bej^un in inclination, was 
nurtured by reflection, and strengthened by a dai- 
ly exercise, that rendered it a habit of his nature. 
Want never appeared before him without impart- 
mg such sympathetic emotion to his excellent 
heart, that he rested not till he had administered 
every comfort in the power ot wealth to bestow. 
Hif compatfiea snd bta pirse were the substanoe 
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and shadow of each other. The poor of his coan->' 
trj thronged from every part of the kingdom, to 
receive pity and relief at his hands. With these 
houseless wanderers, he peopled the new village& 
which his grandfather had caused to be erected in 
the midst of lands, which in former times had 
been given np to wild beasts and desolation. 
Thaddens participated in the happiness of these 
grateful tenants ; and many were the old men, 
whose eyes he had seen closed in thankfulness and 
peace. These honest peasants, even in their Ay- 
ing moments, wished to give up that life in his 
arms, which he had rescued from misery. He has 
visiteKJ their cottage, he has smoothed their pillow, 
he has joined in their prayers, and when their last 
sigh canne to his ear, he has raised the weeping 
family from the dust with pious exhortations, and 
his kindest assurances of protection. How of\en 
has the countess clasped her godlike son to her 
breast, when, afier a scene like this, he has return- 
ed home, the tears of the dying man and his chiU 
dren yet wet upon his hand ! how o(\en has she 
drained him to her heart, while floods of rapture 
have poured from her own eyes ! Heir to the first 
fortune in Poland ^ he scarcely -felt the means by 
which be bestowed all these benefits ; and with a 
soul as bounteous as Heaven had been munificent 
to him, wherever he moved he shed smiles and 
£ifts aroued hirn. How frequently has he said to 
die palatine, when his carriage-wheels were chased 
by the thankful multitude ; * O, my father ! how 
caa I ever be sufficiently grateful to God, for the 
bap'Naess which he hath alloted to me, in making 
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me ihe dispenser of so many blessings ! The grat 
itude of these people overpowers and huaibles mo 
in my own eyes : what have I done to be bu emi- 
nently favored of heaven ? I tremble when I unk 
myself the question.* * You may tremble, my dear 
boy/ replied his grandfather, * for indeed the tri- 
al is a severe one : prosperity, like adversity, is aa 
ordeal of our conduct. Two roads are bef<»re the 
rich man ; vanity or virtue : you have chosen the 
latter, and the best : and may Heaven ever hold 
you in it. May Heaven ever keep your heart gen- 
erous and pure ! Go on, my dear ThaildeuH, as 
you have commenced, and you will find that your 
(J renter hath bestowed wealth upon you, not for 
what you have done, but as the means of ev.ocing 
how well you would dispense the gift.' 

This was the fortune of Thaddeus ; and now, 
he who had scattered thousands without counting 
them, drew back his hand with a sensation some- 
thing like horror at his own injustice, when he 
was going to give away one little piece of silver, 
which he might want in a day or two, to defray 
some indispensable debt. 

* Mrs. Robson,* said he, as he replaced his cap 
upon his head, * I shall return before it be dark.* 

* Very well, sir,' and opening the door for him, 
he went out into the lane. 

Ignorant of the town, and thanking Providence 
for having prepared him an asylum, he directed 
his course towards Charing Cross. He looked a- 
bout him, with a deepened sadness ; the wet and 
plashy state of the streets, gave to every object so 
comfortless an appearance, that he oouid scarcely 
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believe tnat he was in that London of which he 
hnd read with so tnnch delight. Where wero 
those magnificent buildings, he expected to sec in 
the emporium of the world ? Where that cleanli- 
ness, and those tokens of greatness and splendor, 
which had been the adniirntiun and boast of tra- 
vellers ? He could no where discover them ; all 
seemed to him, like a dark, gloomy, nieon-look- 
iag city. 

Hardlv heeding whither he went, he approach- 
ed tlie horse-guards ; a view of the Park, as it 
appears through the wide porch, promised him 
less unpleasantness than the dirty pavement, and 
he turned in, taking his way along the Bird-cage 
walk. 

The trees, stripped of their leaves, stood nak- 
ed and dripping with melted snow. The season 
was in unison with trie count's fate. He was tak- 
ing the bitter wind for his repast, and quenching 
hid thirst with the rain that fell on his pale and fe- 
verish lip : he felt the cutting blast enter his 
breast ; and shutting his eye-lids to repel the tears 
which were rising from his heart, ,he walked fas- 
ter, but in spite of himself, the drops mingled 
with the wet that trickled irom his cap down on 
hi« face. One melancholy thought introduced a- 
notber, till his agiuited soul lived over again, in 
memory, every calamity which had reduced him 
from happiness to misery. Two or three heavy 
and convulsed sighs followed these reflections ;^and 
quickening his pace he walked once or twice 
qaite round the Park : the rain had now ceased, 
and hardly observing any body that passed, ho 
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threw hipdseir down upon one of the chairs, and 
sat in a masing posture, with his eyes fUed on the 
opposite ttee. 

■ A sudden sound of voices approaching, roused 
him ; and turning his eyes, he saw that the speak- 
ers were two young men whom he judged by 
their dres^, must belong to the regiment of the 
centinel who was patrolling at the end of the mall. 

*By heavens, Berrington,* cried one, 'it is the 
best shaped boot I ever beheld ! I have a good 
mind to ask hrm whether it be English make ?* 

•And if it be,' replied the other, with a sneer, 
*yoa must ask him who made his legs, that you 
may send yours to be mended.* 

*Who the 'devil can see my legs through that 
boot ?* 

*0h ! if to [hide them, be yoar reason, pi^y 
ask him immediately.' , 

*And so I will, for I think the boot damned 
handsome.' 

At these words he was making up towards So- 
bieski with two or three long strides, when bia 
companion pulled him back. 

♦Surely, Harvvold, you will not act so ndica> 
lously ? He appears to be a foreigner of rank, and 
he may take affront and knock yon down.* 

*Carse him lind his rank too ; he is some pal- 
iry Emigrant, I warrant, and may the devil fly 
away with my legs if I don't ask him who made 
his boots !' 

As he spoke he would have dragged his cono- 
^nion along with him, but Berrington broke 
Vom bis arm, and the fool, who now thought 
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himself dared to it, hustled np close to the chair, 
and bowed fo Thaddeus, who (hardly crediting, 
that he couid be the subject of this dialogue) re- 
turned the salutation with a cold bend of his he<id. 
Harwold looked a little confounded at thia 
haughty demeanor, and whilst his face for onc^ 
in his life blushed at his own insolence, he roared 
Oct as if in defiance of all shame. 

*Pray,5ir, where did you get your boots ?' 

'Where 1 got my sword, sir,' replied Thadde 
ns calmly; and, rising fron^ his seat, he darted 
his eyes disdainfully on the -coxcomb, and walked 
slowly down the mall. Surprised and shocked at 
such behavior in a British officer, as be moved 
away, he distinctly heard Berringei>n laughing aloud, 
and ridiculing the astonishment and set-down aii 
of his Inpudent associate. 

This incident did not so much rufile the tem- 
per oC Thaddeus, as it amazed and perplexed 
him. 

*I^ this a specimen,' thought he, *of a nation, 
which on the continent is Venerated for. courage, 
manliness, and generosity ! Well, I find I have 
much to learn. I must go throngh the ills of life, 
to estimate myself thoroughly; and I must study 
mankind in themselves, and not in their history, to 
have a true knowledge of what they arc' 

This strange rencountrc was of service to him, 

by diverting his mind into another channel, than 

^he intense contemplation of his situation ; and us 

he dusk drew on, he turned his steps towarda thn 

llammami. 
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On entering the coflfeeHroom, he was met bj 
the obsequious Jenkins, who being told by Thad- 
deus that he wanCed his baggage and a carriage 
to be sent for, went for the tilings himself, and- 
sent a boy for n conch. 

A man dressed in black, was standing by the 
chimney, and seemed to be. eyeing Thaddeus, nk 
he walked up and down, with great ntteution. 
Just as he had. taken another turn, and drew ueai 
him, the stranger accosted him rather abruptly. 

*Pray, sir, are there any news stirring abroad? 
you seem, sir, to be' eome from abroad?' 

*None, that I know, 5*.r.' 

*Ble88 me, that's strange. I thought, sir, you 
<iame from abroad, sir; from the continent, from 
Poland^ sir? at least the waiter said so, sir.* 

Thaddeus coloured; *The waitfer, sir?' 

*I mean s\rf continued the gentleman, visibly 
confused at the dilemma into which he had brought 
himself, Uho \yuiter said yon were a count, sh*; 
a Polish count, at least the count Sobieski ! Hence 
I concluded that you are from Poland. If I have 
offended, I beg pardon, sir; but in these times 
we are anxious for eevery intelligenc. 

Thaddeus made no other reply, than by a slight 
inclination of hid head, and w:Uking forward to 
see whether the coach were arrived, he thought, 
whatever travellers had related of the English, 
they were the most impertinent race of people in 
tlie world. 

The stranger would not be contented with what 
he had alreaajr said, bot plucking n^ new com 
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age, parsned the coant to the glass door through 
which he wai looking, and resunried. 

'I believe, sir, I am not wrong; yon are the 
coant Sobicski; and I have the honor to be now 
speaking with the bravest champion of Polish lib- 
trty ! . ^ 

Thaddens again bowed; 'I thank .yon, sir, for 
the compliment •} 00 intended me; but I cannot 
take it to myself; all tne men in Polaud, old and 
yoang, nobles and peasants, were her champions, 
equally sincere, equally brave/ 
Nothing could silence the inquisitive stranger: 
the coach drew up, but he went on. 

*Then I hope, that many of these patriots, be- 
sides jvour lordship, have tnken care to bring 
away their wealth from a land now abandoned to 
destroction ?' 

For a moment Thaddeus forgot hinsefin his 
country, and all her rights, and all her sufferings, 
rose in his countenance. 

•No, sir ! Not one of those men; and least of 
all would I have drawn one vital drop from he 
heart 1 1 left in her bosonj, all that was dear tj 
me, all that 1 possessed; and not until I saA tlie 
chains brought before my eyes, that were lo lay 
her in irons, did I turn my back on cnlamilie?, 
%vhich I could no longer avert or. alleviate.* 

The ardor of his manner, and the elevation <)f 
his voice, had drawn the attention of every per- 
son in the room upon him, when Jenkins entered 
with his baggage. The door being opened, ?(>- 
bieski got into the coach, and gladly hastened 
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from a conversation which awakened all his griefs 

'Ah ! poor enthusiast !* exclaimed his. inquisiiur, 
as the carriage drove otf, *It is a pity that so fine 
a youu£^ man shuuld have made so ill a ase of his 
birth and other advantages T 

'He appears to me,* observed an old clergy- 
man, who sat in an adjoining box-; 'to have made 
the best possible use of liis tilents; and hufi I a 
son, I W()i]!d rather hear hitn utter such a sentiment, 
as tiiat with which he quitted the room, than see 
him master of millions.' 

•Afay' be so,^ cried the questioner with a dis- 
dainfiiiand angry glance, , Different minds incline 
to different objeets l^ His has decided for the toon- 
derful, the wild,' and a pretty end he lias made 
of his choice !* 

'Why to be sure,* observed another hearken- 
er, 'vttung people sUould be brought up with rea- 
sonable ideas of ri^ltt and wrong and prudence: 
nevertheless, I should not like a son of mine to 
run harem scarem through m^' property and his 
own life; yet one cannot help, when 'one hears 
such a brave speech as that from yon foreigner, 
just gone out — I say, one* cannot help thinki^ it 
very fine.' ^ 

•True, trne,'*. cried tfic inquisitor, *yoa are 
right sir; very fine indeed, but too fine to wear; 
it would soon leave us naked, as it has done him; 
ftir it seems, by his own confession, he is penny- 
less; and I know, a twelveirionth ago, he was 
master cf a fortune which, however incnlcutiihfc, 
lie has managed with all his tallents to see the eod 
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*Thcn he is in distress?* exclaimed the clergy 
man, *and yoa know him ?' 

The man -colored at this unexpected inferenco, 
and stammering some words, which no one coul<i 
make out, took up bis hut, and looking at h\H 
watch, said, *I beg pardon, gentlemen; I have 
an appointment,' and hurried oat of the rootn 
without speaking farther, Notwithstanding that the 
good clergyman, whose name was Biackmore, 
hastened di\er him requesting to know where the 
young foreigner lived. 

•Who is that coxcomb ?* cried the disconcert- 
ed doctor, as he returned from his unavailing np- 
plicntion. 

*I don't know, sir,' teplied the waitar; *I 
never saw him in this honse before lust night, when 
he came in late to sleep; and this morning, he 
was in the coifee-room at breakfast, just as that 
foreign gentleman walked through; and Jenkins 
liawling his name out very loud, as soon as he 
was gone, this here gentleman in the powdered 
hair, asked him who that count was. I heard 
Jenkins say some Russian name, and tell him he 
came last night, and likely would com^ back 
again; and so that there gentleman has been loi- 
tering about all day till now, when the foreign 
gentleman coming in, he spoke to him.' 
' *And dont yon know any thing further of this 
•foreigner?* 

*No, sir.' 

*I am sorry ibr it. l^or fellov^ *' sighed the 
jld man, * he has been anfortmiatey and I might 
nave befriended him.* 
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*Yes to bo sarc, doctor/ cried the speaker* who 
now rose to uocouipnny liim out, *it is our du^ 
to > befriend tiic uniurtunate; but charity begins 
At lioiiie, and us airs, for the best, perhaps it is 
lucky we did not hear any more about this yuuug 
fellow. We might iiave involved ourselves in a 
• vast deal of unnecessary trouble, and, you .know, 
the people of Poland have no claims upon u^' 

'Certainly,* replied the doctor, •none in the 
world, more than those which no human creature 
can dispute : llie tla^iris of nature. All mankind 
are born heirs of !$.uf)ering; and, as joint inlieri- 
tors, if we do nc* wipe away each other's tears, 
it will prove but a comfortless portion.! 

*Ah ! doctor,' cried his companion as they 
separated at the end of Charles-street, you have 
alwnvs the best cf th& argument; you iiave logie 
and A ristotlo at your finger ends.' 

•No, my friend; my arguments are purely 
christian. Nature is my logic, and the bible my 
teacher.* 

*Ah, there yon have me again. 'Your parsons 
arc as bad as the lawyers; wlien once you get a 
poor sinner among yon, lie finds it as hard to get 
out ofaho church as out of the chancery. How* 
ever, have it your own way; charity' is yoor 
trade, and I won't be in a hurry to diispute the 
monopoly. Good day. If I stay much longer 
you'll make me believe that black is white.' 

Dr. Blackmorc shook him by Che hand, and 
wishing him a good morning, returned home, pi- 
tying the worldiiness of his friend's mind; and 



by Google 



TRADDBX7f OF WARSAW. 169 

pondering on the interesting stranger, whom ho 
udiirired and comp;)SHionalcd tu absolute piUti ; be- 
cause he believed hiui to be nnfortunate, and out 
of tht reach of his services. 



CHAPTER X. 



The count Sobicski was cordially received by 
hi^ worthy landlady : indeed he never stood in 
^luore need of kindness. A slow fever, which had 
been gradually creeping over him since his quit- 
ting Poland, had settled on his lungs, and excited 
- a cough that kept liim awake all pight, and radu- 
ced him to such weakness in the day, tbnt he nei- 
ther had strength nor spirits to stir abroad. 
, Mrs. Robson was greatly distressed at this sud- 
den and violent illness of her guest. Her own 
son, the father of the orphans whom she protect- 
ed, had died a victim to consumption brought on 
by his excesses. 

"Thaddeus gnve himself up completely to her 
management : he had no money for medical as- 
sistance ; and to please her, he took what little 
medicines she prepare J. At^ording to her advice, 
ne remained for several days closed up in his chani- 
jer, with a large (Ire, his curtains drawn and the 
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shatters shat, to exclude the smallest portion of tisr 
air, which the good woman thought had already 
Btricken him with death. 

But all would not do : her patient become wane 
end worse. Frightened at the symptoms, Mrs. 
Robson begged leave to send for the apothecary, 
v.'ho had attended her deceased son. la thi« in- 
munce only, she found the count obstinate; no ar 
curiients, nor even her tear;;, could move biak 
When she stood weeping, holding his burning 
hand, his answer was constantly of this kind. 

»Do not, my jcxcellent Mrs. Robsoo, gnevo 
yourself on my account; I am not in the danger 
you thiak : I sltall do very well with your assist* 
ancv.' 

*No, no; I see death in yqur eyes. Can I 
feel this hand, and see that hectic cheek, without 
beholding your grave, as it were, opening before 
me?' 

She was not much mistaken; for, during the 
night iifler this debate, Thaddeus grew so deliri- 
ous, that, no longer able to subdue her terrors, sho 
sent for the apothecary to come instantly to hor 
house. 

*0 ! doctor,' cried she as the man ascended 
the stairs, *i have the best young gentleman that 
ever the sun shone on, dying in that room ! He 
would not let me send for you; and now be is 
raving like a mad creature.* 

Mr. Vincent entered the count's hamble apart- 
ment and undrew the curtains of the bed. 
Thaddeus, exhausted by his delirium, hud sank 
back, almost senseless on the pillow. Mrs. Reb> 
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oem, nt this sight, supposing him dead, uttered a 
shriek that wns in a moment echoed by the cries of 
the litlle Wiliam, who stood near his grandmoth- 
er. 

'Hush my good woman,' 9aid the doctor in a 
low voio^, *the gentleman is not dead; leave the 
room till yon hav» recovered yourseff, and I will 
engage that yoa shall see him alive when yoa re- 
tarn.* 

Mrs. Robson, considering all his words as ora- 
cles, quitted the room with her grandison^ ^ 

Mr. Vincent had Iclt, on entering the chamber, 
that the fever of his patient must be angmented 
by thef hot and stifling state of the room; and be-^ 
foro ho attemted to .disturb him from the tempo- 
rary rest which his senses found in insenKibility, he 
opened the window-shutters, damped the raging of 
the fire with ashes and water, and then unclosing 
the mom door wide enough to admit the air from 
the adjoining apartment, undrew all the curtains 
of the bed, and pulling the heavy clothes dpwn 
from the count's bosom, raised his Jiead on his 
arm and poured some drops into his month. In 
a moment he opened his eyes, and uttered a few 
wild and incoherent words; but he did not rave, 
ne only wandr^red, and appeared to know that lie 
did so; for when he had quite recovered his |)ovy- 
ers, he every now and then stopped in the mitlst . 
of some confu^Ped speech, and laying his hand on 
his forehead strove to recollect himself. 

Mrs. Robi>^>n soon after ' entered the room, and 
poured out her thanks to tho apothecary, wbom she 
rogttfded an almost a worker of roiracfea. 
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*I must have him bled, Mrs. Robson,' contin- 
ned he, 'and for thnt purpose shall go hoQie for 
my assistant and lancets ; but in the nieiin while, 
I charge you to let every thing roinain in lh« 
state tliat I have led it. The heat alone would 
have been enough to have given a fever to a iiiaa 
in health.' 

When the apothecary returned, he saw that his 
commands hnd.b'^en strictly obeyed ; 'and finding 
that the change of atmcs;:Sore had wrought some 
alteration in his patient, he took his arm witliost 
any difficulty, ami bled him. At the end of the 
operation Tliaddeut) again fainted. 

*Poor .gentleman !* cried Mr. Vincent, bind- 
ing up the wound before he tried to recover him ; 
('look hore Tom,* poi^^ting to the scars on his,.arm 
and breast ; *seo what terrible cuts have beeo 
made there !* This has not *been playing at sol- 
diers ! Who is your lodger, Mrs. Robson ? 

*A Mr. Constantino, Mr. Vincent. But foi 
heaven's sake, restore him out of that swoon.* 

Mr. Vincent poured more drops into liis nioath ; 
and n njinute aflerwards, ho opened his eyex, di- 
vested of tbeir feverish glare, but looking dull 
and heavy, lie "spoke to Mrs.'Robsou by her 
name ; which gave her such delight, tlint slie 
eanght his hand to her lips, and burst info tears. 
The action was so instantiuieons and violent, thnt 
?t made him fuel the stillness of his arm ; and cast- 
ing his eyes towards the men near his bed, lie 
coaiecfurel v/hat had been his state, and what the 
consequence. 

'Come, Mrs. Robson,* said the apotbectryy 
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<yoa must not disturb the gentleman. How do 
} ou find yourself, sil" ?' 

Thaddeus having regained bis perfect reflec- 
tion, feit unea:fy ; but as the deed could not be re- 
culled, he thanked th^ doctor for the service he 
had received ; and said u tew kind and grateful 
words to his good hostess. 

Mr. Vincenit was glad to see so promising an 
issue to his proceedings, and soon after retired 
with his assistant and Mrs. liobson, to give further 
directions. 

On entering tlie kitchen she threw herself intb a 
chair, and broke into a paroxysm' of lamentations. 

*My good woman, what is all this about ?' in- 
quired the doctor. * la not my patient better ?' 

' Yes,' cried she, drying her eyts ; *but the 
bed in which he lies, the whole scene, puts me so 
in ii'ind of the lust moments of my poor, unfor- 
tunate, misguided son, that thd very sight of it 
goes through my heart like a knife. Q ! had my 
boy been as good as that dear gentleman, had he 
beeh as well prepared to die, I think I would 
scarcely have grieved.! Yet heaven spare Mr. 
ConsUntine. Will he live ?' 

*I hope so, Mrs. Robson ; his fever is invete- 
rate ; but he is* young, and with extreme care we 
may preserve him.' 

*Tlie Lord grant it !' cried she, 'for he is the 
best gentleman that I ever beheld. He has been 
above a weeH with me ; and till this night, in 
which he lost his senses, though hardly able to 
breathe or see, he has read out of books that he 
bronglit wkh bitu ; and good boo)(s too : for it 
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was bat yesterday morning I saw the dear sodI 
sitting by the fire with a book on the table, which 
he had been studying near an hoar ; and as I wa? 
dusting about, I saw him Uy his head down on 
it, and put his hand to his tenriplea. *Alus ! sir,' 
fl.iid f , * you tease your brains with these books of 
learning, when you ought to be taking rest.' 
*i\o, Mrs. Robson,' returfted he, with a sweet smile, 
<in this book I am .seeking rest ; it i$ the best 
soother of human af&ictions.' He closed it, and 
pi4 it on the chimney piece ; and when I looked 
at it afterwards, Lsaw it was the scriptures. Can 
you woQder I should love so excellent a gentle- 
man ?' 

*It is a strange account you have given of yonr 

lodger,* replied Vincent : * I hope he is not a nieth- 

^ oiJist ; for if so, I shall despair of his cure, and 

think his delirium had anothier cause besides fever.' 

^A methodist ! No, sir : ho is a christian ; and 
an good a reasonable sWeet-tempered gentleman as 
sver ca'ne into a house. Alas ! I believe ho is 
more like a papist ; though they say papists 4oQ't 
,read the bible, but worship images.' 

*Why, what reason have you to suppone that ? 
ife's an Englishman, is he not V 

*0 no, he is on emigrant' 

*An emigrant ! O, ho !* cried Viueeut, with a 
discontented and contemptuous raise 'of his eye 
brows and voice ; *what, a poor Frenchman ! 
Good Lord, how this town is overran by th^u 
fellows '' 

*No, dootor,' exclaimed Mrs. Robson, modi 
hart in pride and feeling at this affiruut to her lod- 
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^er, whom she really loved ; 'whatever he be, he 
B not poor^ for he has a power of line things; h6 
has got a watch all over d anionds, and d.umond 
rings and diamond pictures without uamber. So, 
doctor, yoa need not fear that you are attending 
him for charity; no, I would sell my gown first.' 

*Nay, don't be offended, Mrs. Uobson ! I 
ment no offence,' returned he, much mollified 
by this explanation of hers; *but really, when 
we see the bread that should feed our 6hildren, 
and oar own poor, eaten up by a parcel of lazy 
French drones; who have covered our Und, and 
destroyed its produce, like a swarm of filthy lo- 
custs, we should be fools not to rourniur. But 
Mr. Mr* what did you call him, Mrs. Robson ? 
is a different sort of a body.' ' 

*Mr. C9nslantine,' replied she, *and indeed he 
is; and no doubt, when you recover him, he will 
pay you as though he wore in his own country.' 

This hst assertion of hers, banished all reirrain- 
ing saspicion from the apothecary's face: and af- 
ter giving; her what orders he thought requisite, 
he returhed home promising to call in the evening. 

Mrs. Robson went up stairs to the count's chani-^ 
ber, with other feelings towards her infajlable doc- 
tor than those with which she came down. She 
well recoLected the substance of his discourse; and 
sne gathered from it,that however clever he might 
be in bis profession, he was a hard-hearted man, 
who would rather see a fellow-creature perish than 
ad minister relief to liim without a reward. 

Bnt here Mrs. Robson was mistaken. She did 
liim JBstice in esteeming his medical abilities, which 
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wore great . he had made medicine the stady of 
his life; iind, not allowing any irrelevant occq- 
pation to disturb his attention, he became master 
«f that science, while ignorant of every other will,' 
which it had no connection. He was the fniher 
of a family^ and, in the usual acce|)tation of the 
term, a very good sort of a m«n; he preferred 
his country to every .other, because it was liia 
country : he loved his wife and . his children : he 
was kind to the poor, to whom he gave his advice 
gr;»tis, and letters to the dispensary for drugs; 
and when he had any broken victuals to spare, lie 
desired it to be divided amongst them; but be 
seldom caught ills muKl obeying thiA psirt of liia 
commands, without reprimanding her for her ex- 
travagance in giving away what :Might to be eaten 
in the kitchen — *in these times it was a shame to 
waste a crumb; and the careless luizzy would 
come to vvant, (br thinking so lightly of Other peo- 
ple's property.' ^ 

Thus, like many in the ^world, he was a loyal 
citizen from habit, an afTectionnte father from na- 
ture, and a man of charity, because he now nnd 
then felt pity, nnd now and then heard it preach- 
ed from the pulpit. He was exhorted to be pi- 
cus, and pour ^ine and oil into the woands ef 
thestnmger; but it never once struck him, that 
piety extended farther than going to church, mum- 
bling his prayers, nnd forgetting the sermon, 
through most of which he generty slept: nnd 
his commentaries on the go^ Samaritan were 
not more extensive; for the stranger, to him, was 
like the Canaanitd embassy that cheated the host 
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of Israel, his nenrest neighboor. To have beea 
born on the other side of tiie British channel, 
spread an ocean between the poor foreigner, and 
Mr. Vincent's purse, which to this hour the swift- 
est wings of charity could never cross. *He saw 
no reason,' he suid, *for feeding the nntural ene- 
iiiies of otir country. Would any n.an he mad 
enough to take ihc neat from liis children's 
mouths, and throw it to a sw arm of wolves just 
hmded on tlie const?' 'J hese wolves were liis fa- 
vorite metaphors, when he spoke of the unhiippy 
French; or any other pcnnyloss foreigners, who 
came in his way. 

After th's explanation, it would appenr paradox- 
ical, to mention an hjconsistency in the niind of 
Mr. Vincent, tliat would never permit him to dis- 
cover the above Cainish uuirk of vagabondism, 
upon the wealthy stranger of w liatever coui.try. 
Soniehow or other, it was with him as with n.u- 
ny : riches were a splendid and thick robe that 
concealed all blemishes; take it away, and prob- 
ably the poor stripped wretch would be treated 
even worse than his crimes deserves. 

That his new patient possessed some property, 
was sutficient to ensure the respect an'J medical 
skill of Mr. Vmcent; and when he entered his 
own house he told his wife, that he had found, 'a 
very good job at Mrs. Robson's, in the illness of 
a Mr. Constaniine, her lodger.' 

When tiie count Sobieski quitted the Hum- 
mums, the evening on which he brought away 
his baggage, he had been so disconcerted by the 
Gfipertinence of the man who accosted him, that 

Vol. I.— 12. 
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he determined no longer to expose himself to in* 
suit by retaining a title which rendered him ob- 
noxious to the curiosity of the insolent and insen- 
sible; and therefore, when Mrs. Rohson asked 
him how she should address him, as he was 
averse to assume a feigned name, he merely men- 
tioned Mr. Constantine. 

Under that unobtrusive charactar, he hoped in 
time to accomodate his feelings to the change 
of fortune which Providence had allotted to him. 
He must forget his nobility, his pride, and his 
sensibility; he must earn his subsistence. But, by 
what means ? He was ignorant of business; and 
he knew not how to tnrn his accomplishmentR to 
account. Such were his meditations, till illness 
and deliram deprived him of these, and of reason, 
together. 

At the expiration of a week, in which Mr. Vin- 
cent attended his patient very regularly, Sobseski 
was able to remove into the front room, and leave 
(hat gloomy chamber where he had endured so 
much anguish of body and mind. Uneasiness 
about how he should discharge the debts he had 
mcurred, retarded his recovery, and made his 
hours pass away in cheerless meditation on tho 
scanty means ho possessed to repay the good widow 
•and satisfy the avidity of the apothecary; who, 
m proportion as his patient could bear the addi- 
tion» had sent in phials of medicines by dozens. 
Pecuniary obligation was a load to which he had 
been unaccustomed; and, once or twice, the wish 
almost escaped his heart, that he had died. 
Whenever he was left to think, such were al- 
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wav8 bis reflections; bat Mrs. Robson, wbo dis- 
covered that he appeared more feverish, and liad 
worse nights after being much aione during the 
day, contrived, tiiough she was obliged to be in 
her little shop, to leave either Nanny to attend his 
wants, or little VViliiaiii to amuse him. 

The child « bv its uncommon quickness and art 
lesitness of manner, gained upon the count, who 
was ever alive to helplessness and innocence. Chii 
dren and animals always found a friend and pro- 
tector in him. From the *majesfic war-horse with 
his neck clothedin thunder,* to *the poor beetle 
that we tread upon,* every creature of creation, 
met an advocate of mercy in his breast: and, jis 
human nature is prone to Icvewhatithas been kind 
to, Thaddeus never saw either children, dogs, or 
even that poor slandered and abused animal the 
cat, that he did not by some spontaneous aut, show 
it attention. 

The little William now possessed what affection 
he could spare from memory. He hardly ever 
left his side, where he sat on a stool, prattling 
about any thing that came into his head; or seat- 
ed on his knee, followed with his eyes and play- 
ful lingers, the count's hand as he sketched ahorse 
or a soldier for his pretty companion. 

In this way he slowly acquired sufficient strength 
to allow him to quit his dressing-gown and prepare 
for a walk. 

A hard frost had succeeded to the chilling damps 
of November; and looking out of the windmv, 
he longed, with almost sensations of eagerni;ss, 
again to mhaie Che fresh air. After some tender 
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altercations with Mrs. Robson, who feared to trost 
him even down the stairs, he nt length conquered; 
and taking the little Wiiliiun in his hand, folded 
his pelisse round him, tmd promising to venture 
no farther than the king^s Mc;vs, was suffered to 
go out. 

As he had expected, he found the keen breeze, 
net like a charm on his debilitated flame, and with 
braced nerves and cxhilcrated spirits, he walked 
twice up and down the place, whilst his coiii|>iin- 
ion played before him, throwing stones and run- 
ning to pick them up. At this moment, ohk of 
the king's carriages, pursued by a concourse <>f 
people, suddenly drove in nt the Clmrring-cross 
gate. The frightened child screamed and fell. 
Thaddeus, seeing its danger, darted forward, nnd 
seizing the heads of ihe horses, which were within 
a yard of the hoy, stopped them ; mean-while, 
the mob gathering about, one of them lifted up 
William, who continued his cries. 'J'he count 
now let go the reins, and for a few minutes tried 
to pacify his little charge : but Bndii.g that his 
alapn and shrieks were not to be quelled, and that 
his own figure, from his singularity of dress, 
(his bight cap and feathers adding much to his 
heigh,) had drawn on him the whole attention 
of the people, who quitted the carriage and cuN 
lected round him; he took the trembling child in 
his arms, and walking through the Mews, was 
followed by some of the by-standers, ahnost to the 
very door of Mrs. Robson 's shop. 

Seeing the people, and her grandson sobbing on 
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til 3 breast of her guest, the ran out, and hastily 
asked what had happened. Thaddeas simpljr an- 
swered that tho boy had been frightened.^ But 
when they entered the hoase, and he hud thrown 
hiiiiseif exhausted on a seat ; William as he stood 
by his knee told his grandmother, that if Mr. 
Constantine hud not Etopped the horses, he must 
have been run over. The count was now obliged 
to relate the whole story ; which ended with the 
blessings of the poor woman for his goodness, to 
risk hi« own life in such a weak state, for the pres- 
ervation of her darling child. 

'i'haddeus in vain assured her, that the action 
deserved no thanks, as it was spontaneous, and 
merely his duty. 

*We",' cried she, 'It is like yourself, Mr. Con- 
stantine; you think all your good deeds nothing : 
and yet any little odd thing that I can do out of 
pure love to serve you, you cry up to the skies. 
However, we wonH full out ; I say. Heaven bless 
you, and that is enough ! Has your walk re- 
freshed you? But I need not ask ; you have al- 
ready got a color.' 

*YeH,* returned he, rising and faking off his 
cap and cloak, *it has put me in a glow, and 
made me quite another creature.' As he finished 
speaking, he dropped the things from the hand 
that held them, and staggered back a few paces 
»gain>t the wall. 

*Gcod Lord ! what Is the matter?' cried Mrs. 
iiob^t n, alarmed, and looking in his face, which 
was new pale as death, *what h the matter?' 

•Nothing, DoJiing,' returned he, recovering 
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hlriseT, and gathering op the cloak he had let 
♦*all, *don*l mind me, Mrs. Robson; nothing,* 
nnd he was hiaving the kitchen to go up stairs; 
bat she followed him, terrified at his look and 
manner. 

*Pray, Mr. Constnntine !' 

*Nay my dear madam,' said he, leading her 
back again, 4 am not well; I belcive my walk 
has overcomo iiic. Let me he a few minntes aiunes 
till I have recovered myself. It will oblige mc' 

* Well, sir, as you please !' and she curtiscd; 
then laying her withered hand fearfully upon his 
arm, as he was quitting the room, ^forgive me, 
dear sir,* said she, *if my attentions are trouble- 
Home? Indeed, I fear, that sometitnes great love 
appears like great impertinence; I would ulwnys 
be serving you, and therefore I often forgr.t the 
wide dilTerence that there is between your honor'* 
station nnd mine.' 

The count could only press her hand gratefully, 
and with an emotion that made him hurry up 
stairs. When in his room he shut the door, and 
cast a wild inquisitive gaze around the apart* 
ment, then fthrowing himself into a chair, he 
struck his head with his hand, and exclaimed, *It 
iii gone ! what will become of mc ? of this poor 
woman, whose substance I have consumed !' 

It was true, the watch, by the seal of which \\6 
had calculated to defray the charges of his illness, 
and the sum that he was conscious he must owe 
Mrs. Robson, was indeed lost. A villain in the 
crowd, having perceived the sparkling of the chain 
to which it was united, bad takon it onolMerved 
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from his side ; and be knew nothing of his loss, 
till feeling for it to see the hour, he diacovered his 
misfortune. 

The shock went UKe a stroke of Electricity 
;!irough his frame ; bat it was not till the last 
gliuimKring of hope was extingnished, on bis ex- 
amining his room, where he thought he might 
have lefl it, that he felt the full horror of his situ- 
ation. 

Fie sat for some minutes absorbed, and almost 
afraid to think. It was not bis own, but the ne- 
cessities of the poor woman, who had, perhaps, 
incurred debts on herself to afford him comfort.^, 
that bore so bard upon him. At last, rising from 
his seat, he exclaimed, 

* I must determine on eomething. Since this i*) 
gone, I must seek what else I have to part with, 
for I cannot long bear such suspense.* 

He opened the drawer into which he had lock- 
cd the few valuables he had pressed. 

With a trembling hand he tooR them out one 
by one. There were several trinkets which had 
been given to him by his mother ; and a pair of 
inlaid pistols, that bis grandfather had put into Wu 
belt on the morning of the dreadful tenth of Oc- 
tober ; his miniature lay beneath ; the mild eyes 
of the palatine seemed beaming with affection up- 
on his grandson : Thaddeus snatched it up, kissed 
it fervently, and then laid it back into the draw- 
er, whilst he hid his face with his hands. 

When he recovered himself, be replaced the 
pistols, feeling that it would be almost sacrilege 
to part with theoo. Without «llowiiur himself 
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time to think, ho put a gold pencil-case and a 
pair of brilliant sleeve-buttons into his waistcoat 
pocket 

He descended the stairs with a soft step, and 
passing the kif^hen door uni>erceiv«d by bis land- 
lady, crossed through a li le court ; and then anx- 
iously looking from right to left, to find any place 
in which ho might probi'>'y dispose of liie trin- 
kets, he took his way u|> Castle street, and along 
Liecpster- square. 

When he turned up the first street to his right, 
he was impeded by two persons, who stood in the 
path, the one selling, the other buying a hat. 
The thought immediately {struck 'lliaddeus, ot 
asking one of these men (who appeared to be a 
Jew and a vender of clothes) to purchase his pe- 
lisse. By parting with a, thing to whi'^h he an- 
nexed no more value than the warmth it afforded 
him, he should spare himself the pain, for this 
time at least, ^f sacrificing those gifts of his 
mother, which had been bestowed upon him in 
happier days and hallowed by her caresses. 

He did not permit himself to hesitate a mo- 
ment, but desired the Jew to follow him into a 
little court that was nigh. The man obeyed di* 
rectly ; and having no ideas independent of his 
trade, asked the count what he wanted to boy. 

'Nothing : I want to sell this pelisse/ returned 
he, opening it The Jew without any ceremony 
inspected the covering and the for. 

*Aye, I tee it is black, lined with cable ^ wh9 
would buy it of me? Tt is embroidiired, and no* 
body u eurs such things here.' 

Digitized by Google 



THADDEUS OF WARSAW. 186 

•Then I am answered,' replied Thaddeos. 

*Stop, sir,* cried the Jew, persuing him ; 
'what will )ou take for it?' 

•What would you give me?* 

*X<ct me 800. It is very long and wide. At 
the utmost, I cannot offer you more than five guin- 
eas.' 

A few months ago, it had cost the count twclvo 
limes as much ; but glad to get any money, 
however small, he readily closed with the n.aii's 
price; and taking off the cloak, without a sigh, 
he gave it to him, and put the guineas into his 
pocket. 

He had not walked much farther, before ihc 
piercing cold of the evening, and u shower of 
snow, which began to fall, made him feel the 
effects of his loss : however, that did not annoy 
him ; he had been too heavily assailed by the pit- 
iless rigors of misfortune, to regard the pelting 
of the elements. Whilst the wind blew in his 
face, and the sleet, falling on his dress, lodged in 
its embroidered lapels, he went forward, calcula- 
ting whether it were likely that this money, with 
the few shillings he vet possessed, would be suf^- 
cient to discharge wnat he owed. Unused as he 
hud been to all kinds of expenditure that required 
.'ittention, he supposed from what he had already 
"een of a commerce whh the world, that the sutn 
lie had received from the Jew was not above half 
what he wanted ; and with a beating heart he 
walked towards one of those shops which he had 
heard Mn. Kobton describe when she spoke of 
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tbe iETd^skr^iics cf ber urn, vbo bad t xi^ ^ S9~ 

T.-e ca.rc^-e« «€re 'JiL Ace as be bc^erei air.ii 

g^as, a«sortji^ tome |nroettS oa tbe ccsx::<Er. R« 
va^ a gectloE^fi-lJce Ban ; and tbe ccvat's Sc<f^ 
£r£3 tcica^ qa£e a <i:r£res£ tnm Cxs Uciae wx:£ 
wxjtii be Odd zcccts^el £be Jew, «&o was a ji-w 
s^rcjd wretca. Jcok=^ apaa ::% P^f^^ *^^^ 
vrbcss be tnSt^ed, as pbeces c-f mod : tbersr- 
fjKV, few acpbcasaat m ■ ■iiin acwaL^d b» kc«sj£ 
vrsem b^rskjsm^ vka hira : bat l2)e £^i» <f r 
resfKct^b^ peisoo, beiere acotc be wasis fns*^^. 
hJa^sf as a mstn is peTenr, as ere utt» a z 
BszKser af^tea^d to rhz'i^ij^ z2 a£ cr<« c^errar* 
i*ie rese^aacM of S<>t«eiJu, and be dihai^td aif -j^ 
er be ibocjd rcfsra. Mn^ Robcea, aad ber jvk :- 
ai>^ c^^trcaKS, nwe before kza ; asd fcarfi^ r- 
trssLiii* bis pr«ie aar £tr.bcr, be fm^ttd kss rr.^- 
orer La lace, Utpptd sp tbe Ocp, asd CB^cred il« 
.be,*. 

Tbe Bsa bowed verr ctZTj ob b 
aad r c qa e rt ed to be bo co t e d «xb bs 
nxLcdeas feit bu £we pcv ; fai 
bis ova we^karas, be walked ap to ibe oeaicsr. 
axad laibg dowa ibegoW case, said la a tmccu 
wbkk' aotvkbstaadng bis eaoCJoa be nwyiTim 
lobewkboat ifftniiaii of caaiagpa, *Iw«fti» 
pat widi thSiu' 

Tbe Baa, artoaiAed ai ibe d^gaitj of bis ar, 
aad tbe 9oimJtj of hm dras, (Ibr tbe iftv dU 
ast caeape bis cine,) baked at bin ter a BooDCtf. 
bDid3a^ tbecae ■■ bis baad. IW eoaH, bat 
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by the steadiness of his ga/e, rather haughtily re- 
peated what he had said. The tiian hesitated no 
lunger. He had been accustomed to similar re- 
quests from the emigrant French noblesse : but 
there was a luftiness and an air of authority, in 
the countenance and mien of this person that sur- 
prised and awed him ; and with a re.«pect whicii 
even the application could not counteract, he op- 
ened the case, and inquired of Thuddeus, what 
was the price he had athxed to it. 

*l leave that to you,' replied the count ; *you 
see the gold is solid.' 

*Yes, returned the man,' laying it down, *bat 
1 cannot give more than three guineas. It is very 
thin; and though the workmanship be fine, it is 
not the fashion of England, and will be of no 
benefit to me till melted.' 

*You may have it,' said Thaddeus, hardly able 
to articulate, as he again laid the gift of his mother 
out of his hand. 

The man directly paid him down the money, 
and the count, with a bursting heart, darted out 
of the shop. 

Mrs. Robson was shutting up the windows of 
her little parlor, when he hastily passed her, and 
glided up the stairs. Hardly believing her senses, 
she hastened aflcr him, and just got into the room 
as he swallowed a glass of water. 

*Good Lord, sir !' cried she, where has your 
honor been? I thought yon had been all the while 
:n the house, and I would not come near, though 
I was very uneasy : and there has been poor Wil- 
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Him ay'iid ^ hinueEf Uiad, h maK. to« kad door- 

1 i3add««s woj DTt p *eei Ltf cd to iczke Imt xsy 
answer. He bad !ireft b nopes ta hare ^oOoe xr 
as he h=J «u>Iea cat, aactooiered ; ^ hie r«:-j 
deCerj.uicd toC to sfiEale her good nJed. bm Ciie 
histunr of bts x»ss. He «itM<: ooc x^ow ker i« 
kjMw aoT th:n« cf hk en-bajrasiiaBestj:^ f-vto. sm- 
tia.enSs of jssUse, as w*-"i as cf tfast pnce «2-ir^ 
a.i nis scfierui^s aad phJasephj eoaf-d aoc mtu _ r 
SB.<t:ce. 

•I hare been tak-n* a wiZk, Mrs. Rob«OK.* 

•Dear he-.rt ! I vw^ waca \o« rtj i^ gtr ^g 
baei:, aad looked so d-. a.fter jo« bcx-«sht » %Vj~ 
l^ajn, Ijot JOB had orerva^&ed tcerscJ.' 

* No, 1 laacT ujt fean bad a «.Tlle dtseoa posed 
rre. s-ii I hoped njore air n Jf7« do icie soo<d : I 
thed k. and « ios : bat I am gncred itet I ki- ; 
alarmed voa.' 

Trus a-, b'r^wms speech peHectPj aa:-i^(ed ks 
Li^d b3iL:.dr. Th::dde«s, modi &:^«ed h% x. 
boti«lr cxertioa, wbkb ■oiA'r;^ kaS ttaa tke fee^ 
tarbtrd slate of h«s ii.isd, oooaI htxc carried *«& 
th^o-^ m the preseat teebicmesi of bis finaaje, a^er 
be h.' d takes some tea at the earacat ii^ai ii «f 
Mrs. Robaoa, weal direct:^ to bed, ■km. Sirad 
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CHAPTER XI. 



When ihe count awoke in tho morning, he 
foand hhnseif rallier bettor than vvor^c from tho 
exertions of the preceding day. When Nanny 
appeared as usual with his breaixfast, and little 
William (who always sat on his Knee and shared 
his bread and butter,) he desipjd her to b€g that 
her grandmother would send to Mr. Vincetit with 
his coniplimcnts, and tell him that lie vv^is so welf 
at present, as to decline any f.irlher medical aid 
therefore requested to have iiii? bill. 

Mrs. Robson, who could not forget the heh-i"^- 
ior of the apothecary, undtilook to deliver I'l!; 
message herself, happy in tho triumph she should 
experiencc^over the littleness of Mr. Vincent's 
su:!:picions. 

After the lapse of a qtjarter ot an hrur, she re- 
appeared in the count's looni with the apotheca- 
ry's assistant ; who, with many thanks, received 
the sum total of his account, which amounted to 
three guineas fur ten days attendance. 

The man having with-Jrawn, 'J'haddcus told 
Mrs. Robson, that he must next defray the small- 
est part of tlut vast debt, which his heart shouid 
ever owe to her parental care. 

K), bless yoar honor, it goes to my heart to 
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take a farthing of you I but these poor children,* 
cried she, laying a hand on each, and her eyes 
glistening ; *they look up to me as their all here; 
and my quarter-day was doe yesterday, else, dear 
gir, I should have scorried to hcive been like doctor 
Vincent, and have taken your money the moment 
you offered it.' 

*My good madam,* returned Sobieski, giving 
her a chair, * I am sensible of the kindness of your 
nature ; hat it is your just due, and the payment 
of it can never lessen my gratitude for the friend- 
^ip that you have shown to me a stranger.' 

*Then there, sir,' said she, looking almost as 
ashamed as if she were robbing him when she laid 
it on the table, 'there is my bill. I have regu- 
larly set down every thing. Nanny will bring it 
to me.' And the good woman, quite disconcert- 
ed, hurried out of the room. 

Thaddeus looked after her with sensations of 
admirat'on and reverence. 

•Thcro goes,' thought he, * in that lowly and 
feeb'e frame, as generous and noble a spirit ns 
ever animated ihe breast of a princess ! Here, 
Nanny,' said he, glancing his eye over the paper, 
**rin»rs are the two guineas and a half with m . 
thit ks : and tell your grandmother that I am as- 
tonislied at her economy.' 

This affair over, the count found himself reliev- 
ed of a grievous load ; and turning the remain- 
ing money in his hand ; how he might replenish 
III* little stock before it were expended, next occu- 
pied his attention. Notwithstanding the pawn- 
broker's civil treatment, he recoiled at again pre- 
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ceDting himself at hi^ shop. Besides, shoiHd he 
dispose of all that he possessed, it wou'd not be of 
Fufhcient value lo subsist him for a month. He 
must think of some source within himself not like- 
ly to be so soon exhausted. To be reduced a sec- 
ond time to the misery of mind that he had expe- 
rienced yesterday from suspense and wretchedness, 
appeared too dreadful tu be hazarded ; and he 
ran over in his memory the merits of his several 
accomplishments. 

He could not make any use of his musical tal- 
ents, for at public exhibitions of himself his soul 
revolted : and as to his literary acquireinen's, he 
supposed tbat his youth, and bLMiig a foreigner, 
would preclude all hope on that bead. At Icngt'i 
he found that his sole dependance must rest on hi^ 
talents for painting. Of this art he had always 
been remarkably fond : and his taste easily per- 
ceived, when he passed by several of the print 
shops in town, that there were many drawings ex- 
hibited for sale, much beneath those which he had 
executed for mere pastime. 

He decide^ at once ; and sending Nanny to 
purchase pencils and [ndian ink, set to work. 

When he had finished hzilfadozen drawings, 
^nd was considering how he njight find the street 
wherem he had seen the pnnt-sliops, the recollee- 
jon occrured to him of the impression that his 
appearance had made on the pawn-broker. He 
perceived the wide difference between his apparel 
ind the fashion of England ; and, seeing with 
what better security from impertinence he m.*^)it 
4valk about) if be could so far cast off the relics of 
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his former rnnk rs to change his drsss, lie got a|» 
willi an intention to go out and purchase a surtnnt 
coat, and hat, for that purpose : hut catching na 
accidental view of his (igare and the star of St. 
StanislauF, a^ lie pa?3ed the glass to the door, ha 
no U>ngor wondered at flie curiosity with sucli an 
appendaffc, united with poverty, had attracted. 
Rather than again suhject himself to u siiniiar Fli.- 
uution, he punimor.ed his young niersenger ; and 
through her means, furnished himself with nn 
English hat and coat, whilst with his pen-knife, ho 
cut away the omhroidery of the order, from t!ia 
cinth to which it was affixed. 

Thus accoutred, with his hat flapped over his 
tace, ^nd his greatcoat wrf.pped round him, Ii3 
put his drawings in his hosoni, and ahout tight 
o'clock, walked out on his disagreeahle errand. 
After some wearying search, he at last foand 
Great Newport Street, ih.i? place he wanted ; bat 
as he advanced, his hopes died u;vay, and hid 
fears and rpluctance awakened. 

He stopped at the door of the ne.-.rrrt print* 
shop. All that he had experienced nt the pawn- 
broker's, re-assailed him if possible with redouble^l 
violence. — What he had presented there, possessed 
a fixed valae, and was at once to be taken or re- 
fused ; but now he was going to offer things of 
mere tKste, and he might meet not only with a 
Hut denial, but affronting remarks. 

He walked to the threshold of the door, llieti 
lis hastily withdrew ag-iin, and honied two of 
three paces down the street. 

*Weak, ceQtein|i!ible, that I ann !' said be to 
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himself as he agnm torned round « * where is aU 
my reason and leclitade of principle, thut I wonid 
rather endure the misery of depciidance and seif- 
reproach, than face the attempt to seek support 
from the fruits of niy own industry ?' 

He quickened his step, and durted into the shop, 
alooosU fearful of his former irresolution, lie 
threw Itis drawings instantly upon the counter. 

•Sir, you purchase drliwings. I have these to 
sell. Will they suit you ?* 

The man took them up without deigning to 
look at the person who accosted him, and turning 
them over in his hand, 'one, two, three, hum ! 
there is half u dozen of them. What do you ex- 
pest I will give you for them !* < 

*I am not acquainted Avith the price of these 
things.' 

Hearing this, he thought by managing ' well to 
get them for wliat he liked, and throwing them 
over with an air of contempt, resumed. 

'And pray, where may the views be taken ?* 

•Tliey are refx>llections. of scenes in differen* 
pprts of Germany.' 

*Ah,' replied the man, mere drugs ! I wish 
my honest friend, that you could have brought 
tobjects not quite so threadbare, and a little better 
executed; they are but poor things at best !' 

Thaddeus, insulted by the speech, and above 
»11, the manner of the print-seller, was snatching 
ap the drawings to leave the shop without a word, 
when the man observing his' design,' and afraid to 
loie thum, laid his hand on the heap, exclaiming; 

Vol. I.— 13. 
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*L6t me tell you, young man, it does not hz ^ 
come a person in your situation to be so hufly to 
their employers. I will give you a guinea for tbe 
sis, and you may think yourself well paid.' 

Without farther hesitation, whilst the count was 
striving to subdue the cholor tliat was urging him 
to knock him down, he had laid the money on the 
counter, and was slipping the drawings into a 
drawer; when Thaddeus, snatching them out 
again, suddenly rolled them |up, and turning to 
the confounded print-seller, walked out of the 
shop as he said : ^ 

*Not all the wealth you may possess, would 
tempt an honest man to pollute himself by ex- 
chimging a second word with one so contempt- 
ible.* 

Irrjtated and vexed, he returned home too much 
provoked, to think much of the consequence that 
might fbllow a similar disappointment 

The widow, who had become in some measure 
used to ihe fluctuations of the count's looks and 
behavior, ceased altogether to tease him with in 
quiries which she saw he vvas loth to answer. She 
now allowed him to walk in and o>tt without a re 
mark; and silently contemplated his pale and 
melancholly countenance, when after a ramble of 
the greatest part of the day, ho returned^ home ex- 
bansled and dispirited. 

William was always the first to welcome bis 
friend at the threshold, by running to him, takingf^ 
hold of his coat, and asking to go with him u{> 
stairs. The count usually gratified him; and nn- 
doadmg his mad of the gloom that Poarlv o|^* 
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Bcnred it, to devise any little plays which conid 
prodncc pleasure, where he now found that he 
felt so much affection, he brightened many dall 
nionientd with his innocent cnres^es. 

This child wa9 literally his chief comfort; for, 
he S.1W, that in him, he could still raise those emo- 
tions of happiness, which had once aUbrdecl him 
his sweetest joy. William ever greeted hini with 
smiles; and when he entered the kitchen, nprang 
to his bosom, as if that were the. seat of peace, as 
it was of virtue. But alas! fortune seemed 
averse to lend any thing long to the nuhappy 
rhaddeos, which might render his desolate state 
more tolerable. 

Just arisen from the bed of sickness, he rather 
required the hand of some tender nurse to restore 
\\U wasted vigor, than be reduced to sustain the 
nard vigils of poverty and want. His recent disr 
ippointment, and a cold that he caught, increas- 
ed his fever and dKbility; yet he kept firm) to the 
detf^rniination, not to appropriate to his own sub- 
sistence, the sale of the few valuables which he 
had assigned as a deposit fur the charges of his 
rent; and accordingly, during a fortnight, never 
tasted any thing better than bread and water, ac- 
companied by the thought, that if it ended in his 
death, his sufferings would then be pver, and tho 
widow remunerated by what little of his propeity 
anight remain. 

In this state of body arid mind, he received a 
most painful shock, when one evening, returning 
from a walk, in the place of his little favorite, ho 
cuAt. Mn. EottfDo in leor^ at tb« door. She told 
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him that William had been sidiening all the dajr. 
anrl was now so dellrioas. that neither she nor &m 
sbter could hold him quiet. 

Thaddeus went to the side of the child's bed, 
where he lay gasping on the pillow, with his iittip 
face the color of scarlet, and held down by the 
crying Nanny. The count touched his cheek. 

*Poor child,* exclaimed he, *he is in a high fever 
Have you sent for Mr. Vincent ?* 

*0 no, I had not the heart to leave him. 

*Then I will go directly,' returned Thaddens; 
*there is not a moment to be lost. 

The poor woman thanked him. Hastening 
through the stroets with a velocity and eagernesti 
that nearly overset many of tbe foot passengeis, 
he arrived at Lincoln's Inn Fields; and in less 
than fivejiiinutes after he had quitted Mrs. Kob- 
i>on*8 door, he brought back the apothecary. 

On Mr. Vincent's examiuing the pulse and 
countenance of his liitle patient, he declared the 
symptoiiis to be the small po.x, which some caso- 
ality had repelled, but must be brought out, else 
the boy's life might be endangered. 

Mrs. Robson in a paroxysm of distress, now 
recollected that a girl had been brought into her 
shop three days a^o, just recovered from that 
frightful malady. 'Ihaddeus tried to subdue the 
fears of the grandmother; and at last succeeded 
in persuading her to go to bed, whilst he and Nan- 
ny would wsitch by tlie pillow of tlie invalid. 

Towards mornins, the disorder troke oat in 
the child's face, and he recovered hit recotleaion. 
Tho tuomeiit he fixed liis eyes on tbo C9iuU» wfa^ 
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wat leaning over him with fwrcntal solicitDde, he 
stretched out his little arms, uiid begged to he oo 
his breust Thaddeus refused iiiiii geutlv, leurful 
thut by any cluinge of position, he uiiglit cutch 
cold, and so again retard what had now t^o foilu- 
nately appe;ired; but the poor child felt the de- 
nial unkind, and began to weep so violently, that 
Ills anxious friend thought it better to gralily hint, 
tlian hazard the irritation of his fever by agitation 
^nd crying. 

Thaddeus took him out of bed, and rolling him 
in one of the blankets, laid hiiii in his bosom, and 
drawing his dressing-gown round him to shield his 
face from the fire, held him in that situaiicn asleep 
for nearly two hours. 

When Mrs. Uobson came down stairs ut six 
o'clock in the morning, she ki.-ised iliu iiai.d of the 
«ount as he sustained her grandson in his arms, 
and, almost speechless with g atitude to him, r.t:d 
solicitude for the child, waited the arrival of the 
upoihecary. 

On his second visit, he sam a tow words to lur 
of contfort; but whispered to the count, as he 
was feeling William's pulse, tlmt nothing short of 
the strictest care could sa\e the boy, tl.o hifeclion 
he had received liuving been of the most malig- 
nant sort. 

These words of Mr. Vincent, fell like an unre- 
pealable sentence on the heart of Thaddeus. 'ihey 
seemed prophetic. Ca»:.liiig his eyes down on iho 
discolored features of the patient infant, he fanci- 
4!d thut he already beheld its clay-cold fucc*, and 
iu Utile limbs stretched out in dcuiu 1 ho idea 
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was bitterness to him; and, pressing the tioy tp 
his breast, he resolved tluit no attention should h4 
wanting on his part, to preserve him one moment 
from the grave. And he kept his promise. 

Froi/i that liour, till the day on which iho poor 
babe expired in his nnns, he neier l.iid him oat 
of them for ten minutes together : and when ho 
did breathe his last sigh, and raised up his iittlo 
eyes, Thaddeus met their dying glance with a 
pang, which he thought, his soul had long lost the 
power to feel. His heait appeared to stop : and, 
covering the motidnless face of the dead 'child 
with his hand, unable lo speak, he made a sign 
to Nanny to leave the room. 

The girl, who, from respect had been accus- 
tomed lo obey even his slightest nod, went to her 
grandmother who was in the shop serving a cus- 
tomer. 

The ihstnnt that the girl had quitted the room, 
1 he count, with mingled awe and grief, HAcd th« 
little corpse from his knee; and without allowing 
himself to cast another glance on the face of the 
poor little thing, now released from suifering, lie 
put it on the bed, and throwing the sheet over it, 
sunk into a chair, and burst into tears. 

The entrance of Mrs. Robson, in some meas- 
ure restored him; fur the moment she perceived 
her gucst'vvith his handkerchief over his eyes, slie 
fudged wha( had happened, and, with a piercing 
scream, flew forward to the bed, where, palling 
down the covering, she uttered another shriek, and 
mn** have (kilea on tHib floor, hod not Thaddeus 
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nnd little Nidnny, who ran in nt her cnef , caught 
tier in their arms, and bore her to a chair. 

Her feelings were too much agitated to pilow 
her to continue long in a state of insensibility 
and when she recovered, she would have again 
npproached the dead child ; but the count held 
her down* trying by every means in his power to 
«»oth her, so far succeeded as to subdue her ago- 
ries into tears.' 

Whilst she concealed her venerable head in the 
^osom of her grand- daughter, he once more lift- 
4-(] the remains of the little William ; and think- 
if* it best for the tranquility of the unhappy 
IT'-andmolher, to fcike him out of her sight, carri- 
OfJ him up stairs, and laid him on his own bed. 

By the time that he returned to the Kitchen, one 
<'f the female neighbors, having heard an unu- 
sual outcry, and suspecting the cause, held kindly 
f^tepped in to offer her consolation and services. 
Vi'f*. Robson could only reply by gro.nns, which 
\ ere answered by the soDj of poor Nanny, who 
1- y weepins; with her head against the table. 

When the count came down, he thanked the 
|rood woman for her benevolent intcntkins, and 
immediately accepting thorn, took her op stains 
into his apartments. Pointing to the open door 
of the bed room, * There madam,' said he, * you 
will find the remains of my dear little friend. I 
beg that you will direct every thing for his inter- 
ment, as you think would give satisfaction to Mrs. 
Rob<«n. I would spare that excellent woman eve- 
ry pang in my power.* 

.A.11 was done according to his desure ; and Mrs. 
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Watts, the charitable neighbor, both from her 
own tenderness of dispositiun, and a reverence Cot 
•the extrnurdiuiiry young gentleninn \vlio lodged 
with lier friend/ [Serfornied her tusk with kmdnest 
and aciivity. 

*0I sir,' cried Mrs. Rohson, weeping afresh* 
a9 she entered the count's room, *0! sir, how 
shull I ever repay all, your goodness? and Mrs. 
Watts! good soul! she lias acted like a sifter t^ 
me. But indeed, hideed^ I am yet the most inio' 
erable woman iliat lives. I have lost my dear«sl 
child, and must strip his poor sister and myself to 
bury him. That cruel Dr. Vincent, though lie 
might have in)agined my distress, sent his acconipt 
lute last night, saying he wanted to make up a 
large bill, and he wished I would let him have all, 
or a part of ihe payment. Heaven knows i have 
not a farthing in the house ; but I will send poor 
little Nanny out to pawn my silver spoons ; for, 
ains, I have no other means of satisfying the crH 
el man.' 

'Rapacious wretch V cried Thaddeus, rising 
indignantly from his chair, and fqr a moment 
forgetting how incapable he was to afford her re- 
lief, * You shall not be indebted one instiint to hb 
mercy. I will pay him.* 

The wordi had passed his lips : he coi|ld not 
retract ; though conviction immediately followed, 
that he had not the means : and he would not 
have retracted, even should he be necessitated to 
sell all th.'U he possessed. 

Mr.<. Robson was overwhelmed by this gcner« 
Otis promise, which indeed saved her from raio*^ . 
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fffad her little pinte been sold, it coald not bavf 
covered one hiiit'of Mr. Vincent's demand: who. 
to do him ja;$ti('.e, would as soon Imvo s wallowed 
the bitieredt drug in his shop, as to have done any 
tiling intentionally, to cause the distress that lif 
lutd occasioned. But, having been so readily 
paid by 'IMiaddeds for his own illness; qiid observ 
iiig hid great care and aflfection for the deceased 
child, he did not doubt, that rather than allow 
Mrs. Kobson a minute's uneasiness, her lodgei 
would likewise defray that bill. Sofarhecalcu 
lated rij^lit ; but he had not sufficient sagitcity to 
pro^no -ticatc, that in getting his money this way 
lie should directly lose the respec:t of JVlrs. Kobson 
and hi^r friend. 

The child was to be buried to-morrow ; the ex 
penses of which, Thaddeu? foresaw that he must 
disshargc also ; and he had engaged to pay Mr. 
Vincent to-night. He had not a shilling in his 
purse. Over and over, he contemplated the im- 
practicability of answering these debts ; yet ho 
could not for an instant repent of what he had 
undertaken ; he ihougiit hs w.is amply rec;niipe:is 
cd for bearing so heavy a toad, in seehig that ho 
had t'iken it off t le vrorn-down heart of another. 

Since his onaiunnerly treatment at the print-selU 
er^K. he had never sufficiently conquered hi 4 pr.do, 
to attempt an application to another. Whence he 
Jia- m» prospect now, but to collect the money by 
<Rli*>gsonie more things to the pawn-broker — who 
oad bcnavcd at least wi.h civility. 

For this purpose, he too'c his sabred \iU pii'ol.<. 
And- the fitted brilliant buttons which he had 
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bropght back on a similar errand. He lifted them 
out of tiieir deposit with less reluctance thon he- 
fore. ITiey wer^ now going to be nn offering of 
grijtitude und benevolence ; an net which he 
knew his parents, were ihey alive, would warmly 
approv.e ; and he felt that the end sanctified the 
means. 

It was about half ciAer six in the evening, when 
he prepared himself for his task. Whether it be 
^congenial with melancholy to seek theg!oom, or 
whether the count found himself less observed un- 
der the shades of night, -is not evident ; but since 
iiis e.\ile, ho peferred the dusk to any otlrer part 
of the day. 

. Before he went out, he asked Mrs. Robson for 
Mr. Vincent's bill. Almost sinking with obliga- 
tion and shame, she put it into his hand, and he 
lefl the house. When he approached a lig^hted 
lamp, he opened the paper to see the anioont : 
and 6nding it was near two pounds, he hastened 
forward to the pawn-broker's. , 

The man was in the shop alone, Thaddcns 
thought himself fortunate ; and after subduinir a 
few qualms, immediately entered the door. The 
moment he laid hU sword and pistols on the coun- 
ter, and declared his wish, the man, even throdgh 
the disguise of a lar^e coat and a sloached hat, 
recollected him. ThU honest money-lenc'er carri- 
ed sentiments in his breast above his occupation. 
He did not feel for all the people that presented 
themselves before him, because many bore abcnt 
them too Evident tokens of the excsfmes '/■+»ich 
Oi'cnght them to his shop ; but there v9M sorne- 
tiKTi '■% the figure end manner of the ceui't 8» 
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bie«ki, thnt strack him at first sight; nnd hy keep- 
ing its station in his thoughts, hJd excited so. Much 
interest in his tnind, that he felt a sensation of 
pteusuro when he discerned the noble foreigner, in 
ths person before iiiin. 

Mr. Burnet (for so this money -lender was cafl- 
e<l) asked him what he demanded for the arms. 

*I want, perhaps, more than you would give. 
Bat I have something else here,' laying down the 
diamonds : *I want eight guineas.' 

Mr. Burnet looked at them, and then at theii' 
owner, hesitated, and then spoke. 

*1 beg your pardon, sir; 1 hope I shall not of- 
fend you, but these things appear to have a value 
annexed to them, independent of their price-r 
they are inlaid with crests and cypher^ !' 

The blood flushed over the cheeks of the count. 
He had forgotten this circumstance; unable to 
answer, he waited to hear what the man would 
»«y. 

'I repeat, sir, I moan not to offend, but yon 
appear a stranger to these transactions. I only 
wish to suggest, that in case you should ever like 
to repossess these thingb had you not better plodge 
thttin :* 

*How ?* asked Thaddeus, irresolutely, nnd 
uot knowing what to think of the man's manner. 

.^i that instant some other people came into the 
shop; and Mr. Burnet gathering up the diamonds 
:%nd the arms in his hands, said, *if you do not 
object, sir, wo will settlo this business in my had: ' 
parlor ?* . 

The delicacy of this behavior, penetrated the 
Oiiud of ThaddeB»; and without further dea.ar* 
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ring, ho followed him into a room. As Mr. Bor- 
net offered his gaest a chair, tlio count f pontane- 
oualy tooU off his hat, and laid it on the table. 
Bnrnet conTeirip]ati*d the saddened dignity of m^i 
countenance, with "renewed interest and respcsct ; 
and entroiiting iiim to be seated, renewed the con- 
versntion. 

'Isee, sir, that you do not understand the 
meaning of pledging, or pawning, for it is one 
and the same thinv : hut I will exphiin it in two 
wnrd^. If you wi'l leave these things with me, 
I will give yua a paper in ackn'owicdgmcnT, ntid 
lend on them the eight guineas you request ; which, 
when you return to me again, with a stated inter- 
est, you shall have yonr deposit in exchange.' 

Sohieski received this offer with p'easare and 
thanks. He had entertained no idea nf any tiling 
more being meant hv the tra'Je of pawnbroker, 
than a man who liought what others wished to sell. 

•Then, sir,' continued. Furnet, opening an es- 
crutoire, 'I ivill give you the money, and write 
the paper J spoke of.' 

As he put his hand to a drawer, he heard voi- 
ces in an adjoining passage ; and instantly slint- 
ting up the desk, rauglit up tlie things 'on the ta- 
ble, threw them behind a curtain, and hastily tak- 
ing the count by the hand, *My dear sir,* cried 
he. Mo oblige me and step into that closet! you 
will find a chair. A person is coming, whom I 
will dispatch in a few seconds.' 

^JMiaddeus, ratiier surprised at such hurry, did 
as ho was desired ; and the door was closed op 
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hirn, just ns the parlor door opened. Being 
aware, from the conceiiiing of him, thqt the viii- 
tor came on oecret business, he found hid situatioo 
not a little uwakward. — Seated behind a curtained 
window, which the lights in the room made Iranii- 
parent, he could not uvoid seeing, as well as hear- 
ing every thing that passed. 

•My dear Mr. Burnet,* cried an elernnt young 
creature, who mn into the apartiricnt, 'positively 
\v;thout your assisUmce I shall be undone.* 

*Any thing in my power. Madam,* returned 
Mr. liurnct, in a distiint respectful voice; *will 
voar ladyship sit down r' 

•Yes, give me a chair : I am half dead with 
distraction. Mr. Kurnct, I must have another 
hundred upon those jewels.* 

•Indeed, my lady, it is not in my power; you 
have already had twelve hundred, and~ upon my 
hnnor that is a hundred and fifty more than I 
ouglu.' 

'Pogh, who minds the honor of a pawnbro- 
ker V cried the lady, laughing; *you know very 
•jvell you live by cheating.' 

•Well, ma'm,' returned he, with a good- na- 
tared smile, 'as your ladyship pleases,* 

'Then 1 please that you let me have another 
hcndred. Why, man, you know you lent Mrs. 
Hinchinbro!%c two thousand upon a case of dia- 
ononds not a quarter so many as mine* 
I <Iiat con>-ider, ^ Madam, Mrs. Hincliioboke*s 
irere of the best water.* 

'Positively, Mr Burdet,* exclaimed her lady- 
4h:p, purposely miscdling his name, *aot bet- 
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t9r than mine. The king of Sardinia gave then* 
^o Sir Charles when he knighted him. 1' knuvt 
mine are tiie best, nnd I mast have another hun 
dred. Upon my seal, my servants have not had 
a gukiea of their board wages these four ii.ontiis 
and tiiey tell me they ar§ starving ! Comet mako 
haste, Mr. Burnet; you cannot expect me to stay 
here all night.' 

*lndeed, myJndy» I cannot.* 

* Heavens, what a brute of a man yoa are 
There,' cried she, taking .a string of pearls from 
her neck, and throwin<r it on the table; *lei:d 
me some of your trumpery out of your shop, fcj 
I am going immediately '*;oni hence to take np 
the Miss Dundases i«> ihf '.'lay. and so give me t!u- 
hundred on that, and ;el I'lv j:o ' 

*Thia is not worth u hundred.' 

*What a teasing man you are !' cried her la- 
dyship angrily. *VVell, let ine have the money 
now, and I will send you the bracelets that belong 
to the necklace to-morrow.* 

*CJpon these conditions, I will give your lady- 
ship another hundred.' 

*0, do ; you are the veraiat miser I ever met 
with. You are worse than Shylock, or — Good 
Lord ! what isthi^?* exclaimed she, interruptipg 
herself, and taking up the draught he had laid be- 
fore her; * And have you the conscience to tliink,- 
Mr. Pawnbroker, that I will of¥^ this -at year 
banker's ? that I will expose myself ao far ? 'No, 
no; take it back, and give me gold. Coine» di«> 
put9h ! el^ Icwiottgo to tb« play. Look, tbers 

r • ' ' ' " 
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ifl my parse,* added she, showing it, *inake baste 
and fill it.' 

After sutisfying her demands, Mr Bnrnet hand- 
ed her lad \shid out the way she came in, which 
was by a private passage; and having sorted her 
in her carriage, inade his bow* 

Meanwhile, the count Sobicski, wrapped in as- 
tonishment at the profligancy which the scene he 
had witnessed implied, remained in his conceal 
ment, till the pawnbroker returned and opened the 
closet door. 

*Sir,' said he, coloring, *you have, undesign- 
edly on your part, be^n privy to a very delicate 
affair; but my credit, sir,and your honor — * 

'Shall both be sacred,* replied t^e count, anx- 
ious to relieve the poor man from the perplexity 
in which he seemed to think himself involved, and . 
therefore forbearing to express any surprise. But 
Burnet perceived it in his look; and before he pro- 
ceeded to fulfil his engagement with him, stepped- 
half way to the escrntoire, and resumed. 

*Yoa appear amazed, sir, at what you have 
seen. And if I am not mistaken, you are from 
abroad. ' 

'Indeed I am amazed,* replied Sobteski; *and 
I am from a country where the slightest suspicion 
I of a transaction such as ^is, would brand the 
1 wotnan with infapiy.' 

k <And so it ought,* answered Burnet : Hhough 

Iby that sentiment [ speak against my own iiiter- 

lest; for it is by such ladies as lady Viliiers, that 

«a jiiak« our money. Nofw, sir,' continued he* 

drawiogneAT to the table» *perbaps, after what 
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yoa have jast beheld, yon will not hesitate to creo- 
it whnt 1 am gtiing to tell you. I have now in 
my bauds .he juweU of one duchess, threo coun- 
tR:^ses, and woiien of f tshion without naiiiber. 
When they have an ill run at play, they apply to 
ine in their exigencies : first, by bringing their dia* 
monds here, when tbcir husbands suppose them 
at their ba.ikers, or in then* own bouse; iind as 
their occasions reqUire, on this deposit i lend them 
money; for which they make m6 a haad^oine 
present when they are released.' 

'Gracious heaven !* exclaimed Tha'Ideos, 'what 
n degrading system of, deceit nmst bo the whole 
.lives of these women !' 

*lt is very lamentable,' retarned' Burnet, *bot 
so it is. And they continue to mansyge matters 
very cleverly. By giving me their note or word 
of honor,(for if these ladies are not honorable 
%vith me, 1 have their reputations so much in my 
power, that I could destroy, them at once, there- 
fore I hold them in awe; and whatever be their 
characters, I have no fears on that head,) I nllow- 
' them to have the jewels ou^ for the birth-days, and 
receive them again when their exhibition is over. 
As n compensation for these little indulgences, I 
, generally have additions to the present at the end. 

Th:iddeus could hardly believe such a history 
of those women, whom travellers mentioned, as 
not only the most lovely, but the most ambble 
creatures in t!ie wotid . 

*Sare]y, Mr. Biimet,' cried he, *thefe womM 
mast despise each other; and become conteiD|Ai* 
bleeveatooiu'sezi* 
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«0, no,* rejoined iho pawnbroker; 'they sel- 
dom trust each other in these tiHairs. All my Ovir 
customers are not so silly ns thait pretty little lady 
>vlio just now left us. She, and another woman 
of quality, j^ave made each other confidents ia 
this business. And the Lord have mercy upon mc 
when they come together ! They are as ravenous 
of my money fis if I had no other use tluin to su{)- 
ply them. As to their husbands, brothers, and 
fathers, they are usually the last peoble who 
suspect or hear of these matters Their applica- 
tions, when they run out, are made to Jews and 
professed usurers, a race completely out of our 
line.' 

*Bui, ore all English women of quality of thiii 
disgraceful stamp !* 

*No, heaven forbid !* cried Burnet; *if theso 
spendthrift fiiadams were not held in awe by their 
dread of superior characters, we should have no 
dependnnce whatever on their promises. O, no; 
there are ladies about court, whose virtues are a^ 
eminent as their rank: women, whose action < 
nirght all be performed in mid-day, before thi 
world; and tliem, I never see within my doors.' 

•Well Mr. Burnet,' rejoined Thaddeus, smil- 
ing, *I am glad to hear that ' Yet I cannot for- 
get the unexpected view of the so famous Britisli 
ftir, which this night has offered to my eyes. It 
M strange !' 

•It is very bad, indeed, sir,' returned the man, 
giving him tho money, and tliti taper that he had 
oeen preparing; 'but if yoa sl.oukl ba^o occa* 

Vol.. I.— 14. 
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sion to call again apon me, perhaps yoa may bt 
astonished still farther.' 

The count bowed, and thanking him for his 
kindness, wished him a good evening and Itjft the 
shop. 

It was about seven o'clock w-hen Thaddeus ar- 
rived at the apothecary's. Mr. Vincent was Oom 
home. To say the trnth, he had purposely ^one 
out of the way. For though he did not hesiiate 
to commit a shabby action, he had not courage to 
face its consequence; and, to avoid the probable 
remonstrances of Mrs. Robson, he had comiuis- 
lioned his assistant to receive the amount of the 
bill. The count, without making an observatiun, 
having paid the man, was returning ho'neward, 
along Duke's street and the Piazzas of I'rury- 
lane theatre, when the crowd that was pressing 
round the 'doors, constrained him to stop. 

After two or three more ineffectual attempts to 
get through the bustle without throwing himself 
into the midst of the splendid groups, that were 
passing from their carriages to the doors, he re- 
treated a little behind ^xhe mob, at the moment 
when a chariot drew tfp, and a gentleman step- 
ping out with two ladies, darted with them into 
the house. One glance ivas sufficient for the 
count, who recognized his friend Pemhroke Som- 
erset, in high dress, gay, and laughing. The 
heart of Thaddeus sprang to him at thft sight : 
aud forgetting his neglect and his own misfortunes, 
he ejaculated, *S|omerset !' 

Trembling with eagerness and pleasure, hm 
pressed through the croud, and entered the pas* 
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sage, at the inetant the green door shot in upon 
bis friend. 

The disappointment vras dreadful. To be eo 
Rear Somerset and lose liiin, was more than he 
could sustain. His bounding heurt recoiled; and 
the chiU of despair running through his veins, 
turned hhn aUnost faint. Leanir.g against the 
door^ he took his hat off to give himself n little 
air. He had scarcely stood a minute in this situ- 
ation, revolving whether he should follow his 
friend into the house, or wait till he came out 
again, when a gentlen:an begged him to make way 
for u part^ of ladies that were entering, 'i had- 
'eus ii:oved on ouh sidtf; but the opening of the 
green door casting a strong light, both on h'u face 
and the group behind, his eyes and tlu)se of the 
iiiipertinent inquisitor of the Hummums met each 
other. 

f Whether the man were conscious thct he deserv- 
ed chastisement fur his forn.er 'ni»oltnce, and 
dreadi'd to meet it now, cannot be explained; but 
he turned pale and shuffed by 'I haddeus,.a8 if he 
were fearful to trust bin. self u secoi.d lin;e within 
reach of his grasp. For the count, he was loo 
deeply interested in his own pursuit, to waste one 
surmise about him. 

Ho continued to ponder on the sudden and un- 
eipected sight of Pembroke Somerset, which had 
conjur<*d up ten thousand fond and distressing re- 
colleriions; and with impatient anxiety def^rmin- 
ing to watch till the performance was over, he 
Jbought of inquiring his IriGiid's address of the 
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servants; hat rn looking round for that purpose, 
pcrceivcfi thai the chariot bad driven away. 

ThoH foiled, he returned to his iKUft nenr the 
green door; where he soon snw it ooentd «(everal 
tiiiitts hy footmen passing and repassmg. Judging 
that the chamber wiihin might be a Johby, hi 
which he would be less likely to miss his object, 
he entered with the next person thiit ap})m»chcd; 
and seeing seats along ihe sides of the place, h» 
sat down on the one nearest to the stairs. 

His first idea was to proceed irito the phiy- 
house. Eut on reflection, he considered ttie little 
chance of finding any individual in so^ vast <i build* 
ing, as not equiti to the expense he should uicizr. 
Besides, from tlie dress of the gentlemen who en- 
tered the box d4>or, he was sensible that a greut 
coat and round hat were not adihissible. 

Having remained near ail hour, with his eyes 
invtiriabiy fixt^d on tlie stairs; he observed thut 
same curious person who liad passed almost direct- 
ly alter his friend, come down the steps and walk 
out of the door. In two minutes he was return- 
ing again with n smirking ^ countenance, and alert 
steps; when hb> eyes accidenttilly falling on tho 
count, (who sat whh his arms folded and him- 
self almost hidden by his hat and the shaddow cf 
the wall) he appeared to faulter in his walk; nwd 
Ktretching out his neck towards him, the gay grin 
left his features; and excluiniing in an nnputient 
voice, ^confound him !' he hastened oiice' iliore 
'^ ito the house. 

This rencountre with his Htmrmonis arqu^int- 
ance, affected Tbaddeus us slightly as tho fonuer; 
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and even withoat annesing a thooght to his 6garet 
as it flitted by him, he reiiiaiued watching the 
passage till half (Kist eleven. At which hour the 
doors being thrown open, the conrtpuny begun to 
pour forth. 

The count's hopes were again on his lips, and 
in his eyes. With the first party that came down 
the steps, he iinuicdiately rose; and planting him- 
self close to the bottom stair, drew his liat over 
his face, and narrowly exaniined each group as it 
descended. Every fresh set that he heard aj)- 
proaclt, made his breast palpitate. How often 
did his heart rise and fall during the long succes- 
ifton, which continoed nK>ving for near half ai 
hour. 

iSy twelve the honie was completely clea'ed^ 
He saw the middle door locked ; and motioniess 
with disappointment, did not attempt to stir, till 
the man who held the keys told him to go as he 
was about to fasten the other doors. 

'J'his roused Thaddens. And as ho was pre- 
paring tn obey, he asked the man if there were 
any other passage from the boxes. 

'*Ycs,' criod he, v^ther^ is ona that goes into 
Drorjhine.' 

/'J hen, bv that have I lost him !' was the re- 
ply which he made to himself. And retiirnin;; 
iKimewards, he arrived there a few minutes aitai 
twalTe. 
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aiAPTER XII 



Traddeus awoKo m tne morning, ivith his 
heart full of the last night's rencountre. One mo- 
ment, he regreved tliut he had not hecn seen by 
his ffiend; und, in tho next, whijn he surveyed 
his altered Slate, was almost roconcUed to the dis- 
nppointm'.nt : then rr,proaching himself for a 
pride sv unbecoming his principles and dishonor* 
ble to friendship, he asked^ if ho were in Soiiier« 
set's place, ar'l Somerset m his, whether he oould 
eVer pardon that motose deiicaoy, which would 
prevent the knowledge ol his friend's misfortunes 
and arrived in the same kingdom ? 

These reflections soon persuaded his judgment to 
what he was so much inclir»ed, detormining Imn 
to inquire Pembroke's address of every one likely 
to know a man of Sir Robert Somerset's conse- 
quence; and then to venture a letter. 

In the midst of these meditations the door op- 
ened, and Mrs. Robson appeared before him 
drowned in u;s^s. 

*My dear, dear sir !' eriod she, <my William ij 
going;! have just taken my last look of iu sweet 
face. Will yoo go down, and say farewell of the 
poor child }oa loved so dearly ?' 

*No, my good madam,' rctnrned Thaddens, 
his straying thoughts at once gathering roand this 
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sad centre, * I will rather retain yoa here antil the 
melancholy task he entirely accoinpliibed.' 

With a gentle viulence he forced her npon ^ 
seat, and in silence sapporUd her head on his side, 
against which she onconscioosiy leaned and wept 
He listened with a painful melancholy to the re- 
moval of the coffin; and at the closing of the 
street-door, which forever shut the little William 
irom that house in which he had been the source 
of pleasure. A te:ir trickled down the cheek of 
Thaddens, and the groans of the poor grand- 
mother were audible. 

The count, incapable of speaking, squeeze^l her 
hand in his. 

<0, Mr. Constantino !' cried she, *see how my 
supports, one after the other, are taken from me! 
first my son, and now his infant^ To what shall 
I at last be reduced?' 

*Yoa have still, tny good Mrs. Robson, a friend 
in heaven, that vrill supply the place of all that 
yon have lost on eartn ' 

'True, dear sir; I mi a wicked creature to 
speak as I have done; but it is hard to suffer : it 
is hard to lose all we loved in the world !' 

*It is,* returned the count, greatly affected at 
ber grief. *But you are not yet deprived of all; 
yoa have a grandUdanghter.* 

*Ah! poor little thing! what will become of 
ber when I die? I used often to think what a 
prectoos .brother my darling William would have 
proved to m^ sister, when I should bene more,' 

This additbnal distress whif;h her fancy had 
•onjurod ap» ftngmented th* «ffiiotioii of the good 

Digitized by Google 



21€ TRADDEU8 OF WA118A.W. 

M woman. And Thnddeos, loekin<|[ at her with 
his compassionate soul beaming in his eyes, ex- 
claittiedf 

'Mrs. Robson, the same .Almighty B«lng that 
protected me, the last of my famiiy, wth protect 
the orphan oJfTspring of so excellent a %TOn)an as 
Yourself.* 

Mrs. Robson liDed op Iter head for o moment 
She had never before heard him btter a sentence 
of his own history ; and what he had noW let 
drop, added to the tender solemnity of Ins man- 
ner, lor an instant arrested her attention. —He 
wentun, 

*In lite, you see n man, who within the short 
space of tiiroo months, has lost a grandfather that 
loved him as fondly as yon did yoor William; a 
mother whom he taw expire before him, ^andwhosQ 
sacred remains he was forced to leave in the hands 
of her mnrderers! Yes, Mrs. Robfion, I have 
neither parents nor a home. J was a stranger, and 
you took me in ; and heaven will reward yoar 
faiiiiiy in kind. At least, I promise tliat, whilst I 
live, whatever be my fiite, should yon be called 
hence, I will protect your grand-daughter with a 
hroiher*s affection.* 

•May heaven in. its mercy oicfs yoa. cried 
Mrs. Robson, dropping on her knees. Thaddeos 
raised her with gashing eyes; and having replaced 
her in a 86at, left the room for a few mimitet to 
recover himself. • 

In tho evening, Mrs. Watts, according fo the 
count's desire, called with an estimate of the ex 
penses attending tho ebild'a ktenueoL Feos sum^ 
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every thingiaeollectecl, the demand on his benevo* 
Uiice was six pounds. The sum proved rather 
iTiore than he expected, but he |.;iid it without a 
deinor ; teaving liimself only a few shillings. 

He considered' what he had done as the fulHU 
iiient of a duty so indispensable, that it must have 
been accomplished even by the sacriHce of his ut- 
termost farthing. Gratitude and distress held 
claims upon hun which he would never allow his 
nece8.<uies in the smaHest instance to transgress. 
All gifts of mere generosity were beyond his power, 
and consequently in a short time beyond his wisfi; 
but to the cry of want and wretchedness, his hand 
and heart were ever open. Often has he in tiio 
street given away to a sttirving child that pittance 
which was to purchase his own hard meal ; and 
never felt such neglect of himself a privatiim. To 
have turned his eyes and ears from the httle men- 
dicant, would have been the hardest struggle ; and 
the remembrance of such inhumanity would have 
haunted him to his pillow. This heing the natu- 
ral disposition of the count Sobieski, it hud been 
10 fostered and directed by ttie venerable palatine, 
that he now found it more diflirult to bear calam- 
ty when viewing another's poverty, whom ho 
could no| relieve than when penury assailed hini. 
•elfin all ics shapes of desolation. 

Towards night the id^a of Somerset again pre- 
iented it<elf. When ho foil asleep, his dreams re- 
peat^ the scene at the play-house : again he bAvr 
Jim and again he eluded his grasp. 

Hia walking thoughts were not less truo to the 
)bject; and the next morning be went to a co^W 
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hoase in the lane, where he called ibr breakfast, 
and inqoired of the master if he knew any thing 
of Sir Robert Sonierbet The question was !}• 
sooner asked than it was answered to bis satisfac- 
tion. The court Guide was examined, and he 
found his address, *Sir Robert Somerset, JBart. 
Grosvenor Square, — Somerset Castle, L — 
shire, — Deerhurst, C — shire.^ 

Gladdened by the discovefy, Thaddeus hasten- 
ed home ; and unwilling to affect the feelings of 
his ^friend by a sudden appearance, with an over- 
flowing heart wrote the followmg letter. 

To Pembroke Somerset, Esq. Grosv^itor 

Square* 

*Dear Somerset! 

'Will the name at the bottom of this paper sur- 
prise jon? Will it give you pleasure? I cannot 
suffer myself to retain a doubt, although yon have 
by the silence of two years almost convinced me 
that I am forgotten. In truth, Somerset, I had 
resolved never to obtrude myself and. my misfor- 
tunes on your knowledge, until Inst Wednesday 
night, when I saw you going into Drnrylane The- 
atre; the sight of yon quelled all my resentment, 
snd I called after yon but yon did not hear. Par- 
don me, my dear friend, that I speak of resent- 
ment. It i& a hard lesson to learn, that of being 
resigned to the forgetfufness of them we love. 

'Notwithstanding th&t I lost my pocket-book 
tfritb your direction, in a skirmish soon alter your 
de|Mut«re» I hft?9 tmtten to yoa freqaemly at a 
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venture; and jet, though yoa knew in what spot 
in Puland yoa left Thnddeus and hia family, I 
liavc never beard ot yoa since the day of oar sep* 
oration. Yet, yoa mast have some good reason 
for yoar silence: at leasUl wiJ hope so— and let 
me beg that I may either hear from yea or see 
yoa directly on yoar receiving this. 

*Doobtless, pablic report has afforded yon 
some information relative to the de.straction of 
my ever-beloved country! I bear its fate on my- 
self. Yoa wll find me . in a poor lodging at the 
bottom of St. Martin's lane. Yoa will find me 
changed in every thing. The first horrors of 
griel have subsided, and my dearest consolation ri- 
tes in the midst of my iiffliction, out of what was 
its bitterest cause : I thank heaven, that my re- 
vered grandfither and mother were Uxken from n 
consummation of ills, that would Have reduced 
them to a misery which I am content to endure 
atone. 

•Come to me, dear isomcrsfet. To look on 
you, to press you to' my heart, will be a happi* 
iiess, that even in hope makes my heart throb with 
pleasure. 

*I will remain ni bonne all day to-morrow in 
the expectation of seeing yon; meanwhile ad ieu» 
my dear Somerset! Yoa will find at No. 6, St 
Martin's Lane, your very affectionate. 

*ThaDDEUS CoNSTANTIN £ SOBXBSKX. 

•Friday nooru 

*P. S. Inquire for me by the name of Mr. Con 
itantine.' 
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! With the most delightfal emotions Thnddev 
sealed this letter, and gave it to Nanny, with or 
ders to inquire at the post-ofiice wiien he inighi 
expect an answer. The child returned with the 
inrorination that it would reach Grosvcoor square 
in an hour, and therefore he could have the reply 
by three o'clock. 

Three o'clock arrived, but no letter. Thndde- 
00 counted the hours till midnight, wlii:;h brought 
hiui nothing bnt disappointment. The whole of 
the succeeding day wore away in the same uitrotn- 
fortnble manner. Hi* heart bounded nt every 
step that sounded in the parage, and thr>nvi g 
open his room door, he listened to every person 
that spnke, hut none bore any resemblance to t ;e 
voice of Somerset. 

Night ngsiin shot in, and the count, overcomt 
by a train of d(Hiht!<, in which despondence liac 
now the greatest share, threw himself on his bc^ 
uiiahlo to close his eyes. 

Whatever be our nfflrctions, not one hnmai 
creature, who has endured muifortur.e, will lietu 
tnte to aver, that, of all the t(»rtures incident ti. 
mortality, there are none'like the rackhigs of sua 
punse. ' It is the hell which Milton describes witk 
such horrible ncburaey ; in its hot and cold region.* 
the anxious 8t)ul of man iii alternately tossed from 
ardors of hope, to the petrifying rigors ol 
dooi t and dread. Men who have not been suspen* 
d(.>d between confidence and fear, in the fnitli of a 
beloved friend, are ignorant of Hhe nerve tohenct 
agmiiei are horn.* It is, when sunk in sorrow, 
when adversity loads us with divers miseries, and oni 
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wretchedness is complete; it is then we reel,thn> 
though life is brief, there nre few friendships which 
have strength to foHow it to the endj 

Such were the reflections of the count Sobieski, 
when he arose in the morning from his Hieepless 
))illow. 'JMie idea that the letter niigiit hnve been 
delayed, afforded him a faint hope, which he 
cherished uil day, clin<ring to the expectntion of 
seeing his friend oeforc sunset. But isotnerset did 
not nppear; and Thaddeos, obliged to seek an 
excuse for his nbscence in the supfiosition tliut his 
application had miscarried, rattter than hastily 
abandon himself to the belief that he was treated 
wall cruelty and ingratitude, deternined to " write 
once nuN-e, and deliver the letter himself at his 
friend's door. Accordingly with different sensa- 
tions from those which he had addressed him a 
few days before, he wrote these hnes. 

To y&MBROKE Somerset, Esq. 

*U he, who once called Thaddeos Sohieski his 
friend, have received a letter which that exile ad-^ 
dressed to bun on Friday last, this note will meet 
the same neglect. I5ut if this be the first intelli- 
gence that tells Somerset his friend is in town; 
though mbbed of a H that he possessed, he will re- 
ceive him with open arms at his humble abode iw 
St. Martin's L«me. 

'Sunday eventog. No. 5, St Martm's Lane.' 

Thaddeus, having sealed the letter, walked out 
A search cf Sir liobert Someisct's habitatioik 
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After some , inqairies he foand out Grosvenor 
Square; and, notwithsthnding the darkness of 
the night wus directed to the house by the light 
of the lamps and the lusteres that shone throu«;h 
the open windows. He hesitated a lew tninutes 
on the pavement, aVid looked up. An old gentle- 
man was standing with a Ihtie boy at the neaiest 
window Whilst the count's eyes were tlxed on 
these twd figures, he saw Somerset hiitiseif come 
up to the child and lead it away towjirds a group 
of ladies. 

'J'haddeus immediately flew- to the door with a 
tremor over t.:s frame which x^ommunicated hself 
to the knocker, for he knocked with such violence 
that the door was-opened in an instant by half a 
dozen footmen at once. He spoke to one. 

*Is Mr. Pemborke Somerset at home ?' 

* Yes,* replied the man, supposing him to be a 
visitor, and uuiking way for him to pass. 

*I do not want to see him now,* rejoined the 
count, *only give him that letter directly, for it 
U of consequence.* 

'Certainly, sir,' replied the servant, and Thad- 
deus instantly withdrew* 

He now turned homewards, with his mind more 
than commonly depressed. There was a some- 
thing in the whole afiair that pierced him to the 
soul. He had seen the house that contained the 
man he most warmly loved, but he had not been 
od milted whhin, it Ho coufd not forbear recol- 
lecting, that when his gates had opened wido as 
his 1 eart to welcome Pembroke Somerset, hem b3 
Had been implored by his then gratuful dsaa&t to 
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bring the palatine and the countess with their reti* 
Doe to England, vvhnrc his father would be proud 
to entertaiH thein as the preservers of his son. How 
different did he find the reality, to all these profes- 
sions. Instead of seeing the doors open to wei 
come him, he had been allowed to stand like a 
beggar on the threshold; and had heard them 
shut against him, whilst the form of Somerset 
glided above him, even as the shadow of bis bari* 
ed joys. 

These discomfortiog retrospeotions on the past, 
iind painful meditations on the present, continued 
to occupy his mind; till, passing over from Pic- 
cadiJIy to Coventry Street, he perceived a wretch* 
ed looking man, almost bent double, accosting a 
purty of people in broken French, and implor- 
ing their charity. 

The voice, and the aoccnt being Sclavonian. ar- 
rested the ear of Thnddeus. Drawing close tothe- 
man as the party proceeded without taking m^tice 
of his application, he hastily asked, *are you a 
Polander?* 

'Father of mercies!' eried the beggar, catch- 
ing hold of his hand, *am I so blessed! have I at 
last met him!* and bursting into tears, he leaned 
upon the arm of the count, who, hardly able to 
articulate from surprise, exclaimed, *dear, worthy 
Butzou! What a time is this for you and I to 
meet! But come, you must go home with me.* 

'Willingly, my dear lord, returned he,* *for I 
havjB none. I have begged my way from Har- 
wich to this town; and have already spent two dis- 
mal nights in the streets.* 
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*0 tny conntr^r cried the full heart of Th«d 
(leus. 

*Yes,' ronlinaed the poor old soldier, *it re- 
ceived its dttath-vvoand, wiien Kosciuszko uud mj 
honored itmster fell.' 

ThadJeus could make no reply; but, support- 
in*; the exhausted fraiiie of his IVieiid, who was 
hardly ^b!e to walk, he gladly descried his own 
door. 

The widow opened it the monient he knocked, 
nnd, seeing <!Otiie one with hini, was retrcuttiiig, 
when Thaddt;u.'>, who found from the silence of 
Butzou and his incr6asin<r fbehJeness, thitt he was 
near faintin:;, begged her to aliow him to tnku 
his companii)n into her kitchen. She inslnully 
made way; ;nd whilst the count placed him in 
the arm-chair by the fire, the poor man seemed 
lit once bertTi of nensution. 

•He is my friend, my fjithcr's friend!' cried 
Thnddeus, looking at \m pale imjl ha'fgard face, 
with a st'ranjro wildiie-'s in his own features, 'for 
heaven's sake uive tnc somethmj to restore hinil' 

Mrsi. Robson in di-smny^ and fiterally having 
nothiHg better in the house, gave hitn a glass ot 
water. 

Vi hiit will not do,' exclaimed he, still uphold- 
ing the motionless body on his arm; 'Iwve yoa 
no v\in«? nothing? He is dying for want.' 

*None, nir, I have none,' answered she, fright- 
ened at the violence of his manner : *run, Naouy, 
and borrow gome of Mrs. Watts.' 

*Do,' »;id Thaddeus, *and bring me a bottle 
firom the nearest inik ' As he spoke he threw hv 

Digitized by Google 



THADOXTJS OF WARSAW. 22ft 

tb« only half guinea he possessed, and added, *Ryp 
for he may die in n few minutes.' 

The cinid (lew like lightning orcr to the Golden 
Cross; and brought in the wine just ns . Bufzoa 
hiid^opened his eyes, and was gsiznig at Thadile* 
Bs with a languid agony that pt^nctrated his soul. 
Mrs. Robsoa held the water to his lips. He swal- 
lowed a little, and scarcely articulated^ \vliil«t his 
head dropped back on the cliair, *I um, perishing 
for waiit of food.* 

Thaddeus caught the bottle from Nanny, and 
pouring some wine into a glass, made him drink 
nearly all. This draught appeared to revive him. 
He raised hhnself up in his sent, and, though 
still panting and speechless, leaned his swimming 
head upon the bosom of his friend, who knelt by 
his side, whilst .Mrs. Robson was preparing some 
toasted bread and mailed wine. 

After mach exertion between the good Inndia* 
dy and the count, they sfifficiently recovered the 
poor invalid to lead lam ap stairs, tnnd lay him 
ON the t)ed. The natnrul drowsiness attendant on 
debility, aided by the fumes of the wiae, tHrew 
iam into an ioimediate and deep deep. 

Thaddeus seeing him at rest, thought it proper 
Ui go down to Mrs. Robsoo, and by a partial his* 
.ory of his friend, satisfy her about the cause ot 
«he scene that she Irad just beheld. He found the 
food woman surprised and concerned, but ho way 
dixplenscd; and in a few words he gave her a 
fommary explanation of tho precipitimcy with 
which, whhoor her permission* he had introduced 
\ stranger to her nvL 
Vol. I.— 15. 
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The Bobsmnee of what ho anid, related, that 
the person iipstnlrs had served with him 'in the 
army ; thut in the consequence of the riMH «)f liit 
connlry, (which he cuaid no longer conceal was 
Poland,) he had flown in quest of him in England; 
and in his journey had sustained those misfortunes 
whicd had reduced him to the state she had wit- 
ne^ssd. 

*[ met him,' continued he» 'as a beggar id 
the street; and whilst he lives, I shall hold it my 
duty to protect htm. I love him fur his own sake, 
and I honor him for my grandrather's. ^^Besides, 
Mr». Robson/ cried he, with additiomi^ energy, 
^before I hHi my country I made a vow to my 
sovereign, that, wherever I should nneet this brave 
old man, I would serve him to the last hour of bis 
life. Therefi)re we must part no more. Will yon 
give him shelter?' added be^na solidied voice, 
*wiil you -allow me to. retain bim io my apart- 
ments?' 

'Willingly, -sir* but how can I accommodate 
him? lie is already ia your bed, and I. have got 
sio other.' , 

'Leave that to me, best^ kindest of women !' 
»sckiiraed the count ; *)'oar permissi^ has reii- 
Jered me happy.' 

He then wished hec a good i)ight : ai^ return* 
ng up stairs, \yrapped himself m his dressing 
pwn, and passed tht ni^ht by tbo liUle £rm <? 
1m sittiog room. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



Owiwa to comfortable refreshment, and ft 
night of qaiet and undisturbed sleep, goneral 
Btttzop awoke in the morning much recovered 
frmii the weakness which had subdued him the 
preceding day. 

I'huddeus observed this change with pleasure.*— 
Whilst he sat by his bed, ministering to him with 
the care of a son, he dwell with a melancholy de- 
light on his reverend features; and listened to his 
languid voice, with those tender associntions, and 
•ensationi of the heart, which are delitioas, though 
they pierce it with anguish. 

*Tell me, my dear general,* said lie, *for I 
can bear to hear it now; tell me what has befal- 
U.n my unhappy country since I quitted it?* 

•Every calamity,' cried the brnre old man, 
shaking his head, Hhut tyranny could devise.* 

•Well, go on,* returned the count, with a 
smile that too truly painted the pretended compo* 
saro of Ins air ; *we, who have beheld her suffer- 
ing.*, and yet live, need not fear hearing them re- 
lated ! Did you see the king before h^ left War« 
saw t He told me, that he was to be banislied>to 
\|jfrodno some time in the 4:i9t month.' 

♦No,» replied Bujjsou, *our oppressor^ took 
coim.^ that. Whilst yoa, mj k>rd«, wcte racot^ 
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oring of your wnandd in the citadel, I set ofT Air 
Siichoryii to join prince P«»niatow.ski. In n>y \vj:y 
tiiither,! met sutiie soldiers, who infurnied tue 
ihut hid Highnes;^ had been con^pellcd to discharge 
the lroup.4, and \v::s returning to support liin brotTi- 
cr under the indignities, which iho haughtiness of 
Snworrow might premeditate. I then directed my 
i>teps towards Seiidomir, where i iiuped to dud 
Wdvvrzecki witli a few raithful folhvwers; hot here 
too I was disappointed. Two days before my ar- 
rival, that general had, according to orders,*. dis- 
banded the whole party | now found that Po- 
land wiis completely in the hands of her ravage rs. 
and I prepared to return. I w;as shocked and ag- 
onized at every step I retrod. I beheld. the shores 
t^f the Vistula lined on every side with Russian 
trofips. Ten thousand were posted on her banks, 
and eighteen thousand amongst the ruins of Prague 
and Villanow. 

•When I approached the walls lof Warsaw, im» 
ngine, my dear count, how great wvm niy indig- 
nation ! How barbarous, how unmanly, the con- 
duct of our enemies ! Around the city, batteries 
of cannon were erected, that on the least syitiptnin 
of discontent were commanded to level it with the 
ground. 

*Qn the morning of my arrival, I was hnsten- 
iag to the palace to pay my duty to the kmg, when 
a Russian officer intercepted me, and threatened 
that, if [ attempted to pass, my obstinacy would 
be fatal to myself, and hsiziir'Ious to his 'majesty, 
whosa Confinement and sufferings should increase 
in proportioQ to the udhereiits i;^ retained nanutgii 
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the Poles. Hearing this, I was taming away 
overwiieliiicd wiUi grief und anger, just as the 
doors of the nudieance-cimiiiber opened , iiud the 
coMuts Potucki» Kilinski, and several others of 
your grandfather's deare^st friends, were led our 
under a :?trong guard. 1 was stitnding motionless 
with surprise, when Potocki, p^rcuiving me, held 
forth his hand. 1 took it, and wringing it, in the 
bilterness of my heart ottered some words which 
I ciinnot renieuiber; but the Russian bade uie 
beware how 1 again gave way to such injurious 
waniitli. 

4''arewell, my worthy general,' said the count, 
^you see that wu are arrested. We have loved 
Poland too frtithfuily for her cnemii^s; nnd for 
that reiison are to be sent out of the way to-mor- 
row to Petersbur^li. Though we aro prisoners, 
we shall at least have the con:H>tation of sharing 
the same fate with Kosciuszko.* *6ir, I cannot 
admit of this conversation,' cried the oHicer of the 
guard; who commanding the escort to proceed, 
1 lost sight of these iiiusuious patriots probably for 
ever. 

*1 undei'fitood from the few Poles that remain- 
ed in the citadel, that the good Suinislaus was to 
be sent on the same dismal journey to Grodno tlio 
next day. And that you had quilted Poland the 
moment your wounds would allow you to move, 
that you might sit least avoid the signt of iSuwor- 
row's triumpiud entry, which happened on the 
ninth of November last. On the eighth, I be- 
lieve, you left Warsaw for England.' 

*Ves,' replied the count, who with a brcakuig 
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feirenity *aiid I expressed myself with the fftme 
r^enunent; but the magistrate who rehited to ihr 
(hq circanistance, urged in excuse fur himsulf anc^ 
nis brethren, that such a Term was necessary; und^ 
Had they refused, probably their lives would hav 
been forfeited.' 

'Well,' continued Thaddeus, resaming his^seat, 
'Bm where wa^ the king during this transaction?' 

*lii the castle; where ^e soon anderweot a situ 
^ar scene, and r^eived orders to be present next 
dfiy at a public tlianksgiving, when all the inhab 
ItanLs of Warsaw were Ibrced to attend a te deuw 
in gratitude for the destruction of their country 
1 thank heaven I w<is sptired from witnessing ih* 
4t«!.flCroofl biuspheniy; I was then at Sendomir 
The day after 1 heard these horrid accounts, 1 
saw the carriage which conluined the good Stan 
khius, guarded, like a traitor's out of the g:ite<; 
and that very hotn* I left the country. I travelled 
towards Hamburgh, where I took my passage to 
Harwich. From iatigue, one of my old wounds 
broke out afresh, and, continuing ill a week, l 
expanded the little money 1 had brought with me. 
Reduced .to my last shilling, and eager to find 
you, I begged my way from that town to tliis. I 
liad already spent two miserable days and nights 
in the open air with no other sustenance tlian the 
casual charity of piifisengerF, vyhen heaven sent yoii 
to save me frou» perishing in the streets.' 

Bulzou pressed the hand of liiit yo«ng fnend, as 
he concluded. Displeasure still kept its station on 
the count's features, 'i'he good general observc<l 
it with satisfaction, well pleased that indignatioa 
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at the supposed pusillanidiity of his coimtr}'roea 
prevented lliuse bursU of grief, which lie liud ex 
pected from his sensible iiiiture, when he shoald be 
lufurnied that the ruin of Poland was confirmed* 

Towards evening, general Butzou fell aslbep.— 
Thaddeus, leaning back on his chair, fixed hie 
eyes on the lire, and pondered whh auiazetneiit 
and sorrow, on all that Imd passed. Wlieo k WiW 
nearly dark, and he wns yet lost in liis luostms, 
Mrs. Rob:»on gently opened the door witli a cau- 
dle in h(>r hand, and presented a letter. ^Here, 
sir,' said she, 'is a letter a serviuit has jast lelt; 
he told ine there required no answer.' 

'J*haddeus had sprung from his seat at the 8igl|t 
of the paper, and almost catching it from her» 
his furmcr gloomy cogiuitioiiB dispersed before the 
hopes and fond emotions of friendship, which now 
lit up in his bosonL Mrs. K^obs^n had withdrawn, 
lie looked at the superscription, it was the hand* 
writing Of his friend. '1 earing it asunder, i\\;a 
folded papers presented themselves; he opened 
them, and they were his own letters, wliich had 
been /cad and returned to him without a \vord. 
Uis beating heart lelt suddenly chilled. Lettuig 
the (Mipers fall from his hand, he dropped dow» 
en a seat, and closed his -eyes, af if h*i would shul 
Ihont fron. lite world atid its ingmtitude. 

Unable to recover from the astonishment into 
which this event had thrown him, his thonglilf 
whirleil about, in a succession of accu8:ttioo8, sur 
uiises^ and doubts, that seemed fur u few uiinaUs* 
M} drive him 10 riisiractioti 
. 'U as it ranlly the luind of Somerset !* 
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Agnin h9 examined the envelope. It utjs; and 
tho enclosure were bit own letter:*, withoat uno 
w'ord of iipology for. Aucii ingratitude. 

•Could he make one? No,' replied Thaddeus 
to himself. 'Unhappy that I am, to < have been 
imiuced to apply twice to so despicable n man ! 
Oh, Somerset,' crind he. looking at tho papcni as 
they lay before him, *was it ncccsstiry that insult 
n.ast lie Added to unfaithfulness, and iugnititude, 
to throw me offentirely ? Good heaven ! did h^ 
think, because I wrote twibe, that I would perse 
cute him with applications ? Well 1 havu be^^n 
to'd that this is mankind; but, that I should find it 
in him !* 

In thia way, agitated and muttering^ and walk- 
ing; up and down t'le room, he Kpent another 
Wakeful and cheerless night. 

Next morning, \then the count went down stairs 
to beg MfA. Hobsun to attend his friend till 4tis 
return, slie ii*enlioned what uneasiness he had oc- 
ctisioncd her the preceding night, as s)ie had liear<{ 
liim most of the time moving' above her head. 
He was u'^counting to her for his restlessness, by 
compiuining of a head-acher that would luit allow 
liini lo sleep, wheh she interrupted him4)y saying, 
•O no, sir, 1 am sure it is tlie hard boards yuu 
lie on to accommodate the poor old gentleu.an. 
1 am certain yon will make yourself ill.' 

Thaddeus thanked her fir her soicitode; but, 
declaring that nothing of tlie kind was any hard- 
ship to liiiii, he left hvr; and, with his drawings 
in liis pock ut. once more toOA the ;>ath to Great 
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Indignation ag^imsC his ^6ck1e frtend, and anxi- 
ety for the tninqaHity of generai Botzon, whoft 
age, infirriiities, and sufferings, threatened a 
speedy teniiinatidn of hiji lifii. determined the 
count to wicriHce aU fulise delicacy und wea^ne^s, 
and to hazard another attempt nt ncquirii^ the 
means of affording tho«e comfortu to the tick vet- 
eran which his state demanded-*^Hapnen how it 
wfHihl, he resolved tliat Bntzoa shoald never 
know the complete wreck of hi.s • property. He 
shuddered »t luadii;g him with the additional dis- 
tress n( feeling that he was a burthen on his pro 
tector. 

'Jlinddcus passed the door of the print-seller 
who had l^chaved so iUto him on his first apptk;a- 
tion; and, walking to the farthered tshtyp oii that 
side, entered it, imd laying his drawings on the 
fM)unter, requei^ted the master to Took at th^m. 
The tfuin opened, the packet; and the o«)ant, 
dreading a second repulfie, or eveii more than stm- 
ilar insolence, haMily .added : 

*'!'hey are scenes in Ciermany. If yoa like to 
have them, their price is a guinea.* 

*Areyou the painter ?' asked he man, 

*Yes sir. Do they please you ?' 

*Ye8,* answered the ma'ti, examining them 
nearer, *therc is a hrcnth and freedom in the style 
which is novel, und liiny take.' I will give yoa 
your deint^nd. 

Thadd«-us rejoiced that he had succeeded where 
he really felt no hope; and vtrith a bow was leav- 
ing the shop, when the man called after hiniy 
'Sir! sir!' 
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Thflddcos retoraed, prepared to hear some im- 
pertinent reninrk. 

It.U a strnnge thing, bat ^ is true; that thn^o 
'■vho have been thrust by inrsfortune to a state be- 
neath their birth and expectations, feel a<;,ir thejr 
were the object of universal hostility.. They sec 
contempt in every eye, thny 8np|)0se insult in eve- 
ry word; the slightest neglect is sufficient to set 
the sensitive pride of the onforlunnte in a blaze: 
and, alas! how little is this sensibility respected 
by the rich and gay in their dealings with the un- 
biippy! To what |in addition of misery arc the 
wretched exposed; meeting not only those con- 
tumelies which the prosperous are not baclivvard to 
bestow, but those tuncied ills, that, however un- 
founded, keep tite mind in a constant lever with 
itself and w^irfare wich the surrounding world ! 
. Repeated insults hud taught the count SobiesUi 
to feel much of this anticipating, irritability;, and 
it was with a very haughty^ step that he turned 
back to hear what the print-seller hhd to say. 

*I only want to ask, whether you follow this 
«rt as. a profession?* 

•Yes.' 

•Then, T will be glad if you can furnisb me 
with six such drawings every week.' 

•Certainly,' rep ied 'jMiaddeus, pleased with the 
probabiKty of securing something towards the 
support of his friend. 

^Theii bring me another half dozen next Mon* 
lay.' 

Thaddcus promised , and with a more satisfied 
ciiid took his way homewards. 
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Willi is there in Ertglnnd that does not rentenv 
bcflhu dreadful whiter of 1794, when the wholo 
^country hiy buried in a ihick ice 1 hat seemed eter- 
nal? Over that ico, and through those snow^, the 
veiferablc general Dulzoa lutd be^'ged his way 
fruiii Harwich Ic LoiJdon; resting at night un- 
der the shelter of some shed or out-house. 'I lie 
eHept of this, was a painful rht^utiKitisin that fixed 
itself HI his limbs, and now rendered them nearly 
useless. ^ 

Two or three wf^ls passed over thd heads of 
the' general and his yunng protector; 'J haddecs, 
cheering the old man >vhh his sihiles; and he, in 
return, imparling 'ihe only plea^^ure to him tlm^ 
his li.elunchuly heart could icceivc; the #:onvic- 
tioii that liiii attentions ancl afiection were produc- 
tive of coHifort. 

. In the exercise of these duties, the count not 
only felt his heajth .gradually recover itt( lone, but 
his mind become more tranquil, and less proi:e to 
those sudden floods of r.egret and feeling which 
had been rapidly $:ip|)ing his life. . 

J{y a strict economy on Ins own part, he mana- 
ged to pay the vv.dow and support his friend, out 
of the weekly prqfiis of his drawing.*, which were- 
now and then augmented, by a (iommiiivion to co 
one or two more than the ;:ti|>ulat,cd nun.ber. 

'J bus, conversing with Butzouv rea4ing to him 
when awake, or pursuing his drawing when he 
sli'pt, 'I'liaddeus spent the time until the begin- 
ning of March. 

One fine star-light evenia«r in that month, just 
before tbo Irost broke uo« uAer Quiutiu iM d v 
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he put on bis hat, nnd desirinj^ little Nanny to 
tiike care of the general, he left iii« woi1\ at the 
print-teller's, and then proceeded through Picca- 
dilly i intend ijig to go as fur as Hyde Park cor- 
ner, and return. . 

Much pleased with tho beauty of tlie night, he 
walked ou, not remarking that lie had passeu the 
turn-pike, till he heard n scream. 'Hie sound 
seemed to come from near the Park- wall. He 
itnniedisitely hurried along, and came np tvitli a 
woman who was struggling with a man that \Yas 
•wearing <nnd behav-iiig in a very brutish manner. 

Without a moment's hesiuition, 'I'hnddeus with 
on<s blow of his arm sent the fellow reeling against 
the wail. Bat whilst he supported the outiaged 
person who wa# fHinting, the man recovered him- 
self, and flying at her champion,^ aimed a stroke 
at UU he«'id witn nn immense bludgeon, which the 
rouJiC cutehing hold of as it descended, wrenched 
out of his hand. The Imrrid oaths of the ruffian, 
and the hysterical shrieks of tho woman, soon 'col- 
lected a mob ; when the villain, fearing worse 
us:ige, made ofl^, and left I'haddeus to restore the 
tersified woman at his leisure. 

As soon as she was able to sp)eak, she Uianked 
her deliverer in a voice and kinguage that assured 
him it was ho cominon person he had befriended. 
Though, in tlie circumstance of her distress, all 
would liave been the siime to him; a helpless fe- 
male was insulted, and whatever were her rank, 
he felt that she bad an equal claim on liis protec- 
tion. 

The mob diiptrsed; and tbe,«^**i». 'r.^it)g tho 
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lady e:ip.il)1e of^vvalking, begged permissioii to aef 
her Mfe home. 

*I thank you, sir,* repUed the; *and J accep 
your offer with gratitade. Besides, after yooi 
generous ititeHVreiioe, it is requisite thnt I slionid 
aQCOunt to you, how a wotiuin of rny nppcnrnnce, 
cuiie out at tidi hour ivithout attendance. I hhvf 
no other excu^to to advance for such imprudence, 
lh:m the deHaration that I have 'often don&>so 
with impuiHty. I have a fiiend, whose hnsbniul 
being in the guards, lives near the barracks. Wf 
oden driok tea with each other, anil soineti iie' 
my servants come for me; and sometimes wher 
I am wearied and indi.<posed,J come awoy cnrli 
enr^ and alone, "lliis happened to rtight; .Tnd 1 
have t(» tliank your g-ailantry, sir, for my rescof 
frntii the first outrage of the kmd that CVer assail 
cd 11.0.* 

By the time that a few more romplrmentarj 
words oo her side,iind a modest reply from Thad 
dens, had passed, they stopped l>efore n hoo^e in 
Gro«venor Placei The lady knocked at the door, 
and as soon as it Wifs opened, tlie count'' was ta 
king his leave, but she laid lior hand On bis arm 
and exclaithed, 

^No, sir; I must not lose the probabSliCy ol 
convincing yon that yqu hav6 not succored a per- 
son unworthy of ybur kindness. I iatreat you to 
walk in!' 

Thaddcus wa^ too mitcb pleased with her man- 
lier, not to ^(icept this hiTitution. Ho fonow^d 
lier op stairs into a drawing room, where a y«) 
ndy was seated at work. 

Digitized by Google 



THADDEUS OF WARSAW* J39 

• Mkw Egerton,* cried the lady, as she entered 
and intrniluced the count, *her*e is a gentleman 
who hjirt this nioiiienl saved rne from l\ui hijndj* of 
a ruffian. You must nssisl me to expfssisiiy grat- 
hade.' 

*l would with ^11 niy heart,' rcturnoil she; 
*but your liidyiihi|) confers benefits so well, thai 
ycni cannot be at a loss how to receive them.* 

'JMiaddens took a chair that a servant set for 
him, atH! with mingbid ph^asuro and admiralioa 
tanied his eyes on lJ»e lovely woHian, whom h« 
had rescued; She threw off her cloak and veil, 
and displayed a divinity of figure, and pensiveness 
of coontenance, full of such expression and inter- 
e?t, that he felt an irresistible wish to secure her 
iic()iiai;itance. 

lior ladyship bagged hkn to lay aside his great 
coat, a^ shti n>ust nisist upon his supping with her 
Th*^© Wtjs a commanding sofinftsis in her manner, 
and a gentle, yet unappealable decision in !ier 
Toicr, thiit he could not withstand; and he pre- 
pfired to obey, although he was aware that tha 
fashion and richness of the military dress conceal- 
ed under his coat, would give her ideas which his 
situation could not answer. 

The hidy did not notice that he hesitated, b\it 
ringing the bell, desired the servant to taike iha 
i;entleman's hat and coat. Thaddcus saw imme- 
diately ;n the looks of both ladies what he had 
feared.. ' '' 

*I perceive,* said the elder^ as she took her aent, 
<tliat ipy deliverer js in the, army; yet I do nol 
nooikU having aecn tbat^iaiform be&re.* 
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I am. not nn Englishman,* returned be, 

*Nut un Eng isiiiiiiin!* exclaimed Miu Egor- 
ton, Mild spetik the lunguuge so accorately! loo 
cuunut be Frtincl)^' 

*No, iiiiiduin; Ihad the honor of serving on- 
der the king ot* Ftihind.' 

•Then this was a very gallant court I sap|M)se,' 
rejoined Misd Egerton with u smile; ^fur 1 am 
sorry V> sny, that there are few about St. James *8» 
that would itavu ventured to have duno whu yon 
did by Lady '! ineinoufli.* 

The count returned the young Jad}''s i^mUe. 

'I have sj!en tuu liitle, m.'idam, of Englishmen 
of rauik, to show any gallantry in deCending th'n 
part of my sex against so fair an accusef.* Indee i 
lie recollected the officer:* in the park, and the per« 
fidy of Somerset, and thought tliat he 'had no rea« 
eon to give them more of his respect, than tlieir 
country women cunsidered fit to bestow-. ' 

*Come, Come, Maria, 'cried Lady Tine- 
mouth; 'though no woman has less cause to 
speak well of mankind than I have, I will not 
permit my countrymen to be run down in toto, I 
dare say this geuileman will agree with me, that 
it neither shows a candid nor a piitriot spirit?' 

'I dare say he will not agree with you, Lailj 
Tinemouth. No gentleman yet, who hud his 
wits about him, ever agreed with an elder ladr 
i gainst a younger. Now, Mr. Gentleman! for it 
! eems timt is the name by which we are to addresi 
|>ou; what do you say?* 

Tbuddeus ulmost hiaghed at the 8inga!ar vray 
•lio bad chosen to ask his name; and allowing 
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•ome of the gloom which generally , obscured hi& 
line eyes, to disperse, he answered her witlia 
sniiie, 

*My name b Constantine.' 

*WelI, you h.ive replied to iily last question 
first; but 1 will not let you off about my bearish 
coantryiiien. ' Don't you think, Mr. Constimtiue, 
that I luay call them so, without any breach of 
good manners to them, or duty to my country ? 
For you see lier ladyship liangs much upon patriot- 
win.' 

Lady Tinernpnth*shook hef head. 

*0 Maria, Maria, you are a stninge mad-cap.' 

•I don't care for that; I will have Mr, Con- 
stantine's unpr^udiced reply. I am sure, if he 
hiid taken as long a time in answering your call, 
ns he does mine, the ruffiah might have killed 
and^aten you too, before he moved to your as- 
si.<tance. Come, sir, may I not say that they, are 
bears ?' 

■Certainly. A pretty woman may say any 
thing.' 

^Positively, Mr. Q*onstantinc, I won't endure 
conte4iipt ! Say such another word, and I will 
call you as abominable an animal as the worst of 
them ' 

^But I am not a proper judge, Misa Egerton. 
I have never been in company with any of these 
men; so, to be impartial, I most suspend injF 
opinion,' 

*.\-nd not believe my word?' 

Thaddeos bowed. 
Vol. I.— 16. 
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•There, Lady Tinerrioutli,' crkxl Blie, afTecting 
pet, ^ tiike >Wr chain pion to yourself; he is too 
great a siivage for iwe.' 

•TKank, you, Maria,' returned her ladyship, 
giving her hand to the count to lead' her to the 
f upper riM)m; this is the way she quarrels witb 
every man tliat come? into my. house, a^id' ibcn 
iier ill honior transforms them to it^ own likcnrss.' 

*And where is the man,* observed Tlmddeas, 
*that would not be happy under the spe.ls d* to 
beautiful a Circe !* 

' *It won't do, Mr. Constanfine ,' cried she, la- 
king her'placo opposite to liini; *rify an«;er is not 
to be appeased by calling me names;^yofi don't 
mend the mntter niiich, by likening me to a hea- 
then ami a witch' 

Lady Tinemnuth bore her part in the conver- 
Siition of the evening, in a strain more in unison 
with the count.^ mind, llowevef he found no in- 
considerable degree of amusement, from the on- 
reficctiiig volui|ility and giddy sallies of Iter 
freind; and on the whole, spent the few lionrs 
that he.piissed there, with some resemblance to lib 
almost forgotteu sense of pleasure. 

He was hi an- elegant apartment, he was in the 
company oP two lovely and ticeomplished women, 
and he was the ohjtfct of their entire attention 
and gratitude. He ha^J been used to such .scenes 
in his dax's of happiness, when he felt Imnself Uhc 
expectancy and rose of the fair statCt the gla^i 
of fashion^ and the mould of form^ the ob- 
Btrvcd of all obserters;^ and its re-oppearaoct 
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atv^lvened, with tender remembrances, associating 
fttfeKngs, time made him ri^e witli regret when the 
ciock struck one. 

I^y Tinemunth bnde him good night, with 
an earnest request that he would shortly repeat his 
visit This invitatiop gratified hiiu much; and 
they parted ujutcuilly dilighted with each other. ' 
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CHAPTEtt XtV. 



pLEASEb nsthe ctinnt was with the acquaint* 
nnco to which his guDautry hud introduced Jiiui, 
he did nof repeat his cnll Ifor a long time. 

A few morninirs aftor his meeting with tady 
7'inetiioath, the hard Frost broke up. The change 
in the atiiiosph<;re so dreadfaliy affected the gea- 
oral, hy producing ^ rclhpse of his rheumatic f^- 
ver, that his friend had to watch ity his pillow 
night and day for ten dnVs. At the end of tliii 
period he recovered su-iTit:ientlv to sit up and read, 
or to aiiiutie himself by registering the melancholy 
events of the last caoipaigns, in a large book, 
with plans of the ditfenMit battles. The sight of 
this volun^s would ^uve distressed Thaddeus, had 
he not seen that it sflTurdcd comlnrt to the poor 
veteran, whom it transported back into the midst 
of scenes, on which he delighted to dwoil; yet 
he would often lay .down his pen, shut the book, 
and weep likb an infant 

The count left hiiij one morpingat this employ- 
ment, and strolled out, with the intention of call- 
ing on lady Tinemouth.. As he walked along by 
York-house, he perceived Pembroke Somerset 
with a gentleman leaning on his arm,, coming out 
*of Bond -street, 
' Ail the blood in the coaot^s body seetned nub* 
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in^ to his heart He trembled. The ingenaons 
sniilo on his friend's conntenance, and his feutures 
• so siveetly marked With franknesp, uiade his reso* 
lution fulter. 

*J)at pFOofsy' cried he to himself, * are abso< 
lute !' and turning his face to a stand of book^ 
tlint was near him, he' stood there till Somerset 
n<\d passed. Ho went by him speaking tiiesf 
words; 

*l trust, tattler, that ingratitude is not his vice.* 
<But it is yoors, Sontf rset !* murmured Thad- 
deas, as for a moment he gazed after them, and 
ihen proceeded on his walk. . '^ 

When his name was announced at Indy Tine- 
ni(>uili*s he found her ladyship ufid another lady, 
but not Miss Egerton. Lady Tinemontb express 
ed her pleasure at this visit, and her surprise thai 
it had bttoii so long defered. 

*'i*he pain of such an apparent neglect of your 
ladysliip^s goodness,' replied he, 'has been added 
to niy anxiety for the declining licalih of a friend, 
w ho Je increased illness is my apology. 

•I wirtli,' returned her ladyship, her, eyes beam- 
ing approbation, Hhat all my friends could ex- 
cuse their absence so well !' 

* Perhaps they might, if they chose,' observed 
the other lady, *and with equal sincerity.' 

Thaddeus understood the innredulity couch- 
ed under these words. So did lady Tinenioulh. 

'However,' rejoined she, *be siitisfied, Mr. 
.Constantino, that 1 believe yon sincere.' 
'j*he count bowed. 
<Fie, ladjr Tkicmooth !' mti tho lady, *ioii 
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ire partial; nay, yon are abrard; did 7011 ovef 
jet lieiir atiiun speak truth to a vvimuin ?* 

*Lady Sura !' repliea her ladyship, ^ykh one of 
those arch glances thut seldom visited her eyct» 
'where will be your vaariy if I dssent to this ?' 

*lii the iiioon with man's sincerity.* 

'J*h;uldeus paid litde r.ttention to this dialogue. 
His thouglits, in spite uf himvelf, were wandering 
after the figures of Somerset and his father. 

Ljidy '1 ineiiiouth, whose fancy had not been 
quiet about him since chance h id' introduced him 
to her a':(}naiutunce. observed Ixia present abscence 
whhout noticing it. Aiid^ indued, the fruiifiil 
imagination of Maria Egerton liud not lain still. 
She declared, *he was a soldier by his dress, a 
man of rank from his manners, an Apollo ih his 
person, and a hero from his gallantry !' 

'J'lius did Miss Egerton describe him to lady 
Sara Uoos; .'and/ added she, *what convinces ine 
that he is a nian of fashion, he lias not been witli- 
in these walls since we told him that we' slioold 
take n as a favor.' 

Lady Sara had been eager to lee this handsome 
stranger. Having previously determined to drop 
ill at lady Tinenionth^s onder some ezcoae or oil^ 
cr, every morning, till lier curiosity was gratified, 
she was not a lit^e pleased when she beard liit 
name announced. 

Lady Sam was married; bnt she waas also 
yoang and beautiful, and sha liked that her pow- 
er should be felt by others besidet her husband 
'j'he instant she beheld thecoant Sobteski, siit 
fortued iho. wish to edtangle^ hini. in bar cliaina 
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Shs learnt, by his pale coantenonce and thooght- 
fol air, tlint he was a melanchofy character, »nd, 
above all things, bhe had sighed Tor such a lever. 
She expected to receive, from one of that cast, a 
tenderness, a devotedness; in short, a fervent, 
wild and romantic passion, which would feed on 
ner sighs and its own fires to eternity. Tbaddeus 
appeared to her tabe the very creature of whom 
^lie had beetiin search. His abstraction* his voice 
and eyes, the one so touchmg, the otiicr so neg- 
lectful of any thing but the ground^ all were ir- 
resistible,.and she resolved from that moment (in 
her own words) *to piakq a dead set at him.'' 

Lady Tinemouth, not less pleased with this sec- 
ond view ef her now acquaintance than the had 
been at the first, directed lier discourse to him, ac- 
companied by all that winning interest so endearin«; 
to a Hbcral heatt. WhiUt she was speaking, lady 
Sara, who never augured well to the success of 
her fiiscinations when the countess addressed her- 
self to any of her victims, tried every mean in her 
power to draw aside tho attention of the count. 
She played with her ladyship's dog; but, that 
not sucoeeding, she determined to strike at him nt 
once with the eleg-ance of her figur& Complain 
ing of the heat, she threw ofl^ a large green velvet 
mantle which she had on, and, rising from tne 
jhair walked towards the window. 

When she looked round to enjoy her victory, 
she saw that this manoeuvre had failed like the 
re5t; for the provoking countess was still standing 
oetweeo hoc aod Thaddtns. AlmoU angry, she 
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flung open the snsh, nnd, patting W head oot ax 
claiiiicd in her hest modalated. tones : 

'How d'ye do?* ' 

'I hope vour ladyship is well this fine morning f 
vras answered lii the voice of Pciubroke SemorseC 

Th&ddeas grew ptile, and the ronntess feeling 
the cold, turned roood to ask Jady Sara to whom 
she wfts speaking. 

*To a pest of' mine, my dear,* retarned she, 
and then stretching oat her neck she res&med 
*but where in the name of heaven, are j^oa going. 
Somerset, with all that travelling apparatus?* 

'To Decrhurst; we are going lo take lord A 
run down. But I keep your ladyship in the cold. 
Good morning.' 

*My compliments to Sir Kohert Good bye! 
Good hye!* and, waving her whit^ hand till his 
curricle u-sis out of sight, when she turned round, 
her desires were gratified, for the elegant stranger 
was standing with his eyes fixed on that liand. 
But, had she known, that for any cognizimce they 
took of its beauty, they migl.t as well have been 
fixed on vacancy, she would not have pulled >dovvn 
the window, and reseatqd herself, with soch an 
air of triumph. 

The count took his seat with a sigh, and ladjr 
Tinemotith did the same. 

*go, that is the son of Sir Robert Somerset?' 

*Ye8,' replied her ladyship, *and whit do yoo 
think of him? He is called very handsome.' 

'Your ladyship has forgotten that I am hear 
sighted,' answered the countess, *I conld not dls* 
crtm'mato his feutorca, btit 1 thtok iup fifprt 60^ 
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I remember liif father was a handsome man, ano 
a man of wonderful talents.' 

•TUt may be,* resumed lady Snra hiughing, 
and nnxkins to excite some emotion of rivalry in 
the breast of Tliaddcus, 4 am sure I cug|it no' 
to call in question his talents and taste, for he hi\P 
often wislied that* fate had res'erMTd nic for his son.* 
Her ladynhip surhed and ioojied down. 

This sigh . and gesture had more effect upon hei 
Tictim, tluin all her exhibited graces. So ditficult 
it is to break affection and habit. Any thing rela 
ling to Pembroke Somerset, could yet so povv'ir- 
fuUjr interest the $;ount as to stamp itself- en his 
features. Be$iidcs, the appearance of any latent 
di>«quietnde, where all seetnfd splendor and viva* 
city, reminded him painfully of the chcquertd 
lot of man. His eyes Uerc renting upon her lady- 
ship, full of a, tender commiscnition, pregnant 
with compassion for her, himself, and '^ll ilib 
worl'J, when she raised her head. 'J he meeting 
(•f such a look frpm him, fifled her with agitation, 
^ho felt something strange at her heart liis ey4s 
reenied to have penetrated to its inmost devicef. 
Blushing like scarlet, she got up to hide an euibar- 
rassiitent not to be sohdued; and, hastily wishing 
the countess a good morning, curtisied to him and 
Jeft the room. 

Her ladyship entered the canjcige with feelings 
•II in commotrun. She coald not acamnt for the 
confusion which' his look had occasioned; and, 
half angry at a weakness so like a raw hicxperien- 
red girl, she liad determined to bocome one ot 
ladjk' Tioc^Dth^fl constant visitorf until she shualU 
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Iiavo brooght him {m she had done most of the 
nien about court) to her feet. 
* 'I'heso were her ladyship's cogitations, as she 
rolled alotij^ towards Su Jameses Place. But she 
a little exceeded the' fact in her statement; (or, 
notwithstanding she could count as many lovers 
as any woman, both before and after her mar- 
riage, yet few would have ventured so Hir as to 
truzit the consequence of a kneeling petition. 
Somehow, tlicse worthy lords and gentleihen had 
al| to a man adopted the oracle of the ^et, that, 

( *Love, fleet as air at sight of human ties, 
'Spreads his light wings, and ;d a moment flies!' 

They all professed o adofc lady Sara Capel; 
some were caught by her beauty, others by lier 
eclat, but none had the most diiiitant wish to niako 
this beauty and eclat his own legal property. 

The young marquis of Severn fluttered round 
her lad>ship during the first year of his appear- 
ance aBout court"; but af the end of that time, 
instead of offering her his hand, he martied the 
daughter of a rich city banker. < 

Lady Sara, wht) was at her father's house in 
the country, when this intelligence arri\ed, was 
so incensed, that, to show her disdain of this apos- 
tate lover, she set off the same evening for Scot- 
land with Harry Rons, a grandson of the dcke oi 
Linco'n. llicy were married, and her indysliip 
liad the triuinph of being presented to her iiiujes- 
j the same day with the marchioness of Severn. 

The first whirlwind of her rcseiittocot subiidedt 
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the btfgan most dismnuy to repeot her union. She 
loved captain Roos as Uttb as she had loved lord 
Snvern. S^e had admired the rank and gallantry 
of the one; and the profoond adoration of the 
otiier, had made a complete friend of her vanity. 

Bat now, since her revenge was gratified, the 
homage of Hafry Roos ceasing to ekcite the envy 
of her companions from the hoor ki which he be- 
came her husband, she grew weary of his atten- 
tions, and was very happy w^vn the admiralty 
ordered him tp the command 6f a sliip bound to 
the Mediterranean. 

The last fervent kiss which bo imprinted on her 
lips, as they -breathed out the oold *Good bye, 
Ruprt, take care ot yourself?* seemed to her the 
seal of freedom; and she returned into her dres- 
sing room, not to weep, but rejoice in the projfMt 
of H thousand festivities and a thousand lovurs. 

Left ut an early a^e without a mother, and ig- 
norant of the duties of a wife, she thought that if 
she kept her husband and herself out of Doctoni 
Commons, she shonkl do no harm by amusing 
herself with the heart of every man that came in 
her way. Thus, she hardly moved \Vithont a train 
ofndinirers. She had already attracted e\'ery oue 
worth the trouble; and hadJistened to their com- 
pliiiionts and insolent presumption, till she was 
nearly tired of both; when Miss Egerton r«*l:ited 
to her the ccantess*s rencountre with the gallant 
foreigner. 

As soon as her ladysfiip heard that he was of 
rank, (for Mifs Egerton had not been backward 
to affirm the dreamt of her own imaginatioa,, sb« 
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formed rni earnest wish to see him; nnU when, to 
ler mfinito satisfaclion, he did present hinj«eir in 
her eves he exceeded every thing that had LeeP 
described. I o secure such « con.|uftst, slie thoualu 
would not only rn,se the envy «f i|,c women. bu« 
n ake the men looj« about them to discover LtP 
novel and morcal!raci4ve way than thev had Mth 
crto attempted, ^o pourtray the extent of their de 
voiiun. ■ > 

Whilst lady Sara was meditating on he' neir 

fc u'^T] ?.^ 'f^y Tinemuuih^ renm.ned 
alone. Her ladyship tidked to him on vario.-i sab 
jects; but he answered ill upon them 1.II. and 
sometmi^s very wide of the matter. At h;s: feel • 
ing that he must he bu.thensome, he arose/ ard. 
lookmg paler and more depressed t4ian when he 
entered, wished hern good morning. 
.^^•I am afraid Mr. Consant;.ne, thai you -arc an 

Thadclcns, liicc most people who dcsife to hide 
wha I. passmg .n their h,i„ds, gladly .i.sentod to 

m^Vaniulsk'"'" ' '"'""'""^ ^^'''^ ''« ^«"^^ 
J'J hen,' cried her ladysi.>. •! hope yoa wUl 

Thail'deus was confounded, and looked dox^-n 
or a moment, th-n, returning into the rZn 
00k „p a pen,which lay.on,the t.?hle. and sai^ * 
-nv nf ^^•^'/^»'r."^'^'-c« to a place from w lu ncc 
Z\ f >•""'; Kv«h.p;s commands will reach me 
>m. Iw.,|^do n.yself the honpr to repeat mv .^5 

Iihollalwayto^flappytoigt you replied the 
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eountcss, while he was writing; *bat, before I 
engage voq in a promise of witich you may alter- 
ward.-) repent, I iim^t tell yoa, that you will meet 
with dali entertianment nt my house. I see very lit- 
tle company; and were it not for the ine\h<iu«tihle 
spirits of Miss Elgerton, I believe I should become 
a complete misanthrope.* 

•Your house will be my paraflise !' exc'nijncd 
the count, with an earnestness, to the force of 
which he did not immedi.itely attend. 

Lady Tinemouth smiled. 

*i must warn you here, ton,' cried she; *Miss 
Egecton must not he the deity of your . paradise. 
She is already under engagements that would pre- 
clude ail hope on that head.' 

'JHia-Jdeus blushed at being mistaken, and wisli* 
cdto explain himself. 

* If ou^ misunderstand mc, madam, I am not in* 
tansibic to beauty; but, upon my word, at that 
iiiOiuent I had nothing else in my thoughts tiian 
g atitude for your ladyship's kindness to an abso- 
lute stranger.' 

^That is true, Mr. Constantine; yon are an abso- 
lute stranger, if the want of a formal intro- 
duction, and an ignorance of your fimity, consli- 
tutt) that title. But your protection introduced 
you to me; and there is sometlung in your ap- 
pearance which convinces me, that I may not bo 
afraid of admitiibg }'oa into the vei^ scanty num- 
ber of my friends.' 

Th.iddeus immediately perc.eived the dolioany 
of lady Tmemouth; \%ho wished to know who he 
was, yet felt rcpognaat to give bim paia by a 
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qtK*8tion sn direct that he mast answer. As she had 
proposed it, she lel\him entirely to his own discre- 
tion; and he derterinined, as far as ho could, with- 
out exposing his real name and circauistances, to 
satisfy her very proper curiosity. 

The countess, whose benevofent heart 'Was deep- 
ly interested in his faTor, observed the changes of 
his comitenance .with on anxious desire tlutt he 
would be in<;enuous. HersoKchudcdid not arise 
from any doubts that slie entertained . of his quali- 
ty and worth, but she wished to be enabled to re- 
p y with promtness to the inquisitive people who 
might see him at her house. 

4 hardly know,* aiitd lliaddcus, 'm what words 
to express my sense of your Iadyjdiip*s generoni 
confidence in me; and that my character »» not 
undeserving -of such distinction, time, I trust, wiN 
nitify.' He paused for a moment, and then resum- 
ed : 'For my rank, lady Tineinouth, it is ihiw 
of little consequence to my comfort; rather, per- 
haps, a source of mortification; for — «' he hesita- 
ted, and then proceeded, with a faint color ting- 
ing his cheek, * exiles from their country, if they 
would not covet misery, must learn to forget; 
hence I am no other than Mr. Constantino; tliough, 
n acknowledgment of your ladyship's goodness, I 
leem it only just, that I should not conceal my ro- 
ll quality from yon. 

*My fiimily was the first in PdJand. Even if. 
banishment, the remembrance that its virtues were 
as well known as its name, affords some nllevki- 
tion to the conviction, that when my country fell, 
aU my property, and all my kindred, wer<i i» 
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▼olved in the ruins. Soon after the dreadfnl seal- 
ing of its fate, I quitted it; and b^ the coniU and 
of a dxing parent, who expired in my arms, 
90ugh( a refuge in this island, from degrudatiuns, 
which olherwistt, I could neither repel nor avoid,' 

Thaddcus stopped; and the countess,, stiucU by 
the grnceful ntodesty with which this simple ac- 
count was related, laid hex hand upon hit:. 

*Mr. Constantino, I am . not surprised at cny 
thing yon have said.. The Uiela.ncholly of your air 
induced me to suspect that you were not happy; 
and my sole wish, in penetrating your res^ert'e, 
was to show yon that a woman i an be a sincere 
fri«yid.* 

Tears of gratitude and respect filistened in the 
count's eyes. Incapable of niakinga suitable reply, 
he pressed her hand to his lips. She rose; and, 
willing to relieve a sensibility that dehghted her, 
added* *I vvill not detain you longer, only let nm 
see you soon.' 

/Ihaddeus uttered a few inarticulate words, 
whose significancy conveypd nothing, hut e\ery 
thing was declared by their confosioi.. The coun- 
tess's eloquent sntile showed that she corii|)rchenf![- 
ed their meaning; and he left the room. 

On his return home, he found general Buf/ou 
in better spirits, still poring over his' journal. 'J his 
paper ^eemed to be the representative of all which 
Imd ever been dear to him. He dwelt ubon it, 
and talked abont it, with a doating eagerness, bor- 
dering on ins<inity. 

'1 hese symptoms, increasing from day !o d«y, 
gave h/s young Iriend ooo^erablo nncasinese. He 
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Hfitened with pnin to the fiiRd dreams wliich had 
taken ))ossessi«n of the poer4)ld ni!in,u ho delight- 
ed ill raying, tlintii.uch n>i|^ht)\et bedi^ne \u Fo 
hiiid, wiieii lie should be rec-oveied,nncj tl €y €i:a- 
hkd to return logeiher to \\ ureuw, and ^lisLuknl 
the: people to revolt. 

'i huddeus at first altcn^pted to prove the eirp- 
X'wess of ilii'tie schemes; tut. seeing thH( i ontradic* 
tion on tliis her.d, threw the geneiai back iuto 
deeper despondency, ho tiKiughl ii belter to effect 
the fame sentiments; too uell peiceiviiig, t}.al 
death would 'soon terminate Uiese visions with \ia 
life. 

Accordingly, as far its lay in the count's power, 
he satK^'fiedjkll the fancied wanls of his reverend 
friend; who, on every other pulject was perfectly 
reasonable; but at last he becane so ahsuibed in 
this chimerical plot, that even cor.versittinir, ar.<! 
his n eals, seemed to opf res i.im w'uU le-^liaint; 

When 'Ihaddeus, with sorrow, perceivtd Uuit 
hisrompany was rather irkson.e than a ct'ii.fort to 
his friend, he the more readily repeated his visili 
to lady 'linen:outh. She now looked for his en- 
trance at least once n day. If ever u inoniiag 
and evening pa^^sed av%ay uiti.out his appeaunce, 
he was sure of being hcolded by Miss EgtiUjn, re- 
proached hy the countess, and frowned at by l«dy 
Sara Koos. This lady now contrived, m defipace 
of all other engagements, to drop in every night, 
aifady Tineir.outh's. Ber ladyship was i:ot nore 
surprised at this sudden attacluKnt of lady Sara 
to her house llum pleased with her society, who 
the foQod, on intimato .aci^uaiDtaxicc, could la) 
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tside that tissue of affectatipn nnd fushion w!)ich 
the wore in public, and rouily become u charn:iiig 
we3ian. 

Though laay-isnrn was vain, she nad snUicicnt 
sense to penetrate with tolerahio certainty into the 
chantcterit of her acquaintance. Most of the men 
with whom she had hitherto associated, having 
been jnnibled together hi those huge asseniblies 
where individuality is absorbed in the general n.a.ss 
of insipidity and ceremony, she saw that ihcy 
were krivolous, or at the least warped in ttste aud 
principle; and the fascinations she used to subdue 
them, were the best suited to their capacity— Iter 
beauty,, lier thouglHlessiiess, and her caprice. Dut 
on the reverse, when she formed the wish to entan- 
gle such a man as Thaddeus, she soon discovered 
that to engage his attention, she must appear in 
the unafiected graces of nature. To this end, she 
took pains to display the Imeliness of her person 
in every movement and position; yet she mana- 
ged the thing with so inartificial and frank an air, 
that she seemed the only being present, who was 
onconscious of the versatility and powitr of her 
charms. She conversed with good sense and pro- 
priety. In short she appeared compl^tcl) diflbrent 
from the gay ridiculous creature whotr he had 
seen some weeks before, in the countess's parlor. 

He now admired, both her per8«)n and her 
mind. Her winning softness, the vivacity of Miss 
Egerton, and the kindness of the countess, beguil- 
ed him many an evening from the contemplation 
jf melancholy scenes at home. 

One night, it came into the bead of Maria Eg 

Vox.. T— 17. 
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«rton, to bantef him about his military draw 
*Do, fof heavoi's sake, my dear Doo Qaixote/ 
cried she, Met us see yon out of your rusty ar- 
mour! I declare, I am tired of the sight Some- 
how, I do think yoa wo«ld be merrier out of that 
* customary mit of solemn black!* 

This demand was net pleasing to the count; 
but he good humoredly replied, *I knew not till 
you were so kind as to inform me, that a man*f 
temper depends on his clothes.* 

<tUse, I suppose,' cried she, interrupting him, 
'you would have clianged yours before ? There- 
fore, I expect that you wiU do as I bid yon now, 
and put on a ohristian's coat against the next time 
yon enter this house.' 

Thaddens was at a lo^ what to say; be only 
bowed ; and the countess and lady Sara apiled at 
her nonsense. 

When they parted for the night, this portion e{ 
the ctmversation passed off from all minds but that 
of lady Ttnemoutli. She had considered the sub 
ject, but in a different way from jyfaria. Mada 
supposed that the handsome Constantino wore the 
dress of his country beeause it wns the most be- 
coming. But as sueh a whim did not correspond 
with the other parts of his character, lady Tine 
mouth, in her own mind, attributed this adherenet 
tu his nacional habit, to the right cause 

She remarked, that whenever she wished him to 
meet any agreeable people at her house, he alwayf 
declined these introductmns under the plea of hit 
dress, though he never proposed to alt#r it. Thif 
conduct a&ed to his |>erfeet silence on every sub- 
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jict that related to the public amusements nboat 
town, led her to conclude, ihtit like the banished 
nobiliiy- of Fniiice, he wus encouniering tlio viiri- 
oos inconveniences of poverty in a foreign land. 
She hoped he had esciiped its horrors; but she 
could not be certain, for he always shifted the con- 
versattOM, when it too closely referred to fiitnself. 

These observations haunted the mind of i.idy 
Tinemouth, and made her anxious to contrive 
some opportunity in which she might have tins in- 
teresting Constantino 'alone; and by n propei 
munagumcnt of the diseonrtte, lead to some avow- 
m1 of his real sitwition. Hitherto, her benevolent 
mrentions luid been frustrr.ted by various interrup- 
tions at various times. Indeed, had she been ac- 
tuated by mere curiosity, she would long ago have 
resigned the trial as fruitless; but sincere pity and 
esteeiii kept her still watchful till the v*ery hour in 
which her considierate heart wus fully sati^iBed. 

One morning when she was writing in her caln- 
oet, a servant informed her that Mr. Conslantine 
was below in the parleur. Pleased at this circum- 
sttntoe, stie took ndvantagr of a sjight cold thai af- 
fected her, and lioping to be able to draw somo- 
tliing out of him in the course of a tete-a-tete, beg- 
ged that he would come up to her room. 

When he entered, she perceived that he looked 
sadder than usual, lie siit down by her and ex- 
pressed his concern at her ittdispoeition. She sigh- 
ed heavily, but remained sileat. Her thoughts 
were too much occupied with her benevolent plan, 
to decide exactly what to answer. She had deter- 
tniued; ia her relleclions to give him u cursory 
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idea of her own nnnappiness; and thns, by her 
confidence, nttrurt his. 

*1 hope Miss Egerton is weal' inquired Thad- 
deus. 

*Very weii, Mr. Constnntine. A heart nt east 
ahnost ever keeps the body in healih. Mny she 
loiij; continue ais happy as<at this period, and iiev- 
ur know the disnppointu.ont ol her friend'* 

Me looked at the countess. 

'It is true, my dear sir, continued she. <Jt is 
hardly probable that the mere eD'e ct of t1iirty>five 
years nould have made the inroads on my periton 
which you see; hut sorrhw has clone it; and, 
wi^h all the comforts that you behold around nte, 
I am miserable. I have no joy independent of 
the few friends which heaven lias preserved to u e; 
and yet,' added she, *I have another anxiety uni- 
ted with those of whidh I complain : some of my 
friends, who nflbrd me the consolatitm I mention, 
deny me the only return in n^ power, the office 
of sharing in their griefs.' 

I Thaddeus' felt the expression of her ladyship's 
eyO) and the tenderness of her voice, as she utter- 
ed these words. He felt to whom the kind re- 
proach was directed, .nnd he looked down coufot- 
ud and oppressed. The countess resumed. 

4 cannot deny what your countenance declares : 
you thinly I mean you. I tlo, Mr. Constantinc; 
I have marked your melancholy : J have \veij;hed 
other circumstances; and I am sure that yon have 
many things to struggle with besides those regrets 
which inust ever hang about the bosom of n brave 
man. Forgive me, if fgive you pain, (added 
she, observing his heightening color,) I s«>eak 
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from a rem. esteem, speak to yoa as I would to 
my own son, were he in your situation.' 

*My dearest Madam,' cried the count, over- 
come by lier benevolence; *You have judged 
right; I have many things to struggle with : I 
have a sick friend at home, whom midfurionc liath 
nearly bereft of reason; and whose wants are now 
so complicated and expensive, that never till now 
dkl I know the con p'cte desolation of a man, 
without a country or a po8!»e8!iiion. For myself, 
lady Tinemooth, adversity has few pangs, hut for 
my friend, for an old man, whoso deranged fa- 
tuities have forgotten the change in my affairs; 
be who hangs on me fur support and comfort; it 
U thin that must account to your ladyship for those 
jnctinsistencics in my manner and s;.iriiS, which 
are so. frequently the subject of Miss Egertok's 
rai.lery.' 

'Thaddeus, in the course of this short and rapid 
narrative, gnidunlly lowered the lone of his voice; 
and, at the close, covered his face with his hand. 
He lijtd never before confided the history of his 
tftnbarrassments to any creature; and he felt, (not- 
withstanding it had almost been petitioned from 
him,) that ho had Committed an outrage on the 
finiuiess of his character, by in any way ucknowl- 
^gtng4he weight of his calamities. 

Lady Tinemouth considered n few minutes, 
<nd then ud'Jres^d him. 

*I shouhl ill repay tthis generous confidence, 
jiy young friend, if I were to heshate a moment 
n forming some plan that may prove of service 
o yon. You have tokl me no more» dear Mr 
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ConsUntinc, than what I had alrcndy vosptcteJL 
And I had sumetliing iti view.* Here the coun- 
ter stopped, expecting that her auditor would in- 
terrupt her. He remained silent; and sheiiro- 
ccedt'd: 'yoa spoke of a profession, of an em* 
ploviiient '* 

*Ves, nindnin,' returned he, taking his hand 
from his eyes; *I shorld be glad to engage in 
nny profession or employment, thuit }*oa would re- 
cwiiiiiend.* 

*I havo little interest,' answered her ladyship, 
, *with pcoplei in power; therefore I cannot pro- 
pose any thing which will in any way suit with 
your rank; but the employ ineiit I Imvo in view, 
several of the most illustrious French nobilhy ha?e 
not blushed to execute.* 

*Do not fear to mention it to mc,* cried tho 
fount, perceiving her reluctance! *I would Jit- 
IfiAipt any tijiiig timt is not dishonorable tii render 
i:ervice to my poor friend.* 

'Well then, would you nave aKiy objection to 
trach Iniiguajge.*?* 

Thaddeus immodiatelv answere , *i\one in tbo 
world.* 

'I'hen,* replied her ladyship, greatly relieved 
by the manner in which he had received her pro* 
poisal; will now tell you, that abovt » week 
ago, ( paid a visit to lady Dundas, the widow 
of Sir Hec'or Dundas, the rich East Iiidi:tn 
Director. Whilst I was* there, I liearcl her 
tjilking with her two daugiiters, about fimlir.g 
a proper master to teach them German. 'J'hat 
language ha* b€CO«uo a very (iifihionable aeoom- 
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pltshment amongst literary ladies; and Miss Dnn- 
das being a member of the blue-stocking club, 
you instantly flashed across my mind. Lady 
bandas was making a thoasand objections ngainst 
the vulgarity of varioas teachers whom the yoang 
ladies proposed; and I, deeming it a favorable 
opportunity, told her ladyship, that if she could 
wuit .1 few days, I would found a friend of mine, 
who I knew.. if he would condescend to take the 
tro^l^le, would be the most eligible person imagin- 
able. Lady Dundas and the girls gladly left it 
to me, and I now propose it to you.' 

'And f ,' replied he, *with a thousand thanks, 
accept the task.* 

*'J hen I will arrange every thing,' returned her 
ladyship, *and send you the result.' 

After half an hour's farther conversation, Indy 
Tineiiiouth became more impressed with the unso- 
phisticated delicacy and dignify of the count's 
mind. .And he, more gratefol that ntterance 
could declare, left hit respects Cot Miss ^rton< 
mod took his leave. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



The next irorning, whilst .Tliaddeas wa» vain, 
ly cxplu^iiingto his poor old friend, that he no 
longer possessed u regiment of horse thnt he could 
order oat to try the success of some inanoBOTret 
which he had been devising, little Nanny brought 
a letter from the coftee-house to which he had gir- 
en Indy TineHioutli the direction. He opened it, 
anct found these contents : 

*My dear sir ! So anxious was I to ternjnete 
the affair witii lady Duniias, that I went to her 
house last night. 1 affirmed it as a great ohligo- 
tiuu, thnt you would undertake the trouble to 
ttat'h her daughters; nnd I insist, tliat you do 
not, by any roiiiatttic ideas of candor, invalidate 
what 1 have said : I ^\now the world too well 
not to be convinced of the truth of Dr. Gold- 
pmith^s maxim, ^If you be poor, do not seem poor, 
if you would avoid iusnit as well as sutfering.* 

*I told Miss Dun^as that vou had undertaken 
the task solely at my persuasion; therwore, I could 
not propose other terms than a guinest for each 
two lessons that she and her sister would receive. 
They arc rich ciiongh for any expense; and they 
mndc no ohjoction to my demand, besides present- 
ing the enclosed by way of entrance-money. Thos, 
I hare settled all' preliuiinaries, aod you are to 
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commence your first lefison on Monday, nt two 
o'clock. But before then, pray let mo see you. 

*Cannot you dine wkii us un Sandiiy ? i Imve 
infornied Miss E^erton of as ninch of the iifFuir na 
1 titink necessary to account foe your new occupa- 
tion. In short, good girl as she is,, I thought it 
most prudent to set her iind lady Saru on tliu same 
scent that I have done the Dundases; therefore, 
do not be uneasy on that head. 

*Cotn|3 lo-morrow, if -not before, and you will 
give real pleasure to your sincere friend, 

^AdELIZA TtN£M0UTH. 

'Saturday morning, Grosvenor Place.' 

Truly grateful to the active friendship of the 
countess, and looking at the general, who appear- 
ed perfectly happy in the prosecution of his wild 
schemes, Thaddiius exclaimed to himself, *hy 
this means I shall at least have it in my power to 
procure all the assistance your melancholy state re- 
quires !* 

On opening the enclosed, which her ladyship 
mentioned, he found it to bo a bank note for ten 
p( unds. He felt uncomfortable both at the pres- 
ent, and its amount; not having done any ser- 
vice to earn it, he regarded the money niore as a 
gift, than as a bond of engagement. However, 
be found that these feelings, with many other 
p:iinful repugnancies, must at this moment be laid 
aside; and without iarther self-torment, he con- 
signed the money to the ase for which he w&a 
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awnre the connteBS had intended it, nannely, to 
provide hiniself with nn English dress. 

During these various reflections, he did not 
leave ludy 'J'ineinouth's letter ouunswerecL Ue 
thnnk«,>d hvr sincenilj for her zeal; and declined 
dining with her the next day, on account of leav- 
ing lii« poor friend so long alone; but premiised 
to come in the evening, when he should be retired 
to rest. 

'riii.4 excuse was folt by none more than lady 
Sara Rons; who, having he4rd from ludy Tine- 
mouth on Saturdny inorning, that she expected 
the company of Mr. Constantino to dine on Son- 
dny had invited herself to be one of the party. She 
had now seen him constantly for near a month, 
ami to her amazement found, that in seeking ta 
entrap him, she had only ensnared herself. Ev*- 
ry word heuitcrod, penHraled to her lieiiit; eve- 
ry glance of his eyes, shook her frame like electri- 
city. She had now no necessity to afleet softness; 
a ynung and seducing passion, iinparted to her 
voice and countenam-e,idl its bewitching patlms. 

'j'haddeus was not insensible to the enchant- 
ment which this intoxicating power threw aroaBo 
her; but it did not reach as far as she intended. 
He felt that she was a lovely woman, wh« oiifhi 
have affected his senses, lud she been frec^ and his 
heart- been as in happier days.'^ He knew that slit 
was n married woman; and, at he bf>lieved hei 
to bun virtuous one, hft could not credit the «vi* 
dence of his feelings, which would have i^es 
whispered to him, tho language her ladyship wisb 
ed to convey. 
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When lady Tinemoath mentioned to lady Sara 
and Miss Egerton, the great favor she had cunfer 
red on the M'l:^ Uandases, by ;:revuiling on Mr 
CoiMtantiiitf to andert;ike the task of teaching Uiem 
Gennati, hidy S«ra could hardly conceal her vex 
alitm. She was »o<;ry at the count for his acqui 
e.<«oence, and hated lady Tineniouth for having 
ntadr! the propo:«al. 

Mi'S Cgerton laughed at iho scrape into whiclr 
lady 'rineinouth hath brought his giNKl n::ture, 
and declared, that she would tell him next day at 
dinner, what a uiulish pair of misses he had pre 
sonied to manage. 

It was the youiigej<t of these miitses thnt excited 
lady Sarahs diiipleasurc. Eupheiuia Dundas wa* 
very pretty; she had a iarire iortutte at her dispo- 
• il; and what might not such umte<l teHipUition«i 
effect on the iniiiil of her favorite ? Torn with 
jealon-iy, she caught at the mention of his com- ' 
inz to dinner on the morrow; and offering to be 
one of the party, resolved to put on all her charms, 
that she mi:^lu make one more essay on the hi:h* 
crlo insensible siml of Thaddens, before fthc bs* 
Ueld him enter scenes so likely to extinguish her 
bop;;.'*. Hopes, of what ? she never allowed her* 
self to inqnito. She knew that she never had lin- 
ed her huiband, that now she hated him, and was 
devoted to another. To be assured of a recipro- 
cal |»as!*i«»n from that olher, she believed was the 
extent of her wish. 'J'hinkin^ that she held her 
husband's honcrsafo as her life, she determined 
to do what she liked with her heart Her former 
aduiirofs were newneglcaed; and, to the ustou- 
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ishment and admiration of the graver ptrt of her 
acquaintance, she reiinquisheci nil those ditipnied 
nsAembliea m which she iiad ffo'reeently been the 
brightest altraction^ to seclude hernelf whole eve- 
nings, bv the domestic fireside of the ctmntesi of 
Tinetiiouth. 

Thus, whilst the world were ndiraring a con- 
duct whi h they supposed would give u lasting bfl[^ 
pine«s to licrself and her husband, she wus elnir* 
ijihiiig a pajision in her bosoui that iiiiglit prove the 
destruction of both. 

Oil Sunday evening, the count Sobieski entered 
lady Tineniouth^s drawing-room, just as MiwEg- 
ertnn had seated herself before the ten equipage. 

At tiie sight of hitu, she noded hf>r hcnd« and 
called hitn to sit by her. Litdy Tinemoolh re« 
turned the grateful pref<snre of his hanJ. Lady 
Sara received him with a palpitating heart; and 
stooped her bend, to remove something that seem- 
ed to incommode her foot; but this was only a 
feint to hide the blushes which were burning on 
her cheek. No one observe<l her oonfo^iim; to 
common it is, fur those who are the eonstnnt wit- 
nesses of our actions, te be the most ignorant of 
tlieir expre&tion and tendency 

Thatldeus could not be so completely uninform- 
ed. The frequ(int falling of her eve, when it met 
irn; the unequivocal intonation of her voice, and 
sometimes the fiaiiiing of her speech, often made 
him shiver. He gladly obeyed a second samnioM 
from the gay Maria, and drew his dluiir close to 
hers. 

Ludjr Sara observed hii motion with a jcaJoai 
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pang that the could not conceu] ; nnd palling hei 
seat as far on the oppouite fside as posiiible, began 
io tfilence to sip her tea. 

*ye.pojver« of galhintry I' suddenly exduimed 
^liss Etferton, pushing away the table, and Idling 
h«T cy«» glass to her eye, *i dechire I have con- 
quercd ! Look, lady Tinemouih; look, lady Sa- 
ra ! ir Mr. constantiti'e do not bolter bocoiite this 
English dress, than his Polish horribles, drown lue 
lor a false prophetess !* 

*Yoo see I have obeyed yon, madam,' returned 
Tbaddeos, bowing. 

*Ah!yoaaro in the right. Most men do it 
chectfolly, when th«»y know they %till gnin by tho 
bargain. Now, you look like a chriiitian; before 
yon always reminded me of some stalking hero in 
tragedy.* 

*yer,' cried lady Sara, frocing a smile, and 
ready to weep with mortification, *yes, and ho 
now exhibits a striking resemblance to George 
Pamwell.' 

Maria, who did not perceive the anger nnd sar- 
casm coached under this remark, good liumored- 
ly replied, 

*Trne, lady Sara; but I don't care for bis be« 
ing in black : obedience was the thing I wanted, 
and I have it in his present appearance.* 

*Pniy, lady 'J'inemouth,' asked her ladyship, 
seeking to revenue herself on his alacrity to obey 
JAii% Egerton^ the cause of which her jealousy 
mifutpprehended. 'What o*dlock is it ? I have 
promised to be at lady Saram*s concert by nine.* 

*lt if Mt yat aight,* retnmad the coontest; 
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'besides this is the fir^t time that I have henrd of 
your engagement. I had h\tpod your ladyship 
would have spent all this evening with us ?' 

*No,' answered lady Sara, *I cannot,' and 
ringing the bell, she rose. 

*Ble8S me, , lady Sara !' cried Miss Egerton, 
*you are not going ? Don't you hear that it ia 
only eight o*ch»ck ?* 

Lady Sara, liusying herself aboot tying her 
cloak, affected not to hear her, and told the :ser 
vant who opened the door to order her carriage. 

Lady Ttnemonth, tnuch surprised at the odd* 
ness of thij precipiUition, but far from gue5sin'^ 
the cause, requested the count to see her ladyship 
down stiiirs. 

*I would rather not,' cried she, in a quick 
voice; nnd darling out of the roo!ii, was f»)llow- 
ed by Tiiaddeus, who g(»t up with her flying foiit- 
stepn, just as she had reached the street door. He 
hastened past her, to assist her into the carriage, 
and .saw by the light of the flambeaux her face 
streaniiitg with tears. He had already extended 
his hand as siie approached. When her lady.ship, 
seeing who it wa<, in.^tead of accepting, struck 
itdownwth her left hand, and, whilst he stttod 
motionless with astonishiuont, jumped into the car- 
riage, and with an indignant tone, ordered it to 
drive to Berkly Square. He remained stupifietl 
for a few minutes, looking after her; then return- 
ed into the house, too well able to translate the 
meaning of all this petulence. 

When he reas''ended the stairs, lady llncmooth 
expressed her wonder at this whitusical departure 
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of hor friend; but as Thaddeas (whose feelings 
were really disturbed) relurned a vague reply, the 
subject ended. 

Miss Egertun, who hardly thought two minutes 
on the same th«ng, sent away the tea-board, and, 
sitting down by the count, exclaimed, 

^Mr. Constantino, I hold it right, 'that no man 
should be thrown into a den of wild beasts, with- 
out knowing what kind of monsters he shall meet 
there. Hence as I Gnd that you have undertaken 
the taming of that savage, lady Dundas, and her 
cubs, I must tell you what they are like. Will 
you hear me ?* 

♦Certainly.' 

*WiIl vou attend to my advice ?' 

•If I like it.' 

*Ha ! replied she, returning bis smile with 
another, *that is just such an answer as I would 
have made myself, so I won't quarrel with you. 
Lady Tinemouth, you will allow me to draw 
your friends' pictures ?' 

*Yes, Maria, provided you don't make 
caricatures. Remember your candor is at stake; 
to-morrow, Mr. Constantino will be able to judge 
for himself 

*And I am sure he will agree with me. Now, 
liidy Dundas, if you please ? I know your lady- 
ship is a great stickler for precedence.' 

Lady Tinemouth hiughe-J, and interrupted her. 

*I declare, Maria, yon arc a very daring 
girl. — What <fo you not risk by giving way to this 
satirical spirit ?' 

'Nobody's love that I value, lady Tinemouth. 
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You know I never donb n fair chnractcr. Mr 
Cunsianlme takes iiie on vour cr«!clit; ond if \oa 
mean CImriuK Montresor, he is cs bud ns uivself, 
luul dare not for his life have any quainm.* 

*We'l, \v«tll, proceed/ cried her ladyship, <I 
will not iutorrupt von again.* 

*Then,' resumed she, *I must begin uiih tadj 
Dundas. In proper historical style, I sliali com- 
mence with her birtii, pafentnge and educjition. 
For the first, my father told me that be reu.cni- 
bers her as the maid of Mrs. SeMon, when her hus- 
band went out governor of Snrat. And ' soon al^ 
ter their arrival, this pretty nbignil, by some ii.eans 
CMJoled old Hector Dundas (who was then exer- 
cising the same comn^and over some other Indi<>a 
province) to marry her. When she came back 
to England, she coaxed her foolish husband to ap- 
propriate some of his ill-gotten riches to the |tnr- 
oliase of a barony. I suppose tlie appellation 
mistress put her in mind of Iter d-detari servant- 
ship; and in a happy hour, he complied, and she 
became my lady. -That over. Sir Hector liad 
nothing more to do in this world. He ivas so 
good as tn think so hhiiself; and, to add to his 
former obligations, had the civility of walking 
out of it; for one night, whether he had been 
dreuming bf his feats in India I cannot affirm, 
but he marched out of his bed-room window and 
broke his neck. Ever since that fortunate event, 
lady Dundas hns exhibited the finest parties nboat 
town. And, though she is as vulgar as she is 
rich, somehow every body goes to see lier; wbelh 
er in compiimont to their own -taite, or her silver 
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. / 

fnuslms, I Aon't know, for ihere are^ialf a doz. 
on titled iaiJieft of her aoquajulance, who, to my 
certain knowledge, have not bought a hall-dres* 
this lwe!venionth. Well, how do ^ou like lady 
Dandas ? 

•1 do not like your sketch,' lepUqd Thaddeds, 
with a secret si^h, that IVoni such a ^vonmn he 
was to receive any ohligatioil. 

♦Come, don't sigh about my veracity;' inter- 
rupted sh^; *1 do asprc you, 1 should have been 
moro correct^ had I been more severe; for, she 
-is as jil-nufured as she is vulgur, and as presump- 
tuous as ignorant; in short, she is a fit mother for 
the delectable MissDundas, whose description you 
shall have in one questions. Can vou inla«»- 
ine a pedant, a snold, and a eoquolte, In one wo- 
man? If you can, you have a fortasfe of Diana 
Dnndas. She is large and ugly, arid tlwnks her- 
self delicate and luindsome; she is self-willed and 
ignorant, and believes she is wise and learned; 
for unlvippii^i she has wriggled herself in a- 
ninngst the Blue-Stockings; and, to sum up all, shfl 
is the most malicious creature breathing.' 

•My dear Maria,' cried lady 'J'inemouth, lay 
ing her hand on her arm, and uhirmcd at the ef 
feet her high coloring might have on the mind ol 
Thaddeus; *for heaven's ^ake be temperate ! ] 
never heard you so unbecomingly harsh in my lifo.' 

Miss Eg^rton peeped arcl:*y in her face. 

•Are you serious, lady Tineuiouth.' You know 
I would not look unbecoming in your eyes. Come, 
tbake hands with ine, uiki 1 wiii uo tiiore merwt- 

Vol. L— 18. 
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fal to the gentle Eophemia, for I intend that Mr. 
Constantine shall be her lover. Won't you?* cri- 
ed she, resigning her ladyship's hand. Tbaddeu 
shook his head. *I dont' understand your lord 
Burleigh nods ; answer mo in words, when I have 
finished ; for I an) sure yon will immediately un- 
clasp your heart to receive the sweet creature. 
She is so tiny, and so pretty, that I never see her 
without thinking of some gay little trinket, aU over 
prccius stones. Her eyes are too diamond sparks, 
melted into lustre; and her teeth, seed pearl, ly- 
ing between rubies. So much for the casket; bat 
,for the quality of the jewel within, I leave yon to 
» make the discovery.* 

Miss Egerton having run herself out of breath, 
suddenly stopped. Tbaddeus seeing that be was 
called on to say something, made an answer that 
only drew upon him a new volley of raillery; 
which she continued, with very Ihtie intermition, 
till the party separated for the night 

Now that the connt thought hitittelf secure of 
the means of payment, he sent the next day to 
consult a physician respecting the situation of the 
general. When Dr. CaVendish had seen and o 
versed with the vpnerable Butzou, he gave it at 
opinina that the malady had origmated in grief. 

*I can too well suppose tluit,* replied 
dcus. 

*Then,' rejoined the physician, •! fear, 
that unless I know something of its nature, 
visits will prove almoA useless.' 

The count remained aiieot The doctor re 
od- 
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"I^al! he grieved if his sorrows be of a com- 
plexion so secret, ns not to be trusted to a man of 
•lonor; for in these cases, without we have some 
Knowledge of the springs of the madness, we lose 
much tune, and perhaps entirelv fail of n cure. 
Oar dis.:iphne is addressed both to the body and 
mmd of the patient.' ^. 

Thaddeos perceived the necessity of compliance, 
and did so without any farther hesitation. 

Mhe calamities, sir, which haiVe occasioned 
the derangement of my fri*.nd, need not be any 
secret; too many liave shaic-l them with him : 
i» sorrows have been public ones. You most 
learn by his langua^re. Dr. Cavendish, that he is 
a foreigner and a soldier; he held the rank of^nn- 
enil in the king of Poland's service. Since the 
period in which his country fell, and he followed 
nite to Engl;.nd, his wandering senses have ap- 
proximated to what you see.* 

I>r. Cavendish paused for a moment, before he 
answered the count; then fixing his eyes on the 
veteran, who was sitting at the other end of ihe 
room, busily forming the model of u fortified 
toivn, he said — 

•All we can do, at present, sir, is to permit 
him lo follow his schemes wiilwut contradiction, 
loeanwhile strengthening his system with appropri- 
ale medicines, and lulling it's irritation bv genile 
opiateM. We must procet-d cauliouslv; and 1 trust 
in heaven ihat success will crown us iit last.* 

When the doctor had written his pre.-crip!ion, 
and was preparing to go, 'I'haddeus oflercd him 
luiifee; bat the good Cavendish taking the hand 
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that presented k, and- closing it on the gninet, 
*No my dear sir/ s;iid he, *real patriotLstn in ton 
rnucii the idol of iiiy heart, to allow me to receive 
payment when 1 beliuld her face. Suffei* me, Mr. 
Constantino, to visit you and your brave friend ns 
a friend^ or I never come again.' 

*Sir, this gcnerou.s conduct to strangeis — * 
'Generous to myself, Mr. Consiantine, and 
not to fitrnngerir; I c:mnot consider >ou as 
snrh; for men who devote themselves to their 
country* 'I! lUst find a brotlter in everj hotie!<t 
breast. 1 will not hear of oqr meeting on any 
other terms.' ^ 

'J'haddiius could not immediately ft)rni a rqily 
adequate to the sentiment which the g.merosity nnd 

f>hilantln-opy of the doctor had awatxened. \Vhil:<t 
le stoi^d incaiKibie of speaJiirig, Cavendisii, with 
one glance of nis penetrating eye, deciphered hU 
countenance; and giving liimu friendly shake by 
the hand, disiippeared. 

The Count now took up his hat; and nnnsing 
all the way as he went, on the unexpected scenes 
we meet in life; disappointment wherewe expected 
kindn^s, and friendship where no hope could 
arise; lie arrived attnc door of lady -Dundas, in 
Hariey-srrcet 

He was immediately let in, and with much cer- 
emony ushfred into a Fplendid library, where i 
ne remained in expectation of the arrival of his pu- 
pils. Belore ihey entered they aliuwed him suf- 
ficient tune to examine its costly furniiore; iu ! 
»li*tering book-r:uses, bird Ct'iges, globes> and I 
ending stands, all shinufig with inirnished gilding; 
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its planter casts of the nine niui>es, which flood in 
nine recesses uboot the room, drapcred with bine* 
net, looped up wich nrtificial wsbs: and on ench 
sidv of ii fine cut-steal Runiford Stove, were phic 
cd, on snnderswood pedestals, two five feet statues 
of Apollo and Minerva. 

'i haddeus had twice walked round these fiTppo 
ries of learning, when the iloor opened, and Indy 
Dnndax, dressed in a morning wrapper made ol 
Imlinn shawls, swam Into the apartment. Shr 
neither bowed nor curtisied to tho count, who waf 
standing when she entered, but looking at him 
, from head to foot, s:tid, as she passed, *So you 
are come;' and ringing the bell, called to the 
servant, in no very soft tones, *Tell Miss Uundas, 
the person that lady 1'inemouth spoke of is here.' 

Her ladyship then sat down close to the fire, in 
one of the little gilded chairs, leaving 'I'haddeus 
Rtill standing on the spot where he had bowed at 
her entrance. 

*You may sit down,' cried she, not deigning 
to look at him, and stirring the fire; 'for my 
'iaughterniay not choose to come this half hour.' 

'I prefer standing, replied the count, who could 
have laughed at the accuracy of Miss Fgertim' 
picture, had he not prognosticated many disagree* 
ables to himself, from the ill-manners of which 
this was a specimen. 

Lady Dundaa took no farther notice of him. 
Turning from her bloated countenance, (which 
pride, as well as high-eating, had swoln from 
n'Ci;;uiess to deformity,) be walked to a window 
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till the door wns again opened, antl two Udiei 
made their nppearunce. 

*Mii§ Diindus/ cried her hidyship, *here 14 tl^ 
yoang man who is to tench you German.* 

Thnddens bowed; the younger of the ladiet 
cnrtisied and »o did the other, not forgetting to 
nccoiiipnny mich oondesceneion with a tosj «)f the 
head, limt the effect of oodiie humility tuight be 
done nway. 

Whilst a nervant was setting chaici round the 
table, on which was painted the jodgiiienl of Her 
cnle«, lady Dnndas again opened her lips. 

♦Pray, Mr. Thingumbob, have yon broiulit 
any grammars, and pnuiers, and ' dictionaries, 
and Hvntaxcs with you?' 

Before ho had tunc to reply to her Indysfatp in 
the neg:itive, Miss Dundas with a frown inter 
rupted her mother. 

4 wish, madam, you would leave the arrange- 
ment of my studies ti myself. Docs your lady* 
Kliip think that we would l«^arn out of* any book 
which had been touched by other people ' 
Thornas,* oried she to a servant, *tend Stevens 
hero.' 

Thaddeos silently contemplated this strmige 
mother and daughter, whilst the pretty Eopbetina 
ftaid the same compliment to him. Bonne his 
May he only ventured to look once at her syTphid 
fijEuro. 1'here was an unreeeding lomctbuig in 
her liquid blue eyes, when ho chanced to ueeC 
hem« wluch displeased him ; and ht laWt tfant 
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from the instant she entered the room, she had 
never ceased stariog in his face. 

He was a little relieved by the maid's patting 
the books on the table; and Miss Dundas taking 
a seat, desired him to sit down by her, and arrange 
the lessons. Lady Dnndas was drawing to the 
other side of th^ count, when Euphemia, sudden- 
ly whisking round, pushed before her mother, and 
a'^taaliy elbowed her out, with this exclamation— . 

*Doar mamma ! you don't want to learn !' 
and she squeezed herself upon the edge of her 
mother's chair; who, very angrily, getting up, 
declared that rudeness to a parent, was intolera- 
ble from such well-bred young women; and lefl 
the room. 

Euphen ia blushed at tnis reproof, more than 
at her conduct; and Miss Dundas added to her 
confusion', by giving her a second reprimand. 
Thaddeus, who pitied the evident embarrassment 
of the little beauty, to relieve her, , presented to 
her the page in the German grammar with which 
they were to begin. This had the desired effect, 
and for an hnur and an half they prosecuted their 
studies with close attention. 

Whilst the count continued his directions to her 
sister, and then ta^ed his address to herself, Miss 
Eupbeipb, wholly unseen by him, with a bent 
h«ad, was aflfecting to hear him, though at the 
same time she looked obliquely through her thick 
fiaxen ringlets; and gazing with wonder and nd« 
miration on his face, as it inclined towards her, 
t$id to herfelf» *If this man were a gentleman 1 
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should think him the most charming creature io 
the yvorld.' 

*»\\iil xoi^rtas'c be too long, madam?' inqnir- 
ed Thiidiieii.*, *will it give vou any inronvcnieuce 
to reiiteiiiher?* 

^'Vo reineiiiher what?' asked she, for in fmlh 
she had neither seen what he had been {Minting at, 
nor heard what he had said aliout it. 

*'J'iic lesson, iiiadain, that I have been propo- 
sing.' 

*Shew it to me again, and then I shall be & 
better judge.' 

lie did as he was desired; and was taking hb 
leave, when she called nfier him, 

*Pray, Mr. Constantiue, come to-morrow at 
two, I want you particularly.' 

The count bowed, and withdrew. 

•And what do you want with him to-morrow, 
child,' asked Miss Pundas, *yon are not accos- 
toiiied to be so fond of hnproventcnt.' 

Euphemia knew very well what she was nccos- 
toii.ed to be fond of; but n<it choosing to let her 
austere Rister into her predilection for the contem- 
plation oP superior beauty, she merely answered, 
*you know, Diana, that you often reproach m^ 
for iriy absurd devotion to novel reading, and my 
repugnance to graver books; now I want at once 
to be lik^ you, a woman of srcaf erudition; and, 
for that purpose, I will study day and nijsht at the 
Gennap, till I can read all *th^ philosophers, and 
be a fit companion for my sister.* 

This speech from Eopheinia, (who had always 
been so d9Plare<i ftP enemy to psdantry, as to af« 
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Ann that the meiely learnt German, hecaute h 
was the fashion,) would Iwve awakpned Mis.-* Dun- 
das to some suspicion of a covert design, had f*ho 
not been in the habit of taking down sucli large 
draagiits of udulntion, that where herself wan the 
subject of cnconiiutn she gave it full confidence. 
Euiihenita, who seldom administered these doses 
but to serve particular views, seeing, 'n the pres- 
ent case, that a lh,tle flattery was necessary, felt 
no compunction in sacrificing sincerity to the grat- 
ification of caprice. Weak of onderstsnding, she 
had fed on works of imagination, till hor iviincl 
loathed all other kinds of food. Not contmt 
with devouring the elegant pages of Uurny, 
Smith and Gunning, »he had flown with vornoinus 
L^ppetite to sate herself on the *gnrbage* of any 
circulating library that fell in her way. 

l^e etfects of such a taste, were toon exhibited 
in her manners. Being very pretty, she becanjd 
very sentimental. She dre.^ed like a wood nymph; 
and talked, as if her soul wero made up of love 
and sorrow : though neither of these emotions sh^ 
knew by experience, nevertheless, she was cvertho 
victim of some ill-fated passion; at least she fiin- 
cied herself, at different periods, in love with all 
the fisie men about town. 

By this Hianagement, she kept faithful to her 
favorite principle, that Move was a want of her 
soul I* As it was a rule of h?r life, it ever trem- 
bled on her tongue; ever introduced the confcs* 
sion of any new attachment, which usually hap- 
pened three times a vear, to her dear friend. Miss 
Arabella Rothak Fortunately for \hp longevity 
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of tbeir ipotnal friendship, owing to the compaU 
sion of an old uncle, thtfl young lady lived in aa 
anceint house, forty miles to the north of Lon- 
don. 'J'his latter circumstance proved a pretty 
distrefit for their pens to descant on, and Ara*bella 
remained a most charming sentimental writing 
Rtock, to receive the catalogue if Miss Eophe- 
mia*8 lovers; indeed, that gentle creature might 
havo matched every lady in CowIey^s calender 
with a gentleman. Every throb of her heart 
could have acknoweledged a diflforent master. 
Fir<ii, the fashionable sloven, Augustus Somers, 
lounged and sauntered himself into her gooil gra- 
ces; but his dishevelled hair, soiled linen, ant} dir- 
ty great coat, not exactly meeting her ides of an 
elegant lever 'she gave him up at the end of three 
weeks. The next object that her eyes fell on, as 
n^iost Opposite to her former fancy, was the charm- 
ing marquis of Fnverary. But here oil her ar- 
rows failed, for she; never could extract more than 
a how d*ye do ? from him, through the lonj; lapse 
of four months; during which time she continued 
as cunsUint to his fine figure, and her own folly, 
as could have fallen tu the lot of any poorHespiiir- 
ing damsel. However, my lord was so cruel, co 
perfidious as to allow several opportunities to pass 
iti which he might have declared his passion; and 
she told Arabella, in a letter of six sheets, that 
vhe would bear it no looser. 

She put this wise resolution in practice, and had 
ilready played the same game whh half^ a score, 
(the last of' whom whm u young baronet, who, 
iaving jtut skated buusclf into her heart, she was 
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forming daily parties to soe on the Serpentine,) 
wliQn '1 huddeos iiiade his appearance before her. 

The moment she fixed her eyes on him, her in- 
flammable imagination was set in a blaze She 
forgot his 8pp:irent subordinate quality in the no- 
bleness of his figure; and once or twic9, that eve- 
ning, %vhilsi she was flitting about the sparkling 
cynosaro of the dutches of Orkney's niasquerade, 
her thoughts hovered ever the haudFome foreign- 
er. 

She viewed the sonject hrst one way nna then 
another, and in her ever-varung itiind, *he was 
eveiy thing by turns, and nothing long;' but at length 
she argued herself into a belief that he must he u 
man of rank from some of the Gem an courts, 
who having seen her somewhere unknown to her- 
self, had fallen in love, and persuaded lady Tine- 
mouth to introduce him as a language master to 
her family, that he might be enabled to appre- 
ciate properly _the disinterestedness- of her disposi- 
tbn. 

Hiis wild idea having onco gotten into her 
head, received instant credence. She resolved, 
without seeming to sufpect it, to treat him as his 
quality deserveti, and to deliver sentiments in his 
hearing, that should charm him whh her gcnerosi- 
1y and dilicacy. 

' With tliese'chimeras Coating in her brain, she 
returned home, went to bed, and dreauied that 
Mr. Constantine had turned out to be Mim$eur, 
had ofli'red her his hand, and tliat she was con- 
ducted to the alter by a train of prbcet aiidpriii* 
ccsste, hit brQtbert mtotcii. 

Digitized by Google 



St 




by Google 



THADDBVfiOr Wi:RBAW 2S5 



CHAPTER SVT 

Thk following day at noon, as the count Sobi- 
oaki was crossing over Cavendifh'isquare to Ue^p 
hU appointment in Hurley-street, he was met by 
lady Sara Roos. She hnc^ppoko with the Mi#.«es 
Duiidns the night before, at the masquerade, 
when; she discovered the preMy Euphemia through 
the dress of Eloisa, and her jealous and incensed 
heart could not withstand the tentptation of liint- 
in^ at tho caplivatiug Ahelar^i she lutd elected to di- 
rect her stutlies. Her ladyship soon penetrated in- 
to the situation of Euphemia's heated fancy, and 
drew from her, without betraying heiself, that she 
expected to see her master ilie following day. La- 
dv Sam, stung to the soul, immediately quilted 
llie rooms, and, in a paroxysm of disappoint- 
ment, determined to throw herself in his way as 
he went to their house. 

With this hope she had already been traversi/ig 
the square upwards ef an hour, when her anxious 
eye at last caught a view of his 6gure, proceeding 
aiong Margaret-street. Hardly able to support 
her tottering fram^, shaken as it was with . many 
contending emotions, she acosted him first; for 
he was piissing straight onwards, without looking 
\o the right or the left. On seeing her ladyship, 
ho stopped, and expressed his pleasure at the meet* 
irig. 

^Ifyoo really are ploaied to me6t me/ aaid 8be« 
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forcing a ninile, Hake a turn with me round the 
gqunre. I want to speak with yon.' 

Thaddeus bowed, and her ladyship pot her arm 
through his, but remained silent for a few min 
mes, in evident confusion. The count recollected 
that it must now be quite two. He felt the awk 
wardness of making the Misses Dundas wait. 
and, notwithstafiding his reluctance to appear i.-n- 
patient with lady Sara, be found himself obliged la 
say, 

• *[ am sorry that I must urge your ladyship to 
honor me with your commands, f%)r it is already 
nnst the time, when I ought to have been with thu 
Mioses Dundas. 

*Yes,' cried lady Sara, angrily, 'Hiss Euphe- 
ttiid told me as much; but, Mr Constantine, as 
a friend, I must warn you against her art«, an 
well an those of another lady, who would do %vell 
to correct the biildness of her manner.* 

'Who do you mean, madam?' interrogntcd 
Thaddeus, surprised at her warmth, and totally 
at a loss to conjecture to whom she alluded. 

*A little reflection would answer yon,' returned 
she, wishing to retreat from an explanation, yut 
stimulated by her double jealousy to proceed; 
*<«he may be a good girl, Mr. Coni;tantine; aim 
I dare say she is; but a woman that haii promised 
her hand to another, ought not to flirt with yuu. 
What husine:«s had Misn Egerton to command yoji 
to wear an English dress? But she' must now sed 
the danger of your conduct, by your having pre- 
sumed to obey. her.' 

*Lady Sara' !' exclaimed the count, much hort 
at thiji speech, *I hardly understand yea; yet I 
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believe I may ventare to affirn^, that in all which 
yoa have just now sai^d, you are mistaken. Who 
can witness the general frankness of Miss Egerton, 
or listen to the candid manner with which she 
avows her attachment to Mr. Montresor, and con- 
ceive that she possesses any thoughts that would 
not do her honor to reveal? And for myself/ 
added he, lowering the tone of his voice, 'I trust 
the least of my faults is presumption. It never 
was my character to presume on any lady's con- 
descension; and if drfissing as she desired, bo 
deemed an instance of that kind, I can, declare 
upon my word, that had I not felt otlier motives 
besides her raillery, my appearance should not 
have suffered. any change.' 

*Are you sincere, Mr. Constantine?* cried la- 
dy Sara, now smiling with pleasure. 

'Indeed I am; and happy, if my explanation 
have met with your ladyship*:^ approbation.* 

*Mr« Constantine,* resumed she, *I ^ave no 
motive but one, in my discourse with you; friend- 
ship.' And casting her eyes down, she sighed 
profoundly. 

*Yonr ladyship does me honor. 

*I would have yon regard me with the con(i- 
dence that yon pay lady Tinemnuth. My ftither 
possesses the first patronage in this country ; there- 
fore, I have it a thousand times more in my pow- 
er tlian she has, to render you a. service.' 

Here her Jndvship overshot herself: she had not 
calculated well on tlie nature of the mind that she 
ivi^hed to ensnare. 

•I am grateful to yonr generosity, replied Thnd- 
deos, *bat on this bead 1 miul deciine your kind 

Digitized by G00<: ' 



23S TSACDcrs cf vassjlw. 

L a* Si.:a c:i»ii?* i-" i- Jar ertw ii.*^ wt ' iWBiL he 
*S», ii>^5 Ssa ; £ k -1:1 haaar &r heinatt fiv 

L. f JLf 'I *.;3: BL'C !.«," 



'i Lxt%z rmMT U.i-* 3." n^ mA t^ omnc ^ 

Ci> >> t*e I LIT »-tti '»'t-««'jL' 

-H«*-' i.-i^ Li :* >v^. rrt:*«r Ian* eign'M, 

ibr oC't^ C-' -:i=r- cjauwase- " a li^ne ait iocshk 

Digitized by Google 




TBADDBUS OP WARSAW. 688 

Lady Sara was satisfied with the first part of 
this answer. It declared his heart unoccupied; 
and as he had admitted her professed friendship, she 
doubted not, but that when assisted by more fre- 
quent displays of her fascinations, she could destroy 
his lambent nature, and in the end light up in his 
bosom a similar fire to that which consunned her 
own. 

The almost unconscious object of all these de- 
sires, began internally to accuse his vanity of being 
too fanciful in the formation of suspicions, which, 
on a former occasion, he had believed him- 
self forced to receive ; and, blushing at a quickness 
of perception that his contrition denominated a 
weakness, he found himself at the bottom of Harley 
atreet. 

Lady Sara called her servant, to walk nearer to 
her, and, telling Thaddeus, she should expect to 
meet him the next evening at Lady Tincmouth's, 
wished him a good morning. 

He was certain that he must have staid at least 
half an hour beyond the time when he had promised 
to be with the sisters. Anticipating very haughty 
looks, and perhaps a reprimand, he knocked at the 
door, and was again shown into the library. Miss 
Euphemia was sittmg alone. 

The Count offered some indistinct ezcose for 
having made her wait, but Euphemia, with good 
humoured alacrity interrupt-ed him. 

" O pray dont mind ; you have made nobody 
wait but me, and I can easily ibrgivo it ; ibr mam- 
ma ftnd my sister chose to go out at one, it being 
Hay-day, td see the chimne j-swoepers dine at Mrs 

Vol. I.— 19. 
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Montague*s. They did as they liked ; ind I pre- 
ferred staying at home to repeat my lesson." 

Tbaddeus thanked her for her indulgence, sat 
down, and taking the book, began to question her. 
Not one word could she recollect. She smiled. 

" I am afraid, madam you have never thought of 
it since yesterday morning !" 

" Indeed I have thought of nothing else ; ^ou 
must forgive me, I am very stupid Mr. Constantme, 
at learning languages, and German is so harsh at 
least to my ears ! Cannot you teach nie any 
other thing 1 I should like to learn of you aU 
things, but do think of something else besidos this 
odious jargon ! Cannot you teach me how to read 
poetry elegantly 1 Shakespeare, for instance ; I 
doat upon Shakespeare !" 

*• That would be strange presumption in a for- 
eigner." 

** No presumption in the least," cried she ; " if you 
can do it pray begin ! There is Romeo and Juliet." 

Thaddeus pushed away the book with a smile, 

*' I cannot do it. I understand him with as much 
ease, as you. Madam, will Boon do German, if you 
apply ! but I cannot pretend to read him aloud." 

"Dear me, how vexatious ! — But I must hear 
you read something. Do take up that Werter. — 
My sister got it from the Prussian ambassador, and 
he tells me it is sweetest in its own language*" 

The Count opened the book. ** But you will 
not understand a word of it." 

,"I don't care for that ; I have it by heart in 
£nglish, and if you will only read his last letter to 
Charlotte, I know I can follow you in my own 
mind*" 
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To please this whimsical little creature, Thad- 
deus turned to the letter, and read it forward with 
a pathos that was natural to his voice and charac- 
ter. When he came to an end, and closed the 
volume, the cadence of his tones, and the lady's 
memory, did ample justice to her sensibility.— 
She looked up, and smiling through her watery 
eyes, which glittered like violets wet with dew, she 
drew out her perfumed handkerchief, and wiping 
them, said :. 

" I thank you Mr. Constantine. You sec, by this 
irrepressible emotion, that I can feel Goethe, and 
did not ask you a vain favour." 

Thaddous bowed for he was at a loss, as to what 
kind of a reply could be expected by such a strange 
creature. 

She continued : 

** You are a German Mr. Constantine. Did you 
ever see Charlotte 1" 

** Never Madam." 

'* I am sorry for that ; I should have liked to 
have heard what sort of a beauty she was. But don't 
you think she behaved cruel to Werter 1 Perhaps 
you know himl" 

'* No Madam ; this lamentable story happened be- 
fore I was bom." 

" How unhappy for him ! I am sure you would 
have made the most Charming friends in the world ! 
Have you a friend, Mr. Constantino. 

The Count looked at her with surprise. She 
laughed at the expression of his countenance. 

*' 1 don't mean such friends as one's father, moth- 
«r and relations « most people have enough of theai. 
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I mean a tender confiding friend, to whom you nn- 
bosom all your secrets ; who is your other self, a 
second soul ! In short a creature in whose exist- 
ence you forget your own V* 

Thaddcus followed with his eyes the hightened 
colour of the fair enthusiast ; who, accompanying . 
her rhapsody with action expressive as her words, 
had to repeat her question, " have you such a friend,?'^ 
before he found recollection to answer her in the 
neffative. 

The Count, who had never been used to such ex- 
travagant behaviour in a woman, would have regard- 
ed Miss Euphemia Dundas as little better than 
insane, had he not been prepared by Miss Egerton's 
description ; and he now acquiesced in her desire, 
to detain him another hour ; half aroused, and half 
wearied with her aimless and wild fancies. But 
here he was mistaken, her fancies were not aimless ; 
his heart was the game that she had in view and 
she determined that a desperate attack should make 
it hers, in return for the deep wounds which she had 
received from every tone of his voice, whilst read- 
mgthe Sorrows of Werter. 

Thaddeus spent near a fortnight in the constant 
exercise of his occupations. In the roomings, till 
two, he prepared those drawings, by the sale of 
which, he was empowered to pay the good Mrs. 
Kobson, for the care of his friend. And he hoped, 
that when the ladies in Herley-street should think 
it time to defray any part of their now large debt to 
him, he might be enabled to liquidate the very long 
bill of his friend's apothecary. But the Misses 
Dundafl poaaoeaed too mocb money to think qfiia 
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Utility ; they used it as counters ; for they had no 
conception, that to other people, it became the 
source of almost every comfort. Their comforts 
came so certainly, that they supposed they grew of 
necessity out of their situation ; and, that their 
great wealth owned no other commission, than to 
give splendid parties and buy fine things. — Their 
golden showers being exhaled by the same power 
of vanity by which it had been shed, they as little 
regarded its dispersion as they had marked its source. 

Hence, these amiable ladies never once recollec- 
ted that their master ought to receive some weigh- 
tier remuneration for his visits, than the honour of 
paying them ; and as poets tell that all honours 
are achieved by much hardihood, so these two sis- 
ters, though in different ways, seemed resolved that 
Thaddeus should purchase his distinction with ade- 
quate pains. 

Notwithstanding, Miss Dundas continued very re- 
miss in her lessons, she, unrelentingly, required the 
Count's attendance ; and, sometimes not in the 
most gentle language, reproached him for a back- 
wardness, which she owed entirely to her own inat- 
tention and stupidity. The fair Diana would havo 
been the most learned woman in the world, could 
she have found any fine lady path to the temple of 
science ; but the goddess who presides there, being 
only to be won by arduous climbing, poor Miss 
Dundas, like the indolent monarch that made the 
same demand on the philosophers, was obliged to 
lay the fault of her own slippery feet to the weak- 
ness of her conductors. 

As Thaddeus despised her most heartily, he bore 
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ill humour from that quarter with perfect equanim- 
ity. But the pretty Euphemia was not so easily 
managed ; she had now completely given up her 
fancied soul to this prince in disguise ; and already 
began to act a thousand extravagancies — Diana, 
without suspecting the object, soon discovered that 
she was in one of her love fits. Indeed she cared 
nothing about it ; and leaving her to pursue the 
passion as she liked, poor Euphemia, according to 
ner custom when labouring under this whimsical 
malady, addicted herself to solitude. This romantic 
taste she generally indulged, by taking her footman 
to the gate of the green in Cavendish Square, where 
he stood till she had performed a pensive saunter 
up and down the walk. After this she returned, 
adjusted her hair in the Madona fashion, because 
the Count had one day admired the female head in 
a holy family, by Guido, over the chimney-piece ; 
then, seating herself in some becoming attitude, 
usually waited, with her eyes constantly turned to 
the door, till the object of all theTse pains presented 
himself. She impatiently watched all his motions 
and looks, whilst he attended to her sister ; and the 
moment he was done, ran over her own lessons with 
greater volubility than clearness. This finished, 
she shut the books, and employed the remainder of 
the time in translating a number of little mottos into 
German, which she had composed for boxes, bask- 
ets, and other frippery. 

One day, when the Count, as usual, was tired to 
death with making decent sense out of so much 
nonsense ; Euphemia, observing that Diana was at 
the other end of the room with the honourable Mr. 
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Lascelles, (for Miss Dundas, to give an oclat to her 
now studies, had lately opened her library door to 
morning visitors,) thought that she might do what 
she wished without detection ; and, hastily drawing a 
folded paper from her pocket, she desired Thaddeus 
to take it home and translate it into what language 
he liked. 

The Count surprised at her manner, held it in his 
hand. 

" Put it in your pocket," added she, in a hurrying 
voice, " else my sister will see it, and ask what it is !'' 

Thaddeus, full of wonder, obeyed her ; and the 
little beauty, having executed her scheme, seemed 
quite intoxicated with delight. When he was pre- 
paring to withdraw, she called to him, and asked 
him when ho should see lady Tinemouth. 

*' This evening. Madam." 

** Then," returned she, *' tell her ladyship that I 
shall come and sit half an hour with her to-night ; 
and here," added she, running up to him, " present 
her that rose, with my love." Whilst she put it in- 
to his hand, she whispered with a low voice : " and 
vou will tell me what you think of those verses I 
have given yoii 1" 

Thaddens blushed, and bowed. He hunied out 
of the house into the street, as if by that means he 
could altogether have gotten out of a dilemma to 
which he feared all this foolish mystery of Euphe- 
mia was only the introduction. 

Though the Count Sobieski was of all men in the 
world, perhaps the least inclined to vanity : yet he 
must have been also the most stupid, if he had' not 
been convinced by this time, of the criminal attach- 
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ment of Lady Sara. Added to this disagree^ite 
certainty, he more than half dreaded a similar foUjr 
in Miss Euphemia. 

Can a man see himself the daily object of a pair 
of melting eyes ; her everlasting sighs at his en- 
trance and dej>arture ; day after day, receive tender 
though covert addresses, about disinterested love ; 
can he witness all this and be sincere, when he af- 
firms, that it is the language of indifference ? If 
that be possible, the Count Sobieskt has no preten- 
sions to modesty. He comprehended the discour- 
sing of Miss Euphemia^s * €y£,' also the tendency of 
the love-sick mottos which, under various excuses, 
she put into his hand; and with many a smiley 
mixed with pity, he contemplated her childish ab- 
surdity. 

A few days prior to that, in which she made this 
appointment with the Count, she presented to him 
another of l>cr devices, which ran thus : — ** Fright- 
ened love, like a wild beast, shakes the wood in 
which it hides." 

Thaddeus nearly laughed at the oddity of this 
conceit. 

" Do dear Mr. Constantino," cried she, " trans- 
late it into the sweetest French you can, for I mean 
to have it put into a medallion, and give it to the per- 
son I most value on earth !" 

There was something so truly ridiculous in the 
sentence, that he felt reluctant to allow even Miss 
Euphemia to expose herself so far ; and consider- 
ing a moment how he should make any thinjr so bad 
better, he said, " I am afraid I cannot translate it 
Hterally ; but surely, madam, you can do it yourself !^ 
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" Yes, but I like yoar French better than mine ! 
80 set about it.'' 

He had done the same kind of thing a hundred 
times, and, without further parley, wrote as follows : 

" L^amour, tel qu^unc biche blessee, sc trahit 
lui roeme par sa crainte, qui, fait remuer le feuillage 
qui le couvre.'* 

" Bless me how pretty !" cried she, and imme- 
diately put it into her bosom. 

To this unlucky addition of the words se trahit 
lui meme, Thaddeus was indebted for the present of 
the folded paper. The ever working imagination of 
Euphemia, in a moment seized the inserted thought 
as a delicate avowal, that he was the wounded deer 
which he had substituted in the place of the wild 
boast ; and as soon as he arrived at home, he found 
the effect of bis mistake, in the packet which she 
had given him with so much secrecy. 

When he broke the seal, something dropped out 
and fell on the carpet. He took it up and blushed 
like scarlet, on finding a gold medallion, with the 
words that he had altered for Miss Euphemia, en- 
graved on blue enamel. With an agitated hand, ho 
next looked at the envelope ; it contained a copy 
of verses, with this line written at the' top. 

** To him who will apply them.** 

On perusing farther, he found them to be Mr. 
Addison's beautiful translation of that ode of Sappho 
which runs : 
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" Blest as the imm&rtal Gods is he 
" The youth ibho fortMy sits by thee^ 
" And hears and sees thee all the while, 
" Softly speak and sweetly smile. 

" ^Twas this deprived my soul of rest, 
" And raised such tumults in my breast, 
" Far while I gazed in transport tost, 
*' My breath teas gont, my voice was lost. 

*' My bosom glowed ; the subtle flame 
" Kan quick through all my mortal frame ! 
♦* O'er my dim eyes a darkness hung ; 
" My ears with hollow murmurs rung. 

** In dewy damps my limhs were chiWd ; 
** My blood with gentle hqrrors thrilPd ! 
" My feeble pulse forgot to play, 
'* I fainted, sunk, aiiid dVd away V* 

^^EUPHEMIA." 

. Thaddeus threw both them and the medallion to- 
gether on the table, and sat for a few minutes, con- 
sidering how he should extricate himself from an 
affair so truly farcical. 

He was thinking of at once giving up the task of 
attending either of the sisters, when his eyes falling 
on the uncomplaining but melancholy features of 
his poor friend, he exclaimed, "no for thy sake, 
gallant Butzou, I will brave every scene howeTcr 
repugnant to my feelings !" 

Well aware from observatioh on Miss Euphemia, 
that the seeming tenderness, which had prompted 
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an act so wild and unbecoming, originated in mere 
caprice, he felt no hesitation in determining to return 
the things in as handsome a manner as possible, and 
by so doing at once crush the whole affair. He ex- 
perienced no pain when forming these resolves ; be- 
cause he saw that not one impulse of her conduct 
had any thing to do with her heart. It was a whim 
lit up by him to day, which might be extinguished 
by another to morrow. 

But how different was the case with regard to 
Lady Sara ! her uncontrolled nature could not long 
brook the restraints of friendship. Every attention 
that he gare to Lady Tinemouth, every civility that 
he paid to Miss Egerton, or to any other lady whom 
he met at the Countess's went like a dagger to her 
soul ; and whenever she could gain his ear in pri- 
vate, she generally made him sensible of her misery, 
and his own uuhappiness in being its cause, by re- 
proaches which too unequivocally proclaimed their 
source. 

He now saw that her ladyship had given way to 
a dangerous and headstrong passion : and, allowing 
for the politeness which is due from his sex, he tried 
by an appearance of the most stubborn coldness, and 
obstinate perversity, in shutting his apprehension 
against all her speeches and actions, to stem a tide 
that threatened her with the loss of peacQ. 

Lady Tinemouth at last began to open her eyes 
to the perilous situation of both her friends. High- 
ly as she esteemed Thaddeus she knew not the ex- 
tent of his integrity. 

She had lived too long about the court of Britain, 
and seen too many from the courts of the continent. 
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to place much reliance on the honor of a single and 
unattached young man, when assailed by rank, 
beauty and love. 

Alarmed at what might be the result of her ob- 
servations, and fearing to lose any time, she had that 
very evening, in which she expected the Count to 
supper, drawn out of I^ady Sara, the unhappy state 
of her heart. 

The dreadful confession was made by her lady- 
ship with repeated showers of tears, and in parox 
yums of agony, which pierced the countess to the 
soul. 

*' My dear Lady Sara," cried she, " for heaven's 
sake remember your duty to Captain Roos !** 

"I shall never fgrget it I" exclaimed her lady- 
ship, shaking her head mournfully, and striking het 
breast with her clenched hand ; " I never lo<5 od 
the face of Constantine, that I do not execrate from 
my heart, the vows which I have sworn to him ; 
but I have bound myself his property ; and though 
I hate him, whatever it may cost me, I will nevei 
forget that my faith and honor are my husband's." 

Xjady Tincmouth, with a countenance bathed in 
tears, put her arms around the waist of Lady San, 
who now sat motionless, with her eyes fixed on tlw 
fire. 

** Dear Lady Sara ! that was spoken like yois^ 
self Do more abstain from seeing Mr. Constan- 
tine.'* 

"Don't ask me that!" cried her ladyship,**! 
could easier rid myself of existence. He is the 
very essence of my happiness. It is pnly in his 
company, that I forget I am a wj^etch." 
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«• This is obstinacy, my dear Lady Sara ! This 
is courting danger." 

*• Lady Tinemouth, urge me no more on the sub- 
ject. Is it not enough." continued she, sullenly, 
** that I am mberable I Would you drive me to 
desperation 1 If there be danger you brought me 
into it." 

•* I !" 

" Yes, you, Lady Tinemouth ; you introduced 
him to me." 

*' But you are married. Handsome, and amiable 
as he is, could I suppose — " 

** Nonsense !" cried her ladyship, interrupting her, 
•* you know that 1 am married to a mere fool ! But 
it is not because Cotistantine is handsome that I like 
him. No, though no human form can come nearer 
perfection, yet it was not that : it was you. You, 
and Maria Egerton were always telling me of his 
bravery, what wealth and honors he had sacrifice:] 
in the service of his country ; how nobly he suc- 
coured the distresses of others ; how heedless ho 
was of his own. " This tired my imagination, and 
won my heart. No, it was not his beauty ; I am 
not so despicable !" 

" Dear Lady Sara, becalm !" entreated her lady- 
ship, completely at a loss how to manage a spirit, 
whose violence exceeded her co.iception ; ** Think, 
my dear friend, what horrors you would experience 
if Mr. Constantine were to discover this pre.iilectioa 
of yours, and presume upon it ; You know where 
even the best of men aro vulnerable. 

The ej^es of Lady Sara i parklod with pleMure at 
the fiinaise of the conntMs'e^ 
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"Why, surely, Lady Sara I" exclaimed Lady 
Tinemouth doubtingly. 

" Don't fear me Lady Tinemouth ; I know- my 
own dignity too well to do any thing disgraceful ; 
yet I would acquire the knowledge that he u>ves me, 
at almost any price. But he is cold," added she, 
sinking again into despondence, " he is a piece of 
obstinate petrifaction which heaven itself could not 
melt !" 

Lady Tinemouth was glad to hear this account 
of Thaddeus. She began to take a little confidence 
from his side, just as the drawing-room door open- 
ed and Miss Euphemia Dundas was announced. 

Lady Sara gave the little beauty such a withering 
look, when she expressed her amazement at not 
seeing Mr. Constantine, who was to have apprised 
the countess of her intended visit, that, had her 
ladyship's eyes been Medusean for that moment, 
poor Euphemia would ever after have represented 
a stone statute of disappointment. 

Meanwhile, the Count having seen Dr. Caven- 
dish, and received a favorable opinion of his friend, 
wrote the following note to Miss Euphemia, and 
arranged his dress, before he proceeded to Gros- 
venor Place. 

"To Miss Euphemia Dundas. 
" Mr. Constantine very much admires the taste of 
Miss Euphemia Dundas, in the choice of those 
verses which she did him the honor of requesting 
he would translate into the most appropriate lan- 
guage ; and he has to the utmost of his abilities, 
obeyed her commaodfi m Italian, thinking it (be 
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best adapted} both for versification and the sub- 
ject. 

" Mr. Constantino equally admires the style of 
the medallion which Miss E. Dundas condescended 
to enclose for his inspection, and assures her that 
the letters are perfectly correct." 

When the Count entered Lady Tinemouth's 
drawing-room he saw that his young enamorata had 
already arrived, and wasjn close conversation with 
the Countess. Lady Sara, now that the discovery 
was made, thought it unnecessary to put any re- 
straint on her temper before her ladyship. Seating 
herself alone on a sofa, she was inwardly upbraiding 
Constantine for what she had termed an absolute 
assignation with Euphemia, when his name was an- 
nounced. 

Her half resentful eyes, yet swimming in the tears 
her discourse with Lady Tincmouth had awakeued, 
sought his averted face, which was regarding Miss 
Dundas with a look of surprise and disgust. This 
pleased her ; and the more so as he only slightly 
bowed to her rival, shook the Countess by the hand, 
and then returning, took his station beside her on 
the sofa. 

She would not trust her triumphant eyes to wan- 
der towards Lady Tinemouth, but immediately asked 
him some trifling question. At the same moment, 
Euphemia tapped him on the arm with her fan, and 
inquired how it happened that she had arrived first. 

He answered Lady Sara. Euphemia impatiently 
repeated her demand, " how did it happen that I ar- 
rived here first V* *'l suppose madam» replied he. 
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*• because you set out first, T do not believe thai I 
am ever with Lady Tinemouth much before eight, 
and now it wants five minutes of that hoar. But : 
ha<l I been so fortunate as to have preceded you, I 
should certainly have delivered the message with 
which I was honoured. 

The evening passed off more agreeably to the 
Count than he had argued from the scene that pre- 
sented itself on his entrance. Lady Sara always 
gave him pain ; Miss Euphemia teazed him to death, 
but to-night, the storm which had agitated the breast 
of her ladyship, having subsided into thoughtfulness, 
imparted so abstracted an air to her ever loving 
countenance, that Sobieski merely to elude commu- 
nication with Euphemia, remained near her : and by 
paying those attentions, which be could not avoid, ho 
so deluded the wretched Lady Sara, as to subdue 
her melancholy, into that enchanting softness, which 
rendered her the most captivating of women. 

The only person present who did not approve the 
change, was Lady Tinemouth. At every dissolving 
smile of her Circean ladyship, she beheld the intox- 
icating cup at the lips of Thaddeus, and dreaded its 
effect. Euphemia was too busily employed repeat- 
ing some new poems, and too intensely dreaming of 
what her tutor might say on the verses and meSal- 
lion, to observe the dangerous ascendeocy which the 
superior charms of Lady Sara might acquire over 
the breast of Constantino. Indeed, she had no sus- 
picion of finding a rival in her ladyship ; and, when . 
a servant announced the arrival of her mother's 
coach, and she saw by her watch that it waa ijyc^ve 
oVilock, abo cose feluctantly, exclaiming. 

Digitized by Google 



TRADDEUS OF WARSAW. 305 

"I dare say, some plaguing people have arrived, 
who are to stay with us, else mamma would not 
have sent for me so soon." 

" I call it late," said Lady Sara, who would not 
lose an opportunity of contradicting her, ** so I will 
thank you Mr. Constantine," addressing herself to 
him, " to hand me to my coach at the same time." 

Euphcmia bit her lip at this movement of her 
ladyship ; and followed her down stairs reddening 
with antrer. She got into her carriage, but would 
not suffer the servant to close the door till she had 
seen Lad^ Sara seated in hers, then calling to Mr 
Constantme, she desired him to come into the coach 

Lady Sara leaned her head out of the window. 
As she saw the man she loved step into Lady Dun- 
das* s carriage, she in her turn almost bit her lips 
through with vexation. 

** Home, my lady 1'* asked the servant touching 
, his hat. 

** No, not till Miss Dundas's coach drives on." 
^ Miss Edphemia had desired Thaddcus to come in 
for a moment ; and reluctantly he obeyed. 

** Mr. ConstantiiKJ," cried the little beauty, trem- 
bling with expectation, *'have you opened the paper 
,that I gave you V* 

" Yes, madam," returned he, holding the door 
open, and widening it with one hand as he spoke, 
whilst with the other he presented his note, " and I 
have the honour in that paper to have executed your 
commands." 

Euphemia caught it eagerly ; and Thaddeus im- 
mediately leaping out wished her a good night ; 
and hurried back into the house. Whilst the car- 

VoL. I.— 20. 
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riages drove away, he ascended to the drawing- 
room, to fetch his hat and take leave of the coun- 
tess. 

Lady Tinemouth had seated herself on the sofa, 
and was leaning thoughtfully against one of its arms, 
when he re-entered. He approached her. 

" I wish you a good night, Lady Tinemouth.*' 

She turned her head. 

" Mr. Constantine, I wish you would stay a little 
longer with me, my spirits are disturbed, and I am 
afraid it will be near morning before Maria returns 
from Richmond. These rural balls are sad dissi- 
pated things !** 

Thaddcus laid down his hat and took his scat by 
her side. y 

•* I am happy, dear Lady Tinemouth at all 
times to be with you ; but I am sorry to hear that 
you have met with any thing to discompose you. 
I was afraid when I came in, that something disa- 
greeable had happened ; your eyes — " 

"Alas ! if my eyes always told when I had been 
weeping, they might ever be telling tales !" her 
ladyship passed her haiul across her eyes, as she 
spoke, and added, " we may think on our Sdrrows 
with an outward air of tranquillity ; but we cannot 
always speak of them, without showing that the 
subject gives us agitation." 

*' Ah, Lady Tinemouth !" exclaimed the Count, 
drawing closer to her, '* could not even your feel- 
ing heart escape calamity 1" 

** To cherish a feeling heart, my young friend,** 
replied she, " is not a very effectual way to oppose 
the pressure of affliction. On the reverse, such a 
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temper of mind will extract unhappiness from 
causes which might escape dispositions of less sus- 
ceptibility. Ideas of feeling, sensibility, and sympa- 
thy, are pretty toys for a novice to play with ; but 
change these wooden swords into weapons of real 
metal, and you will find the points through your 
heart, before you are aware of the danger. At least, 
I found it so. Mr. Constantine I have frequently 
promised to explain to you the reason of the sadness 
-which so often tinges my conversation ; indeed. I 
know not when I shall be in a fitter humor to in- 
dulge myself at your expense, for I never felt more 
wretched, never stood more in need of the consola- 
tion of a friend." 

Her ladyship covered her face with a handker- 
chief, and remained so some time. Thaddens 
pressed her hand several times, and waited in re- 
spectful silence till she would recommence. She 
raised her head. 

'* Forgive me, my dear sir ; I am very low to- 
night — very nervous. I have encountered two or 
three distressing circumstances to-day and these 
tears relieve me. You have heard me speak of my 
son, and my lord ; yet I never had resolution to re- 
count how we were separated. This morning I 
saw my son pass my window, he looked up, hut the 
moment I appeared, he turned away and hastened 
down the street. Though I have received many 
stronger proofs of dislike, both from his father and him- 
self ; yet, slight as this offence may seem, it pierced 
me to the heart. O, Mr. Constantine, to (eel that 
the child to whom I gave life, should regard me with 
abhorrence, is dreadful — is beyond even the anxiouf 
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partiality of a mother, either to ezcase or pal- 
liate !" 

" Perhaps dear lady Tinemoath, you misjudge 
Lord Harwold ; he may be under the commands of 
his father, and yet, inwardly, long to show his af« 
fee I ion and duty." 

*' No, Mr. Constantine, your good heart is too 
young to know what may be the -guilt of another. 
Gracious ^eaven, am I obliged to speak so of my 
own son ! He who was my darling ! He who 
once loved me dearer than existence ! But bear 
me, my dear sir, you shall judge for yourself ; and 
you will wonder that I am now alive to enduro 
more. I have suffered by him, by his father, and 
by a dreadful woman, who not only tore my husband 
and children from me, but stood by till 1 was beaten 
to the ground. Yes, Mr. Constantine, any man of 
feeling would shudder, sis you do at such an asser- 
tion ; but it is too true. Soon after Lady Sophia 
Lovel became the mistress of my lord» and persua- 
ded him to take my son from me, I heard that the 
eoor boy had fallen ill through grief, and' lay sick at 
is lordship's house in Hampshire. I heard that ho 
was dying. Imagine my agonies. Wild with 
distress, I flew, to the lodge, and forgetful of any 
thing but my child, was hastening across the park, 
when I saw this woman, this Lady Sophia, ap- 
proaching me, followed by two female servants. 
One of thorn carried ray daughter, then an infant, in 
her arms ; and the other, a child of which this un- 
natural wretch had recently become the mother. 
I was flying towards my little Albiua to clasp her 
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to my heart, when Lady Sophia- caught hold of my 
arm. Her voice now rings in my ears. 

*' Woman !" cried she, " leave this place, or you 
shall be compelled to do so.'^ 

" Struggling in vain to break from her, I implored 
only to be permitted to embrace my child ; but she 
held me fast, and, regardless of my cries, ordered 
both the women to return into the house. — Driven 
to despair, I dropped on my knees, conjuring her, 
by her feelings as a mother, to allow me for one 
moment to see my dying son ; and that I would 
promise by my hopes of everlasting happiness, to 
cherish her child as my own, should it ever stand in 
need of a friend. The horrid woman only laughed 
at my prayers, and left me lying in a swoon upon 
the grass. When I recovered, the first objects I 
beheld were my Lord and Lady Sophia, standing 
near me, and myself in the arms of a man servant, 
whom they had commanded to carry me outside 
the gate. At the sight of my husband, I sprang 
to his feet, when, with one dreadful blow of his 
hand he knocked me to the ground. Merciful 
Providence ! I wonder I retained my senses ! I 
besccchcd him to give me a second blow that I 
might 8uff(ft no more;" 

" Take her out of my sight," cried he, " for sho 
is mad." 

" I was tiakcn out of his sight more dead than 
alive, and led by his pitying servants to an inn, 
where I was afterwards confined three weeks with 
a brain fever. From that hour, I have never known 
a day of entire health." 

Thaddeus was shocked beyond utterance at this 
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anecdote. The paleness of his countenance, being 
the only reply that he could make to her ladyship, 
she resumed. 

" I have got out of order. I proposed to inform 
you clearly of my situation, but the principle sorrow 
of my heart rose immediately to my lips. I will 
commence regularly, if I can methodize my recol- 
lection." 

'" The earl of Tinemouth married me frotfi pas- 
sion : I will not sanctify his emotions, by the name 
of affection ; though," added she, forcing a smile, 
whilst turning her head towards the looking-glass 
she put aside the crape veil which shaded her face, 
"these faded features too plainly declare, * that of 
aU nuinkhidy I loved but him alone /' I was just 
fifteen when he came to visit my father who lived 
in Berkshire. My father, Mr. Cnmnor, and his fa- 
ther, Lord Harwold, had been friends at college. 
My Lord, then Mr. Stanhope, was young, handsome, 
and captivating. He remained all the autumn with 
us ; at the end of that period, declared an affection 
for me, which my heart too readily answered. 
About this time he received a summons from his 
father, and we parted. Like most little girls of my 
age, I felt an unconquerable bashfulness to admit 
any confidence in my attachment ; hence my parents 
knew uothhig of the affair, till it burst upon them in 
the cruelest shape. 

*' About two months after Mr. Stanhope's depart- 
ure, a letter arrived from him urging me to fiy with 
himta Scotland. He alledged as a reason for such 
a step, that his grandfather, the earl of Tinemouth, 
insisted ou his forming a union with Latly SopUa 

Digitized by Google 



THADDEUS OV WARSAW 311 

Lovel, who was a young widow, and the favorite 
niece of the most powerful nobleman in the king- 
dom. Upon this demand, he told the earl on whom 
his affections were placed. His lordship, whose 
passions were those of a madman, broke out into 
siich horrible execrations, of myself and family, as 
Mr. Stanhope confessed, made him forget his duty ; 
and he peremtorily swore, that no power on earth 
should compel him either to marry so notorious a 
woman as Lady Sophia Lovel, or to give up me. 
He concluded, with repeating his entreaties that I 
would consent to go with him to Scotland. The 
subject of this alarmed me, and I showed it to my 
parents. My father answered it in a manner that 
befitted his own character, but which irritated the 
impetuous passion of my lover almost to a frenzy. 
In short, in a paroxysm of rage, he flew to his grand- 
father, upbraided him with the ruin of his happiness ; 
and so tempted the old man, that he drew his sword 
upon him ; and had it not been for the interference 
of Lord Harwold, a most fatal catastrophe might 
have ensued. To end the affair at once. Lord Har- 
wold, whose gentle nature, had always embraced the 
mildest measures, obtained the carl's permission to 
send Mr. Stanhope abroad. 

** Meanwhile, I was upheld by my father, who i» 
now no more, in firmly rejecting all my lover's en- 
treaties for a private marriage. As Stanhope's 
grandfather was equally deaf to all compromise, bb 
at length was persuaded, by his excellent father, to 
accompany a relation to France. 

** At the end of a few weeks, Mr. St&nbopd bd- 
(Tftn to regard bis cousin a« % spy ; and aftar a vvif 
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lent quarrel they parted, no one knowing to what 
quarter my lover had directed his steps. I believe 
I was the first who heard any tidings of hitn. I 
remember well, it was in 1771, about three and 
twenty years ago, that I received a letter from him ; 
(0 ! how legibly arc these circumstances yet written 
on my heart!) it was dated from Italy, where be 
told me he had resided in complete retirement 
during the period of his banishment, under the as- 
sumed name of Sackville." 

At this name Thaddeus uttered a groan of hor- 
ror ; and with every feature of his face fixed in dis- 
may, fell back on the sofa. 

The Countess caught hold of his band. 

" What is the matter 1 For heaven's sake ! what 
is the matter 1" 

The bolt of indelible disgrace had struck to his 
heart ; it was some minutes before he could re- 
cover ; but when he did speak, he said, *' Pray go 
on madam. I am subject to these spasms in my 
breast. Pray forgive me, and go on ; I shall be- 
come better as you proceed." 

*' No, my dear friend ; I will quit my dismal 
story at present, and resume it some other time." 

" Pray continue it now," rejoined Thaddeus ; I 
shall never be more fit to listen. Do, I entreat 
you." 

"Are you sincere in your request 1 I fear tliat I 
have already tired you." 

V No ; I am sindere, let me hear it all. Do not 
bold back any thing which relates to that barbarian 
Englishman who married you." 

♦♦Alas! he did," resumed her ladyship, "for 
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when he returned, which was in consequence of the 
earl of Tinemouth's death, my father was also dead, 
who might have stood between mo and my inclina- 
tions, and so preserved me from many succeeding 
sorrows. I sealed my fate and became his wife. 

** The fdther of my husband was now earl of 
Tinemouth ; and as he had never been averse to 
the union, presented me with a cottage on the banks 
of the Wyre, where I passed three delightful years, 
the happiest of woman kind. My husband, my 
mother, and my infant son formed my felicity ; and 
greatly I prized it ; too greatly to be allowed a long 
continuance ! 

'* At the end of this period, some gay friends 
came down to visit us. When they returned to 
town they persuaded my lord to be one of the party. 
He went after much entreaty, because he expected 
that I should be confined in the course of three 
weeks. And from that fatal day, all my sufferings 
took their rise. 

** Lord Harwold, instead of being with me in 
a fortnight as he had promised, procrastinated his 
absence under various excuses, from week to week, 
during which interval my Albina was born. Day 
after day I anticipated the delight of putting her 
in the arms of her father ; but she was three months 
old before he appeared ; and ah ! how changed. 
He was gloomy to me, uncivil to my mother, and 
hardly looked on the child." 

Lady Tinemouth stopped at this part of her nar- 
rative to wipe away her tears. Thaddeus was sit- 
ting forward to the table, leaning on his arm, with 
his hand covering his face. The Countess felt 

Digitized by Google 



314 THADDEVS Or WARSAW. 

grateful for an excess of sympathy which she did 
not expect ; and taking his other hand as it lay mo- 
tionless on his knee, *' what a consolation would it 
be to me," exclaimed she, " durst I entertain a 
hope, that I may one day behold but half this pity 
in the breast of my son." 

Thaddeus only pressed her hand, he did not ven- 
ture to reply ; he could not tell her that she de- 
ceived herself even here ; that he did not only de- 
plore her misfortunes, but owed the agonies which 
were shaking him, to the injuries of his own mother, 
whom the viUanous conduct of this very earl, under 
the name of Sackville, had devoted to a life of self- 
reproach. He had derived existence from the hus- 
band of Lady Tinemouth. The conviction humbled 
him, crushed him, and trode him to the earth. 

The Countess resumed — 

*' It would be impossible, my dear sir, to describe 
to you the gradual changes which assured me I had 
lost the heart of my husband. Before the end of 
the winter he left me again ; and I saw him no 
more till that hour in which he struck me to the 
ground. 

"Lord Tinemouth came into Monmouthshire, 
about six^eeks after I had taken leave of my I^rd. 
I was surprised and rejoiced to sec my good father- 
in-law ; but how soon were my emotions driven into 
a different course ! He revealed to me, in the 
tenderest manner possible, that during Lord Har* 
wold's first visit to town, he had, unknown to him 
been in the habit of spending entire evenings with 
Lady Sophia Lovel. 

" This woman/' added he, ** is the most artful 
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creature breathing. In spite of her acknowledged 
dishonour, you well know that my deceased father 
would gladly have married her to my son ; and now, 
it seems, actuated by revenge, she resents Lord 
Harwold's refusal of her hand, by seducing him 
from his wife. Alas ! I am too well convinced 
that the errors in my son's temper bear a strict anal- 
ogy with those of his grandfather. Impatient of 
contradiction, flattery can mould him to what shape 
it pleases. Larly Sophia has discovered these weak 
points in his character ; and, I am informed, by his 
steward, has persuaded him that you impose on his 
affection by detaining him from the world. This 
argument must have been well seconded by other 
fascinations, for in regard to beauty, she is only 
moderate ; yet she has succeeded, and my deluded 
son has accompanied her into Spain.'' 

*' You may imagine, Mr. Constantine, my distrac- 
tion at this intelligence. I was like one frantic ; 
and Lord Tinemouth fearing to trust me in such 
despair out of his sight, brought us all with him to 
I.iondon. In less than four months afterwards, I 
was deprived of this inestimable friend by a para- 
lytic stroke. His death summoned the new earl to 
England. Whilst I lay on a sick-bed, into which I 
had been thrown by the shock, my Lord and his 
mistress arrived. 

** They immediately assumed the command of 
my lamented protector's house, and ordered my 
mother to clear it directly of me. My broken heart- 
ed parent obeyed, and I was carried, in a senseless 
state, to a lodging in the nearest street. But when 
tbi» dear mc^er returned for my children, neither 
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of them were permitted to see her. The malignant 
Lady Sophia, actuated by an insatiable hatred of 
me, easily wrought on my frantic husband (for I 
must believe him mad) to detain them entirely. A 
short time after this, that dreadful scene happened, 
which I have before described. 

" Year succeeded year, during which time I re- 
ceived many cruel insults from my husband, many 
horrible ones from my son ; for 1 had been advised 
to institute a suit against my Lord, in which I only 
pleaded for the return of my children. I lost my 
cause, owing I hope, to bad counsel, not to the laws 
of my country. J was adjudged to be separated 
from the Earl, with a maintenance of six hundred a 
year, which he hardly pays. I was tied down never 
to speak to him or his son, or his daughter. 
Though this sentence was passed, I never acknowl- 
edged its justice, but wrote several times to my 
children. Lord Harwold, who is too deeply uifec- 
ted with his father's cruelty, has either returned my 
letters unopened, or with insulting replies. — For 
my daughter, she keeps an undcviating silence; 
and I have not even seen her, since that moment 
when she was hurried from my eyes, in Tinemouth 
Park. 

*• In vain her mother tries to convince mo that 
■he detests me ; 1 will not believe it ; and the hope, 
that should I survive her father, I may yet embrace 
my child, has been, and will be my source of com- 
fort, till it be fulfilled, or I bury my disappointment 
in the grave." 

Lady Tinemouth put her handkerchief to her 
eyes, which were again flowing with tears. Thad* 
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tlou3 thought he must speak, if he would not betray 
an interest in her narrative, which he determined no 
circumstances should ever humble him to reveal, 
and raising his head frorji his hand unconsciously 
discovered to the Countess his dry and blood-shot 
eyes, flushed cheek and convulsed lip. 

*' Kind, sympathizing Constantuie ! surely such 
a heart as thine, never would bring sorrow to the 
oreast of a virtuous wife !" 

These were her ladyship's thoughts, though she 
did not give them utterance. Thaddeus rose from 
his seat. 

*• Farewell, Lady Tinemouth," said be, taking 
his hat, " may heaven bless you, and pardon your 
husband !'* 

Then, grasping her hand with what he intended 
should be a pressure of friendship, but which his 
internal tortures rendered almost intolerable, ho 
hastened down stairs, opened the outward door, and 
got into the street. , 

Unknowing and heedless whither he went, with 
the steps of a man driveu by the furies, he traversed 
first one street and then another. As he went 
along, in vain the watchmen reminded him by their 
cries, that it was past three o'clock ; he stilt wan- 
dered on forgetting that it was night, that he had 
any home, any destination. 

His father was discovered ! That father, who 
notwithstanding his guilt, he had entertained a la- 
tent hope, should they ever meet, might produce 
some excuse, for having been betrayed into an act 
disgraceful to a man of honour. But when all 
those filial dreams were blasted by the conviction, 
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that he owed his being to the husband of Lady 
Tiucmouth ; that his mother was the victim of a 
profligate ; that he had sprung from a man who was 
not merely a villain, but the most wanton, the 
most despicable of villains ; he saw himself bereft 
of hope, and overwhelmed with shame and horror. 

Full of reflections, which none other than a son 
in such circumstances can conceive, he was lost 
amidst the obscure alleys of Totenham-court-roatl, 
when loud and frequent cries recalled his attention. 
A quantity of smoke, with flashes of light, led him 
to suppose that they were occasioned by a fire ; 
and, a few steps farther, the tremendous spectacle 
burst upon his sight. 

It was a house, from the windows of which the 
flames were breaking out with the most alarming 
rapidity, whilst the people about, were either stand- 
ing in stupifled astonishment, or uselessly shouting 
for engines and assistance. 

At the moment the Count arrived, two or three 
naked wretches, just escaped from their beds were 
flying from side to side, making the air echo with 
their shrieks. 

" Will nobody save my children !" cried one of 
them, approaching Thaddeus, and wruiging her 
hands in agony, ** will nobody take them from the 
fire 1" 

*' Where shall I seek themi" replied he. 

" ! in that room," exclaimed she, pointing, 
** the flames are already there ! they will be burnt ! 
they will be burnt !" 

The poor woman was hurrying franticly for- 
ward, when the Count stopped her, and giving her 
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in charge to a bystander, " take care of this woman," 
cried he, " I will save her children if possible." 
Darting through the open door, in defiance of the 
smoke and danger, he made his way to the children's 
room, where almost suffocated by the sulphureous 
cloud that surrounded him, he at last found the bed, 
but it only contained one of the children. This ho 
instantly caught up in his arms and was hastening 
down stairs, when the cries of the other from a dis- 
tant part of the building, made him hesitate ; but 
thinking it better to secure one than hazard both by 
lingering, he got into the street, just as a post- 
chaise had stopped to inquire the particulars of the 
accident. The carriage door being open, and Thad- 
deus seeing people in it, without saying a word, 
threw the sleeping infant into their laps, and hast- 
ened back into the house, where he hoped to rescue 
the other, before the fire could increase. 

The flames had now made a dreadful progress, 
and scorched his face, hands, and clothes, as he flew 
from room to room, following the shrieks of the 
child, who seemed to change its situation with 
every exertion that he made to reach it. At length, 
when every moment he expected the house would 
sink under his feet, he directed his steps, as a last 
attempt, along a passage which he had not before 
obsorved, and to his great joy beheld the object of 
his search, flying down a back stair-case. The boy 
immediately sprung into his arms, and Thaddeus 
turning round leaped from one landing place to an- 
other, till he found himself in the street, and sur- 
rounded by a concourse of people. 

He saw the poor mother clasp the rescued child 
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